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Auto Accident?

Slip and Fall?
FREE CONSULTATION

No Fees Or Costs
Unless You Win

Tropicana
Field approved
for $16.5M
taxpayer-funded
repayment

By Merrilee Gasser

(The Center Square) — Federal tax-
payer funds will be used to reimburse
part of St. Petersburg’s hurricane repair
bill for Tropicana Field as the home
team eyes a move to another stadium.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency has approved $16.5 million to
fix the stadium where the Tampa Bay
Rays played baseball until Hurricane
Milton heavily damaged it in 2024. The
project is one of over 500 listed in a
$483 million disaster recovery package
for Florida announced in late January.

The St. Petersburg City Council, le-
gally mandated to maintain Tropicana
Field through the 2028 season, ap-
proved around $60 million in repairs.

The Rays have said they will spend
three more years there while the team’s
new ownership negotiates a move to
a new stadium at the beginning of the
2029 season.

In January, the Hillsborough College
Board of Trustees approved a non-bind-
ing memorandum of understanding
with the Rays to redevelop the college’s
113-acre Dale Mabry campus across the
street from Raymond James Stadium
and about 20 miles from Tropicana
Field.

A rendering of the team’s proposed
ballpark and mixed use district at the
site includes an exterior of the stadium

Hospital adds third surglcal robot

LUTZ - St. Joseph’s Hospital-North ex-
panded its robotic surgery services with
the addition of a third surgical robot in
January to keep up with demand.

The three robots are guided by sur-
geons who are specially trained and
experienced in robotic surgery. They per-
formed 908 robotic surgeries last year. The
hospital saw a 70% increase in robotic sur-
geries from 2021 to 2025.

Robotic surgery uses precise incisions,
allowing unhealthy tissue to be removed
without affecting surrounding healthy tis-
sue. Smaller incisions cause less trauma

and pain for a patient’s body, decrease
blood loss and infection risk, and allow
for quicker recovery and shorter hospital
stays. Many robotic surgeries are done as
outpatient surgeries and patients are dis-
charged on the same day as their surgery.
“St. Joseph’s Hospital-North is dedicat-
ed to offering the safest, most minimally
invasive surgeries to our communities,
ensuring better patient outcomes, faster
recovery times and greater patient satis-
faction,” said Jennifer Downing, the

See ROBOT, PAGE 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF BAYCARE HEALTH SYSTEM
The newest St. Joseph’s Hospital-North
robot is staged for a surgery.
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Johnny Crowder, CEO of Cope Notes, gives the keynote during last year’s GROW Pasco.

LUTZ - The Pasco Economic
Development Council is hosting the sixth
annual GROW Pasco event through its
SMARTSstart program on March 19 at the
Saint Leo University Wellness Center in San
Antonio.

This conference-style event, presented
by Suncoast Credit Union, brings together
the Pasco County business community to
network and learn ways to help their busi-
nesses grow and thrive.

The event offers 15 breakout sessions
led by more than 30 business profes-
sionals. Speakers will cover topics such
as artificial intelligence, funding options,
marketing and community resources for
businesses.

“GROW Pasco is a must-attend event for

all entrepreneurs,” said Beth Galic, of the
Bay Area Manufacturers Association and a
2025 GROW Pasco attendee. “The wealth
of information gained from the event is
invaluable to business owners.”

The Pasco EDC SMARTSstart entrepre-
neurship program, supported by Penny
for Pasco, offers resources to help grow-
ing businesses achieve long-term success.
The program delivers support in key areas,
including access to funding, education,
guidance, collaboration and workspace.

SMARTStart serves 54 incubator mem-
bers, representing a diverse range of
industries, from food-based businesses
operating out of the East Pasco Incubator
Kitchen in Dade City to high-tech compa-
nies headquartered at SMARTSstart at the
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Grove in Wesley Chapel. Members also
have access to three Entrepreneur Centers
throughout Pasco County.

“Through programs like SMARTSstart
and events like GROW Pasco, we’re in-
vesting directly in the people that are
innovators and who help drive our econo-
my,” said Jack Mariano, chair of the Pasco
County Board of Commissioners. “Every
new idea and business launched contrib-
utes to a stronger, more resilient Pasco
County.”

Taylor Doe, a former TEDx speaker
and entrepreneur, is invested in commu-
nity development, youth mentorship and
fostering economic mobility for others. His

See GROW, PAGE 4

Fifth-graders run
a city as BizTown
celebrates 20 years

TAMPA - Nearly 120 fifth-graders ran an entire city re-

cently within The Florida Aquarium.

Aquarium staff joined the students inside their store-
front, stepping into their world of budgets, businesses and
boardroom decisions. One student even served as CEO for
the Day, shadowing Florida Aquarium President and CEO
Roger Germann and gaining a firsthand look at what it

takes to lead a major Tampa Bay organization.

See TROPICANA, PAGE 4

See BIZTOWN, PAGE 4
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Florida Aquarium President and CEO Roger Germann and staff mentored
students as part of a partnership with Junior Achievement.
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FEB. 26

Woodworking

Land O’ Lakes Library invites adults ages 18+
(or youth 9+ with guardian) to use Makerspace
tools for approved projects. Bring your own
plans and materials. Closed-toe shoes and
completed Foundry Waiver & Safety Playbook
forms required. Registration required.

Call 813-929-1214 for details.

9-10:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.M.-NoonN; or NOoN-1:30
p.m.; 2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O' Lakes

Storytime Fun!

Toddlers and preschoolers read, sing and
dance at Zephyrhills Public Library.

Call 813-780-0064 for details.

10-10:20 or 10:30-10:50 a.m.;

5347 8th St., Zephyrhills

Preschool Storytime

Land O’ Lakes Library invites ages 3-5 and
their caregivers for stories and songs.

Call 813-929-1214 for details.

10:15-10:45 a.m. or 11:15-11:45 am.;

2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O’ Lakes

Gardening Workshop

UF-IFAS Extension presents: Timely Tasks and
Tips for Your Landscape at New River Library.

Register in advance.

Call 813-788-6375 for details.

2-3 p.m.,; 34043 State Road 54, Wesley Chapel

Concert

Suzanne and Jim perform a concert at Hugh
Embry Library. Call 352-567-3576 for details.
2-3 p.m,; 14215 4th St., Dade City

Mat Yoga

Michelle Mack instructs a mat yoga session at
Zephyrhills Public Library. Bring a mat.

Call 813-780-0064 for details.

4-5 p.m.; 5347 8th St., Zephyrhills

Yarn for a Cause

Join other yarn enthusiasts for a weekly
gathering at New River Library. Participants
share projects, tips and inspiration.

Call 813-788-6375 for details.

