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Disc golf for life   
Zephyrhills resident and professional disc golf 
champion JohnE McCray suffered a massive 
heart attack in February that required three stents 
and an in-chest defibrillator. Now, months later, 
McCray is gradually gaining his endurance and 
strength back, to get back