6-7 p.m.; 34043 State Road 54, Wesley Chapel

Winter Ball Fundraiser

Live Oak Theatre and Conservatory invites
the public to “Once Upon a Time," an evening
of dining, dancing and entertainment at the
Carol and Frank Morsani Center for the Arts.
The event raises money for the installation of
a fence to keep students and patrons safe.
The suggested donation is $85 per person.
Buy a ticket, sponsor the event or make a
donation by reaching out to
Marie@liveoaktheatre.org, calling the box
office at 352-593-0027 or visiting https:.//
www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-once-
upon-a-time-gala.

LAND O’ LAKES
813-996-1211

DADE CITY

352-567-1414

ZEPHYRHILLS
813-779-1999

SMALL CHEESE PIZZA AND SALAD . .
SPAGHETTI AND MEATBALL
GREEK LEMON CHICKEN

MOTOCROSS STARS TO DESCEND ON DADE CITY

DADE CITY - Thrill-seekers will be
returning to Dade City next month for Red
Bull Day in the Dirt Down South.

Hundreds of motocross competitors
across the U.S. will ride into Florida's Sports
Coast following Daytona Bike Week. Riders
of all backgrounds and skill levels, from
amateur to pro, are invited to register and
ride.

Organizers tout the weekend of March
6 to 8 as a non-stop party. Here's what to
expect:

- Three full days of racing across
multiple classes and formats, from GP-
style racing to team competition. This
year's lineup includes a Pit Bike Race, a
Head-to-Head Drag Race and the return
of the Coup de Grace Survival Race, where
victory is crossing the finish line. Riders
who complete five events will be awarded
the Ironman, with the overall event winner
earning the honor of destroying the
majestic sand sculpture.

+ They'll ride at Dade City MX. This year's

facebook.com/LiveOakTheatre
6:30 p.m.; 21030 Cortez Blvd,, Brooksville

FEB. 26-MARCH 8

Strawberry Festival

The Florida Strawberry Festival celebrates
agriculture through exhibits, rides and
entertainment. flstrawberryfestival.com
Various times; 303 BerryFest Place, Plant City

FEB. 27

Toddler Storytime

Land O’ Lakes Library invites toddlers ages
1-2 and their caregivers for storytime.

Call 813-929-1214 for details.

9:45-10:05 a.m,, 10:15-10:35 a.m., or 11:115-11:35
a.m.,; 2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O’ Lakes

FEB. 28

Golf Fundraiser

The GFWC TampaBay Woman's Club invites
the community to hit the links for a great
cause on Feb. 28 at the newly renovated
Tampa Bay Golf and Country Club. The event
takes on a mixed team scramble format.
Mulligans and extra putts are available.

The tournament includes contests, prizes,
drawings and a BBQ buffet lunch.

Pick up a registration form at the pro shop
or email tbwomansclubsanantoniofl@gmail.
com. Proceeds support charities including
the Veteran's Depot, Joshua House and
Sunrise Domestic Violence Center.

8:30 a.m.; 10641 Old Tampa Bay Drive, Tampa

.. $10.99
$7.99
$15.99

SPAGHETTI SPECIAL

DELIVERY THRU
DOOR DASH,
SLICE & UBER

ORDER ONLINE AT
ABCPIZZA.COM

TUES « WED « SUN

All recipes made with

100% extra virgin olive oil

track features first-ever elements like an
enduro line, presented by Florida Trail
Riders, and a burnout pad incorporated
into the race course.

- Amateur riders get to shred alongside
some of the biggest names in the sport,
including Red Bull athletes Carson Brown,
Tyler Bereman, Kelana Humphrey and
Tarah Gieger. Athletes will also be available
for meet and greets.

- A live recording of “Bonifay Banter”
podcast, as Red Bull athletes Tyler
Bereman and Parks Bonifay reunite for
a panel revisiting Island Hopper, the
legendary freeriding stunt that took place
on Florida's Sports Coast.

+ Weekend festivities include a barn
party on Friday evening and a Supercross
watch party on Saturday night.

- Stark Future, a leader in electric
motorcycles, will host bike demos
throughout the weekend.

On the web: dayinthedirtdownsouth.
com

BBQ & Blues

The Pigs in Z'Hills BBQ & Blues Festival
features a barbecue competition, children's
fun zone, hog calling and music from the
likes of The Nightbumpers and Thunderbolt
Brown in Downtown Zephyrhills.
eastpascochamber.org/pigz-in-zhills-bbg-
blues-festival/

9 am.-5 p.m.; Downtown Zephyrhills

Supersized Storytime

Children listen to stories and songs during
Supersized Storytime at Land O’ Lakes
Library. Call 813-929-1214 for details.
10:15-11 a.m.; 2818 Collier Pkwy.,

Land O’ Lakes

Pokémon Party

Centennial Park Library throws a Pokémon
Party with crafts, games and fun.

Call 727-834-3204 for details.

2-4 p.m.; 5740 Moon Road, Holiday

Tribute Concert

The Beach Buoys perform hits from the
Beach Boys in a concert at Starkey Ranch
Theatre Library Cultural Center. Tickets cost
$13, plus taxes and fees.

Call 727-815-7126 for details.

7-8:30 p.m.; 12118 Lake Blanche Drive, Odessa

MARCH 3

Medicare/Medicaid

Learn about Medicare, Medicaid and food
stamps at Zephyrhills Public Library. Call José
Rodriguez at 813-420-3013 for details.
9a.m.-3 p.m,; 5347 8th St., Zephyrhills

Woodworking

Land O’ Lakes Library invites adults ages 18+
(or youth 9+ with guardian) to use Makerspace
tools for approved projects. Bring your own
plans and materials. Closed-toe shoes and
completed Foundry Waiver & Safety Playbook
forms required. Registration required.

Call 813-929-1214 for details.

10-11:30 a.m. or 11:30 am.-1 p.m.;

2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O’ Lakes

Eco Wonders

UF Extension presents “Cuttings - Plants for
wildlife diversity in our Florida yards" during
the Eco Wonders program for ages 7-11 at
New River Library.

Call 813-788-6375 for details.

Trust the ER Experts

-

In case of a medical emergency, call 911.

Find your nearest ER location.
TheERExperts.com

AdventHealth Wesley Chapel is recognized by U.S. News &
World Report as a nationally rated leader in heart attack care.

6-7 p.m.; 34043 State Road 54, Wesley Chapel

MARCH 4

Baby Storytime

Babies listen to stories during Baby Storytime
at Land O’ Lakes Library.

Call 813-929-1214 for details.

10:15-10:45 or 11:15-11:45 a.m.;

2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O’ Lakes

Chair Yoga

Adults do various poses during Chair Yoga at
Zephyrhills Public Library.

Call 813-780-0064 for details.

10:30-11:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.mM.-12:30 p.m,;

5347 8th St., Zephyrhills

Museum Lecture

The Dali Museum presents “Edutainment
in the 21st Century: How the Dali Museum
Combines Art and Technology” at Starkey
Ranch Theatre Library Cultural Center.
Call 727-815-7126 for details.

11 a.m.-noon; 12118 Lake Blanche Drive,
Odessa

Mat Yoga

Michelle Mack instructs a mat yoga session at
Zephyrhills Public Library. Bring a mat.

Call 813-780-0064 for details.

4-5 p.m.; 5347 8th St., Zephyrhills

Master Gardener

Learn about the Florida wetlands during

a Master Gardener event at Land O' Lakes
Library. Call 813-929-1214 for details.

6-7 p.m.; 2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O’ Lakes

MARCH 5

Storytime Fun!

Toddlers and preschoolers read, sing and
dance at Zephyrhills Public Library.

Call 813-780-0064 for details.

10-10:20 Or 10:30-10:50 a.m.; 5347 8th St,,
Zephyrhills

Mat Yoga

Michelle Mack instructs a mat yoga session at
Zephyrhills Public Library. Bring a mat.

Call 813-780-0064 for details.

4-5 p.m.; 5347 8th St., Zephyrhills

MARCH 6-7

Yard Sale

A community yard sale will be held at
American Legion Post #15 on March 6 (8
a.m. to 4 p.m.) and March 7 (8 am. to 2 p.m.).
Contact Barbara Smith at 336-524-4219 or
barbboops442@gmail.com for details.
Various times; 37745 Church Ave,, Dade City

Spring Book Sale

LOL Library Friends of the Land O’ Lakes
Library holds its spring book sale March 6 (10
a.m. to 5 p.m.) and March 7 (10 am. to 3 p.m.).
The bag sale begins March 7 (1 to 3 p.m.).
There will also be some collectible books and
special priced series available at the book
sale. Cash or check only. Call 813-929-1214
with further questions. Various times;

2818 Collier Pkwy., Land O' Lakes

MARCH 8

Kumquat Festival

The 2gth annual Kumquat Festival has been
postponed to March 8 due to weather.
Hosted by the Greater East Pasco Chamber
of Commerce, the free family-friendly festival
welcomes more than 40,000 attendees

each year for arts & crafts vendors, kumquat
treats, live entertainment and community fun.
kumquatfestival.org or eastpasochamber.org
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Downtown Dade City
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ADVENTHEALTH HELPS FAMILIES
TAKE CHARGE OF HEART HEALTH

SEBRING - AdventHealth Sebring is ex-
panding outreach to protect heart health
in rural Highlands County, where residents
face higher rates of heart disease.

Dozens attended the hospital’s annual
Every Beat Counts Heart Symposium on
Feb. 3, where physicians discussed com-
mon heart conditions, warning signs and
treatment options, and showcased local
diagnostic technology.

“For many people, heart disease can
feel overwhelming,” said Dr. Thomas
Shimshak, chair of interventional cardi-
ology at AdventHealth Sebring. “Our goal
is to help people understand their risk,
recognize symptoms early and know that
exceptional whole-person heart care is
available here in our community.”

16TH ANNUAL
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF ADVENTHEALTH
During the Every Beat Counts heart sym-
posium, community members got to speak
with AdventHealth's expert team of doctors
to learn more about common heart condi-
tions, warning signs and treatment options
available in the Sebring area.

Event attendees also got to take partin a
special panel discussion with Dr. Giancarlo
Speziani, Dr. Thomas Shimshak, Dr. Deepti
Bhandare and James Leicht, who are all part
of AdventHealth Sebring's heart care team.
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9-5 PM

DOWNTOWN ZEPHYRHILLS
BLUES BANDS 11-5 PM  fuvuis

FOR MORE INFO:  FEATURING:

"ﬂ%a

ElEh KID ROYAL

LC WILLIAMS & THE DRIVER

THE NIGHTBUMPERS
THUNDERBOLT BROWN

o CHUCK RILEY ALL STAR BAND feat.
" EPHRAIM LOWELL, RJ HOWSON &

s
KIDZZONE

BENEFITING OUR LOCAL YOUTH & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Al:lventHeulth PARR (=5

MICROTEL

BY WYNDHAM ?am News Publicalions
Feplorrill Frp forten + D iy Wiy

@ Taphyrhits

SouthState ﬂ'm

ml'iﬁ_fﬂ-wl

Tampa Bay Times w

(f"" EAST PASCO
CHAMBER

JARRETT

Dade city

.Credlturuun
s Z-ﬂwrhllls
@

The Lakkr
Luiz NeEws

REACH

813-782-1913
INSTAGRAM #PIGZBBOBLUES EASTPASCOCHAMBER.ORG FACEBOOK@PIGZBBQBLUES

connectwitnus: bd K3 [E)

The hospital plans a 100,000-square-
foot expansion, including an open-heart
program, with completion expected in fall
2027.

UNIVERSITY GETS ACCESS TO
HEALTH CARE TECH
TAMPA - The University of South
Florida’s Center for Advanced Medical
Learning and Simulation has become
the first institution in Florida and third
worldwide to install GE HealthCare’s Allia
Moveo image-guided therapy system.
CAMLS, part of the Tampa Medical &
Research District, will be the first sim-
ulation center globally to integrate the
technology into advanced education pro-
grams, allowing students and clinicians to
train on hybrid operating room technology
used in minimally invasive procedures.
“Gaining access to the latest surgical
imaging and guidance technologies further
ensures that innovation in education keeps
pace with innovation in care,” said Dr.
Haru Okuda, executive director of CAMLS.
A second Allia Moveo system is sched-
uled for installation later this year at
Tampa General Hospital for clinical use in
its hybrid operating rooms.

HOSPITAL CELEBRATES
INNOVATION CENTER

TAMPA - Tampa General Hospital re-
cently celebrated the grand opening of the
32,000-square-foot TGH Innovation Center
in Ybor City.

The facility, located within the Tampa
Medical & Research District, will house
TGH’s innovation, ventures, analytics and
IT teams, along with district offices and
Palantir’s Tampa headquarters. It includes
event space, classrooms, production stu-
dios and a “hospital room of the future”
showcasing clinical technology.

Officials say the center will serve as a
collaborative hub for startups, researchers
and industry partners.

BOOK EXPLAINS CONCEPT OF
MORAL INJURY

TAMPA - Dr. James Taylor has released
“Moral Injury: Arming Pastors to Help
Veterans Battle Soul Wounds Caused by
Military Service” through WestBow Press.

The book addresses the spiritual wounds
many veterans carry home from combat.

Taylor contends that while churches
honor military service, many lack un-

derstanding of “moral injury” — the inner
conflict that occurs when wartime actions
violate deeply held beliefs. He writes that
such wounds require spiritual care, recon-
ciliation and pastoral support, not clinical
treatment alone.

The book encourages pastors to rec-
ognize their biblical role in soul care,
understand military culture and help veter-
ans navigate reintegration. It also explores
Acceptance and Commitment Therapy as a
values-based framework compatible with
Christian theology.

Taylor is a retired U.S. Navy command mas-
ter chief and former VA chaplain leader. The
book is available through major retailers.

HOSPITAL OFFERS
BREASTFEEDING SUPPORT

LUTZ - St. Joseph’s Hospital-North of-
fers a free in-person breastfeeding support
group and class in March.

Events are open to all, regardless of
which hospital you delivered or plan to
deliver your children. The events will be
held in St. Joseph’s Hospital-North class-
rooms, 4211 Van Dyke Road.

* Breastfeeding Support Group: For
breastfeeding mothers, their babies and an
optional support person. The group pro-
vides a place where breastfeeding mothers
receive support from other breastfeeding
mothers and certified breastfeeding con-
sultants. The support group will be held
March 5 and 19, 10 to 11 a.m.

*  Understanding  Breastfeeding:
Provides information to the expectant
mother and an optional support person
about breastfeeding basics, skin-to-skin
contact, tips for returning to work and
when to call a health care provider or lac-
tation consultant. The class will be held
March 5,1 to 5 p.m.

* Understanding Your Newborn: Provides
information to the expectant mother and an
optional support person about many as-
pects of safe infant care, including feeding,
diapering, bathing, signs of illness and cues
and communication. The class will be held
March 19,1 to 5 p.m.

Register for the free events by visit-
ing BayCareEvents.org and choosing “St.
Joseph’s Hospital-North” in the “Facility/
Location” filter and scrolling to the group
or class you are interested in attending. Or,
you can also register by phone by calling
855-314-8352 and pressing the number “2”
at the prompt.

At

Dental

ASSOCILATES

813-780-1403

Financing Available

FREE IMPLANT
CONSULTATION & FREE CBCT
3-D SCAN (IMPLANTS ONLY.)

FREE
DENTURE FIT &
FUNCTION TEST

E’”‘ ' 

SAME DAY REPAIRS

Yy Y Wﬁ
FREE X-RAY

D0330

6153 Fort King Road, Zephyrhills 33542
www.ArtisticTeeth.com

s Cinema 10

6848 Gall Blvd « Zephyrhills, FL 33542 « 813-782-2222
Super Comfy Seats & Atmosphere

I**Run Movies -

“New Videos” of latest movies on our FB page

zephyrhillscinema.com

Fair Prices
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ROBOT, from page 1

hospital’s surgical services director. “Our
patients trust that they are receiving the
most advanced care, supported by cut-
ting-edge technology and delivered by
surgical teams known for their experience
and compassion.”

Robotic surgery can provide St. Joseph’s
Hospital-North surgeons with superior
dexterity, enhanced vision and improved
surgical access compared to conventional
minimally invasive surgery or traditional
open surgery.

The surgeon-guided robot navigates a
precise approach to areas that traditional
surgical instruments are unable to reach.

The four interactive arms of the robot
are over the patient on the operating table.
The surgeon operates the robot from a
console. The console has a high-resolu-
tion screen that projects 3-D images of the
surgical site.

The surgeon manually guides the surgi-
cal arms and instruments from the console
using their hands and fingers. When the
surgeon moves, the arms respond precise-
ly to those movements in real time. The
instruments work identically to the move-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BAYCARE HEALTH SYSTEM
Dr. Jonathon Tsai operates the robotic arms
from a console.

ment of a human arm, elbow and wrist,
but with an enhanced range of motion.
“Having the opportunity to use the
newest robotic surgical platform, the DV5,
has been a profound privilege,” said Dr.
Jonathon Tsai, a BayCare Medical Group
and St. Joseph’s Hospital-North surgeon.
“It has allowed me to leverage cut-
ting-edge technology to deliver the highest
standard of care to our patients at BayCare

|-.

Robotic surgery team members Primo Gunabe, Julie Laplume, Hailee Olsen,

Duane

Kelloway, Louis Garcia and Ashley Lavine stand in front of the robot at St. Joseph’s

Hospital-North.

St. Joseph’s-North here in Lutz. Robotic
surgery has truly shifted the surgical par-
adigm, offering a level of precision that
significantly minimizes postoperative pain
and shortens hospital stays. I look forward
to the future features of the DV5 and the
possibilities this updated platform holds

for our field and community.”

St. Joseph’s Hospital-North is ac-
credited as a Center of Excellence in
Robotic Surgery by the Surgical Review
Corporation. The designation signifies the
hospital’s robotic surgery services provide
the highest quality of care.

TROPICANA, from page 1

and a “Champions Quarter” neighborhood,
inspired by projects like The Battery in
Atlanta.

Taxpayer subsidies for new or renovat-
ed sports stadiums have drawn criticism
in recent years.

Florida TaxWatch, which in 2024
examined a proposal for a new Rays sta-
dium and surrounding development in St.
Petersburg, said it could end up costing

city and county taxpayers much more than
its estimated $1.3 billion price tag.

Gov. Ron DeSantis, who has opposed
using state money directly for stadiums,
signaled his approval for the team’s change
of course, calling the Hillsborough College
plan “mutually beneficial” and “what you
need to succeed in this day and age.”

Hillsborough County has considered
using an existing half-penny sales tax to
help fund the $2 billion stadium.

GROW, from page 1

presentation will explore the overlooked
moments behind entrepreneurial suc-
cess, showing how founders start, grow
and scale while leveraging relationships,
resources and experiences to create op-
portunity and build a stronger ecosystem.

“What makes GROW Pasco truly special
is the incredible cross-section of entrepre-
neurial journeys in one place, from those
just starting out, to successful operators
returning year after year, and everyone
in between,” said Dan Mitchell, assistant
vice president of entrepreneurship. “They

inspire, lift each other up and make pow-
erful connections, much like the ‘And Then
Moments’ Taylor Doe will explore in his
keynote, where one introduction or oppor-
tunity can change everything.”

WANT TO GO?

Visit  pascoedc.com/events/details/
grow-pasco to learn more about the
GROW Pasco sessions and to register.
The cost is $65 and includes breakfast, a
keynote lunch presentation and access to
various breakout sessions. Sponsorships
are available and offer access to exhibit
at the event.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PASCO EDC

Deb Mazzaferro talks about elevating one’s sales game during a breakout session at last

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

Students learn what it’s like to run a city during Junior Achievement’s Muma BizTown.

BIZTOWN, from page 1

The visit also marked a milestone for
Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay: the
20th anniversary of BizTown (now offi-
cially Muma BizTown) and Partner Tribute
Day, recognizing the aquarium for helping
bring learning opportunities to life for stu-
dents across the region.

After weeks of classroom preparation,
students interviewed for jobs, got hired
and ran their businesses like real profes-
sionals, marketing products, producing
goods and making decisions that showed
how leadership and financial choices
shape a thriving community.

“By investing time, talent and leader-
ship, students are connecting classroom
learning to real-world careers,” said
Richard George, president of Junior
Achievement of Tampa Bay. “By showing
up and engaging directly with kids, The
Florida Aquarium is shaping the next gen-
eration of confident, capable leaders for
the future of our community.”

Germann and 16 team members
worked alongside students in the aquar-
ium’s BizZTown storefront as part of the
organization’s Day of Action.

“At The Florida Aquarium, we believe
it’s our responsibility to make the world
a better place. Whether we’re saving ma-
rine life or inspiring the next generation

Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay served
46,270 students across a 13-county region
in the 2024-25 school year, delivering more
than 1.85 miillion instructional contact hours.

partnerships like Junior Achievement’s
Muma BizTown makes a lasting dif-
ference,” Germann said. “Seeing these
students confidently dive into profession-
al roles, tackle real-world challenges and
make meaningful decisions is energizing
and a powerful reminder that anything is
possible.”

The 20th anniversary also marks the
official renaming to Muma BizTown, in
honor of philanthropists Pam and Les
Muma. Their decades of support, including
a $5 million planned gift and $2 million to
$3 million in operational funding, have im-
pacted more than 300,000 students across

year’s GROW Pasco. of leaders, investing in our youth through Tampa Bay.
A\ e CAR CRASHES
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Civil Trial Practice ® Free Consultation

Drew Ben
Hudgins, Esq
Zephyrhills, FL

HudginsLawFirm.net

SERIOUS INJURIES
WRONGFUL DEATH

4 | February 25, 2026

| www. LakerLutzNews.com



BUSINESS digest

SEND YOUR BUSINESS NEWS TO
NEWS@LAKERLUTZNEWS.COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIBERTY MANOR FOR VETERANS
Community partners such as Tim Hurley of
CarePlus Health Plans help ensure veter-
ans at Liberty Manor have access to basic
resources. Hurley regularly visits Liberty
Manor for Veterans to support residents.
Visit libertymanor.org to learn more about
the nonprofit.

CEOS CONTINUE BUILDING
HABITAT HOME

LARGO - More than a dozen Tampa
Bay-area CEOs volunteered Feb. 13 in the
Ridgecrest community of Largo during

SMOKEYBEAR.COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF HABITAT FOR HUMANITY TAMPA BAY GULFSIDE
HGTV’s “100 Day Dream Home” hosts Brian
and Mika Kleinschmidt pose for a photo
during Day 3 of Habitat’s 2026 CEO Build.

Habitat for Humanity Tampa Bay Gulfside’s
fifth annual CEO Build.

The event marked the third of four
build days supporting a new home for the
Wesley family. Participants laid sod and
planted greenery.

Brian  Kleinschmidt and  Mika
Kleinschmidt, hosts of “100 Day Dream
Home,” served as guest site supervisors.

Since launching in 2022, the CEO
Build has grown from 50 leaders raising
$160,000 to 100 leaders raising $250,000
this year to provide a safe, affordable home
for Tyshawnna and Andre Wesley and their
four sons.

On the web: habitattbg.org/ceobuild/

DUKE ENERGY OFFERS
CUSTOMERS RESOURCES

TAMPA - Floridians may see higher
power bills following the recent cold snap
as heating systems worked harder and
used more energy.

Duke Energy Florida said rates are still
declining overall. Residential customers
using 1,000 kilowatt-hours will see a $33
reduction on February bills compared to
January, followed by another $11 decrease
in March.

The company also warns scams may
increase. Nearly 800 scam reports were
made in February 2025 after a previous

SMALL HMOT TALL

cold snap, and a similar spike is expected.

Customers can request installment
plans, due date extensions and access pro-
grams such as Share the Light Fund. Free
home energy assessments and rebates are
also available.

“Duke Energy has a dedicated team
ready to provide our customers with the
individualized support they need,” said
Melissa Seixas, Duke Energy Florida state
president.

GOLF TOURNEY TO RAISE
SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS

WESLEY CHAPEL - The North Tampa
Bay Chamber Foundation will host
the inaugural Fairways to the Future:
Scholarship Golf Tournament presented
by AdventHealth Wesley Chapel on April
10 at Saddlebrook Resort.

The scramble-format tournament sup-
ports scholarships for local graduating
seniors. Golfers of all skill levels can reg-
ister as a team or individual. The event
includes prizes, raffles, hole challenges
and a post-play awards luncheon. Special
guests and celebrity golfers will also par-
ticipate.

Registration begins at 8 a.m., followed
by a 9 a.m. shotgun start.

Fees are $700 per team of four or $175
per individual player.

Visit northtampabaychamber.com for
details.

19 ACRES SELL IN PORT RICHEY

PORT RICHEY - Hold-Thyssen, a com-
mercial real estate firm based in Clearwater
and Winter Park, has completed the sale of
a 19-plus-acre vacant tract at Richey Drive
and Wilkins Street.

Carol L. Kinnard, a transaction specialist
in the firm’s Clearwater office, represented
the seller, Jose Albert Kreijman of Malaga,
Spain, and the buyer, Port Richey Drive
LLC of Delray Beach.

“This sale reflects ongoing demand for
well-positioned land in Port Richey and
surrounding communities,” Kinnard said.
“Large tracts like this are increasingly dif-

Live stronger with

a healthy

£ 3

turn to AdventHealth Zephyrhills.

heart needs us most.

FloridaHeartExperts.com

Zephyrhills’ Heart Experts

From fatigue to chest pain or palpitations, every
symptom could be a sign that you need to see your
doctor. In those moments when your heart is at risk,

We’re honored to be recognized by U.S. News & World
Report as one of America’s best hospitals for congestive
heart failure treatment, and we’re here to help when your

Take your heart risk assessment today.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLD-THYSSEN
Carol L. Kinnard facilitated a land sale in
West Pasco County. She said there’s contin-
ued investor interest in well-located devel-
opment sites within the Port Richey market.

ficult to find, and buyers recognize the
long-term value of securing land in grow-
ing corridors.”

Hold-Thyssen specializes in commercial
sales, leasing and investment properties
statewide.

PASCO COUNTY EXPLAINS
PURCHASING OPPORTUNITIES

WESLEY CHAPEL - The Pasco County
Purchasing Department will host its “Doing
Business with Pasco County” Vendor
Workshop and Reverse Trade Show on
March 2 at the Wesley Chapel Recreation
Complex.

The event invites vendors interested in
working with the Pasco Board of County
Commissioners to learn how to bid on
county projects and connect with depart-
ments, major vendors and other business
owners.

Topics include the Vendor Preference
Policy, RFP and RSQ processes, the
Consultants Competitive Negotiation Act,
and how to prepare and submit bids and
proposals. Attendees will also learn about
county operations and available resources.

The workshop runs from 2 to 4 p.m. at
7727 Boyette Road, Wesley Chapel.

On the web: mypas.co/VendorWork-
shop.

< Q

heart.

HIGH
PERFORMING
HOSPITALS

HEART ATTACK

.
AdventHealth

Zephyrhills
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Best iIn Small Business

ALUMINUM

STEUE

ALUMINUM &
SCREENING, LLC
" Fon QUL Youn Scrconing Vieods."

* POOL ENCLOSURES ES'I":;EAE'I'ES
* SUNROOMS LICENSED &
* SCREEN ROOMS INSURED
* GLASS ROOMS

* RESCREENING 727‘847‘ 6216

CLEANING SERVICE

S 10% OFF | -

QUFNNIN[SRI Y (@48 FOR NEW CLIENTS

RESIDENTIAL{eICOMMERCIAL*

1013526351966

e LLe )
I USA Screening LLC.
scroentanar- et sereen-petor L2 10% OFF f
20x20 No-See-Um-Screen FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

B JOSUE RODRIGUEZ N

\ 813-203-1322

AIR CONDITIONING

Don’t leave =
potential HVAC:
issues up in the'a L

Loud noises, leaks, high utility bills, and
uneven temperatures are all signs you may
have HVAC issues. Ensure your home is-ready
year-round with tune-ups and repairs to your
cooling & heating systems.

Limited time only!

Up to $1,150 in rebates’
Plus 0% financing*

Our expert technicians will get the job done right the first time,
and you’ll appreciate our guaranteed on-time, same-day services.
» HVAC Replacement
* HVAC Repair & Maintenance

* Slow or Clogged Drains
« Sewer Line Inspect and Repair

* Backup Generator Install
« Qutdoor Landscape Lighting

HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

EMERGENCY (813) 497-7311 | IERNAair.com

*Learn more and start saving today at iernaAir.com/coupons.
© 2025 By IERNA’s Heating & Cooling. All Rights Reserved. FL HVAC Lic #CAC1822278,
FL Plumbing Lic #CFC1433561, FL Electric Lic #EC13014170.

PLUMBING

HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

It’s never a good time for
plumbing to take a day off

We’ll address plumbing problems beforem
they throw cold water on your pla_
omm—

Up to

$400 OFF

Water Heater Replacements*
Free same-day estimates. Plus, no interest & no payments for 12 months finacing

IERNA’s is there when you need us for all your home’s cooling, heating, plumbing and
electrical needs. Our expert technicians will get the job done right the first time!
* HVAC Replacement
* HVAC Repair & Maintenance

« Slow or Clogged Drains
« Sewer Line Inspect and Repair

* Backup Generator Install
« Qutdoor Landscape Lighting

EMERGENCY (HOTLINE) (813) 497-7311| iernaAir.com

*Learn more and start saving today at iernaAir.com/coupons.
© 2025 By IERNA’s Heating & Cooling. All Rights Reserved. FL HVAC Lic #CAC1822278,
FL Plumbing Lic #CFC1433561, FL Electric Lic #EC13014170. E

More Customers

Best in Small Business Directory = 70,000 READRERS

CALL TODAY TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS

J (813)/886:8509
Eti@

Marty Heid
Fence LLC

HANDYMAN

\JERSEY MIKE'S
HANDYMAN, LLC

JUST ASK! .

We prohahly
doit!

ala

=)

¢ Painting e Sheetrock < Doors
e Kitchens ¢ Flooring e Windows
e Bathrooms e Trim e Lighting

WE DO IT ALL! =75

(609) 7160-0289

Call 813-909-2800

to advertise

AN
& tell them you saw them in

The LAker [ Lutz NEWS

502%:

. 3months of rent |
IOR Pay5months !
. get an extra .
. month FREE* [

1 *some restrictions apply, new
1 customers only, limited time offer.

FALL IN LOVE WITH
YOUR SPACE AGAIN!

« Air-conditioned self storage
* Covered RV/Boat storage
* Enclosed air-conditioned RV/Boat storage.

We sell boxes and packing supplies. Family
owned & operated since 2001.
Ask about our military discounts and
move-in specials. Best prices around.  *

245 US Hwy. 301, Dade City, FL 33525 .1

;‘ - 813-395-6060
L 2. ‘www.maximusselfstorage.com:- .
i}. ... maximusdadecity@gmail.com - " i

L |
-
-
W

You've Got It!

Somebody
Wants It'

ThelLaker/LutzNews I'

| :
Classifieds JH- «:-1%].
813.909.2800 / \

FREE

ESTIMATES'

DRIVEWAY
& SIDEWALKS
WHEN YOU MENTION

THIS AD IN THE LAKER.
EXPIRATION 2/28/26

Promote
with
The Laker/_
Lutz News

ADVERTISING

WORKS

Best

In Small

Business
The Laker | Lutz News

Email
rachel@lakerlutznews.com
to advertise.

813-909-2800
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Community

BIG TYPE.

EASY READ. FAST RESULTS.

Classifieds
813-909-2800

Classifieds

HYDRAULIC ENGINEER:

Prepares hydraulic calculations for

stor

for land d

and watershed and dralnage system

state of Florida.

Ste 102, Lutz, FL 33558.

pr:

Position requires travel of 1 to 30 days,
10 to 20 times per year, to various

undetermined locations throughout the

Send resume to Tampa Civil Design,
Attn. J Hooker, 17937 Hunting Bow Circle,

€RIEHOM

Erie Roofing Since 1976

" LIMITED TIME OFFER

509%, OFF

Installation

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractar
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service ""I

FREE ESTIMATE

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234

| Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call
800-245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, Fender,
Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s to
1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, afforda-
ble buy in the ADS Network! For more information
www.communitypublishers.com/category/all-products

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than ever, it's
important to screen for Stroke & Cardiovascular Disease risk.
Life Line Screening is simple & painless. 833-970-4172

com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses

Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.

Need cash quickly? We buy houses in any condition. Get a
fair cash offer within 24 hours! Call today - Liz Buys Houses:
833-359-4707

Start the new
year clog-freel!

Claim by: 02/28/2026

15% OFF +10%

LeafFilter- Seniorss Miltary  Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-595-2102

Call 813-909-2800

to advertise
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AR 366920925, CA1035795, T HICO671520, C 420223000087, FL BCO36678, 10 RCE-51604, A C127230, LA 559544, MD MHICIT1225,WA 213292, I 26230331, 262300330,
zszxmm 262300328, 262300318, 62300173, MNIR$10524,MT 266192, NE 50145-24, N 86990, NI T3VHT3285000, N 408693, ND 47304 OR 218294, PA PA179643. I GC-41354,TH 10981,

Wiregrass Ranch Inc.

UTI0763658-5501, VT 174000087 VA 270516945, WY WNOSE312

Portable oxygen concentrator may be covered by Medicare!

Transform
Your Bathroom ,
and Change | ;J'l .
Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

|y safestep

1-855-417-1306

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

Reclaim independence & mobility w/the compact design &
long-lasting battery. Inogen One free info kit! 877-305-1535
(not available in AL)

w=| | seeks a General Ranch Worker in Wesley

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide coverage as
large carriers. No long-term contract or hidden fees, free ac-
tivation. All plans unlimited talk & text starting at just $20/mo.
877-751-0866

Become a published author. We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion & distribution. Free author's guide 877-
729-4998 or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed by
no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. Call 1-833-610-1936

to schedule FREE inspection/estimate. Get 15% off your en-
tire order. Military & Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited

time. Restrictions apply, see rep for details. (not available in

AK, AZ, ID, MT, ND, NM, NV, SD)

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited time offer up to
50% off install + additional 10% off install military, health &

1st responders. 833-370-1234
ADVERTISING
DISTRIBUTION

A .S SERVICES

www.communitypublishers.com/category/all-products

Jacuzzi.

Remodel

safety Style. SPECIAL OFFER

FREE
Fixtures and

FREE
Shower Door

Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521

Add terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer, Cannot be combined
with other offers. Expires 3/31/26.

Chapel, FL. Performs general ranch
work incl. Irrigate fields /row crops using
gravity flow and shovel/pack dirt in low
spots on ditch banks. Requires: 3 months
of exp. as a general ranch worker; Must
have the ability to drive All-Terrain
Vehicle (ATV) in order to move the
livestock safely; Must be able to lift 75
Ibs; irrigation knowledge; knowledge of
planting, cultivating, and harvesting hay
for livestock.

Send resume to

resumes@thewiregrassranch.com
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PHOTO COURTESY OF PATTY CAMUNAS
GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s Club
delivers a $2,000 check to Operation Patriots.

WOMAN'’S CLUB SUPPORTS
VETERANS

LAND O’ LAKES - GFWC Lutz-Land O’
Lakes Woman’s Club presented a $2,000
check to Operation Patriots from the pro-
ceeds of its Tombola fundraiser to support
entertainment and cookouts for veterans
at Baldomero Lopez State Veterans’ Home.

The presentation took place Feb. 7 at
the veterans’ home in Land O’ Lakes.

Club leaders said the donation reflects
the organization’s ongoing commitment to
community service and honoring local vet-
erans who have served the nation.

SCRIVENER RUNNING FOR 12TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

LAND O’ LAKES — Branden Scrivener
has announced an independent bid for
Florida’s 12th Congressional District, say-
ing his campaign will focus on government
accountability, education and lowering liv-
ing costs.

“I am running for Congress to put
people over special interests,” Scrivener
said. “Our current system is built to serve
corporate and foreign interests while the

working class is left behind. It’s time for
a representative who is unowned by po-
litical parties, figureheads and special
interests. One who is focused solely on
our community.”

His platform includes term limits and
limits on corporate donations, fully fund-
ing Title I public schools and addressing
medical debt and housing affordability.

Learn more about his campaign at bran-
denscrivenerfl.info.

FUNDRAISER HELPS POLICE
OFFICERS

TAMPA - West Central Florida Concerns
of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) will host
its Blue Hope Gala on March 7 at the
Firefighters Museum.

The chapter is seeking sponsorships

and auction items for the event, with all
donations tax-deductible.

Donna Wudyka, a retired Detroit police
officer and president of the West Central
Florida chapter, said the organization sup-
ports families and co-workers of officers
killed in the line of duty across nine coun-
ties, including Hillsborough, Pasco and
Pinellas.

The nonprofit provides emotional sup-
port, financial and legal resources, training
for agencies and travel assistance for survi-
vors attending National Police Week.

National C.O.P.S. has served more than
80,000 survivors through over 50 chapters
nationwide.

Contact Wudyka at 313-622-6048 for
sponsorship information.

Register at https://qtego.us/qlink/wcfcops.

CHALK
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SEND YOUR SCHOOL NEWS TO
NEWS@LAKERLUTZNEWS.COM
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APP HIGHLIGHTS
THEOLOGY
PROFESSOR

ST. LEO - Thomas
Humphries, professor
of philosophy, theolo-
gy and religion at Saint
Leo University, was
scheduled to be featured Feb. 23 on the
Ascension App as part of the Lenten sea-
son.

His reflection was to premiere on the
first Monday of Lent and be available
worldwide through the Catholic Bible and
Catechism mobile app’s daily Scripture
readings.

“On the first Monday of Lent we read
from Leviticus in Mass: ‘Be holy, as I the

Humphries

LORD your God am holy! This kind of ho-
liness means nothing less than entering the
mystery of God Himself,” Humphries said.
“It is a blessing that we get to invite our
students and those who use the Ascension
App to a deeper relationship with Christ
through Scripture and the Sacraments this
Lent.”

Humphries teaches theology and emer-
gency management at Saint Leo and is
active in Campus Ministry. He is the author
of two theology books.

LEARNING GATE TO HOST

ECOFEST

LUTZ - Learning Gate Community
School will host its annual EcoFest from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 25 at the Hanna
Campus, 16215 Hanna Road.

The free, family-friendly event cel-
ebrates Earth Day with live music, local
artisans, workshops and food trucks. The
Green Ribbon School uses EcoFest to pro-
mote sustainability and environmental
stewardship throughout the community.

Organizers are accepting applications
from local vendors, artisans and non-
profits, particularly those aligned with a
“green” mission.

Admission is free. Visit learninggate.

org/ecofest for vendor applications and
event details.

KIDS TAG ART STORE OPENS FOR
2025-26

TAMPA - The Hillsborough County
Tax Collector’s Kids Tag Art online store
is now open, featuring more than 2,700
original designs created by fifth-grade stu-
dents from over 55 schools for the 2025-26
school year.

Proceeds directly benefit participating
schools’ art programs, funding classroom
supplies and resources. Since launch-
ing, the program has raised more than
$149,000 for school art education.

“These talented fifth-grade artists have
worked hard to create unique designs, and
now it’s our turn to show them support,”
said Hillsborough County Tax Collector
Nancy Millan, who is partnering with
Hillsborough County Public Schools on
the fundraiser. “Every mug, keychain, or
license plate you purchase isn’t just a
beautiful piece of student art. It’s an in-
vestment in arts education.”

Shoppers can filter by school and
choose from products including vanity li-
cense plates, mugs and keychains.

Browse designs at HillsFaxFL.gov/shop.

QUICK HITS

* Scott Brewer, of Lutz, made the pro-
vost’s list for fall at Ohio University College
of Health Sciences and Professions in
Athens, Ohio. Students must have at least
a 3.5 grade point average to qualify.

e Sarah Caudill, of Lutz, made the
president’s list for fall at Ohio University
College of Health Sciences and Professions
in Athens, Ohio. Students must earn a 4.0
grade point average to qualify.

* Blake Graham, of Odessa, made the
dean’s list high honors for fall at Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College in Woods,
Indiana.

* Zayne Jack, of Lutz, graduated from
Milwaukee School of Engineering in the
fall. Jack received a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing.

* Trevor Mayberry, of Odessa, made
the dean’s list for fall at Mississippi State
University. Students must have a grade
point average between 3.5 and 3.79 to
qualify.

* Naila Schoefberger, of Lutz, was
among nearly 1,400 students graduating
from Mississippi State University in fall
2025. Schoefberger received the Bachelor
of Science from MSU’s College of Arts and
Sciences.
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Cowbird is on the move

——————

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENNA HICKS

Cowbirds are known to follow animal herds to get food and lay their
eggs in other birds’ nests. Show some initiative, Cowbird!
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Letter: How am | making a difference?

By Derick Farfan

While Black History Month is a time to
honor the men and women who bravely
and boldly paved the way for the African
Americans who came after them, it’s also
an opportunity to look to the future and
ask yourself: How am I making a differ-
ence?

Personally, I see the answer in my kids’
generosity and kindness towards others,
but I’'m one of the lucky ones who can see
it in my work as well.

As a 15-year Duke Energy employ-
ee involved with the African American
Association of Blacks in Energy, I have the
privilege of sharing the energy industry
with young people from all across Florida.

Every summer, my colleagues and I
host Youth Energy Academies, hands-on
programs designed to expose often under-
served students to the inner workings of
electric utilities while encouraging them
to consider pursuing careers in STEM.

They participate in fun activities and
demonstrations; engage in conversations
with lineworkers, control room engineers
and more; and tour towering facilities
housing complex equipment that they’ve
likely never seen or even heard of before.

The Youth Energy Academy concept
was conceived by three Duke Energy em-
ployees in 2011 and has since grown from
one location with a handful of students
to seven sites (Jacksonville, Gainesville,
Ocala, Orlando, St. Petersburg, Lake Wales
and South Florida) with roughly 60 at-
tendees each.

With several of these students coming
back year after year and some even going
on to succeed in the industry, including at
Duke Energy, we know it’s helping create
a better, brighter tomorrow for underrep-
resented groups in our communities.

Derick Farfan serves as large accounts
manager for Duke Energy Florida.

Tampa Theatre sees progress on $30M campaig

TAMPA - Tampa Theatre announced
progress on its Second Century Campaign:
a $30 million capital initiative to restore,
enhance and expand the landmark as it ap-
proaches its centennial on Oct. 15.

The campaign, which is focused on pres-
ervation, education and enhanced patron
experiences, will ensure Tampa Theatre
continues to thrive as a hub for arts, enter-
tainment and community engagement.

As part of the first phase of the cam-
paign, which totals $24.5 million, Tampa
Theatre will restore the historic Duncan
Auditorium to its original grandeur. The
Duncan Auditorium will be closed March
10 through the end of September for in-
frastructure upgrades, restoration of the
decorative paint and plaster, and preserva-
tion of its original fixtures and furnishings.

Other priorities for the first phase in-
clude:

* Opening the John T. Taylor Screening
Room, a 43-seat microcinema adjoining the
historic lobby, in June 2024, creating an
intimate space for first-run films and ensur-
ing that film fans will have access to Tampa
Theatre even as the historic auditorium un-
dergoes restoration.

* Renovating underutilized space on the
Florida Avenue side of the building to create
a new, two-story education wing that will
house permanent classrooms and archival

storage for year-round learning opportuni-
ties in partnership with the University of
South Florida, the University of Tampa and
others.

President and CEO John Bell described
the Second Century Campaign as a “trans-
formational investment in our community’s
cultural legacy.”

“By authentically restoring the historic
Duncan Auditorium and expanding our
capabilities through new spaces, we’re
confident that Tampa Theatre will continue
to educate, entertain, enlighten and unite
people for generations to come,” Bell said.

Thanks to the generosity of the com-
munity and leadership gifts from Bank of
America; Celia and Jim Ferman in memory
of Martha Ferman; Bonnie S. Sonnenfeld,;
and John T. Taylor, the campaign is more
than 93% of the way toward its first-phase
goal.

Significant public funding has been pro-
vided by the City of Tampa Community
Redevelopment Agency. This project is
sponsored in part by the Department of
State, Division of Historical Resources
and the State of Florida as well as the
Hillsborough County Board of County
Commissioners.

Visit tampatheatre.org/secondcentury to
make a donation or learn more about nam-
ing opportunities and other ways to give.

g CLUES ACROSS biopic 24. At last
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1. Traction aid

6. Freddy’s street

9. Reach a high

13. Italian bowling

14. Entrepreneur Gary
Vaynerchuk’s alias,
Gary
15. Jolly good one

16. Parallel grooves

17. Many, many moons
18. “Take it back!”

19. #”Song Sung Blue”
Best Actress nominee
21. *Movie with most
2026 Oscar nominations
23. Make a seam

24. Vampire’s tooth

53. Eagle’s nest

55. Unreliable newspaper
57. #2026 nominated film
with Stone and Plemons
61. *Chlo Zhao’s
nominee

64. Newton or Stern

65. Romanian money

67. Star-crossed one

69. To the point

70. a.k.a sodium
hydroxide

71. Novelist Zola

72. Formerly, formerly
73. Aye-aye

74.“He it like it is”

The LAKER/ LuizNEws CROSSWORD PUZZLE

25. Necklace fastener

26. Popular garden
perennial

27.1to Greeks, pl.

29. #2026 nominated
Beniciodel __

31. Benatar and Morita
32.Fly in ,ora
reminder of the past

33. Tarzan’s swing rope
34. *Fictional table tennis
champ

36. *Nominated “F1” star
38. Nobel Peace Prize
capital

42. Sacrum, pl.

25. Tai’s partner CLUES DOWN 45. Communicating with
28. South American 1. Not NBC or ABC spirits event
monkey 2. Reluctant 49. Hawaiian flower

30. Naphthenic acid +
palmitic acid

35. Pilot’s stunt

37. Forbidden, to a baby
39. Vampire of Greek
mythology

40. Italian wine region
41. Not Astroturf

43. Alpine lift

44. Sports figures, e.g.
46. Cantina pot

47. Email folder

48. Not vivid and bright
50. Nessie’s abode

52. *Jamie Foxx won
for his role in this 2004

3. Pantyhose hue
4.DNA and RNA, e.g.
5. Cups and saucers
6.20-20, e.g.

7. *7One Battle After
Another” Best Actor
nominee

8. High IQ society

9. *#7°s nominated
co-star

10. “Anything U
11. Wing-shaped

12. K to Romans, pl.
15. Like athlete’s foot
20. Behind on rent, e.g.
22. Night spot

garland

51. *Inspiration for #61
Across

54. Pep gathering

56. Lawn ornament

57. Angler’s hope

58. __ -friendly

59. Needlefish, pl.

60. Brewer’s kiln

61. Color wheel elements
62. Like fairytale
stepmothers?

63. Be a snitch

66. Payment for an eye
68. Hi-____ graphics
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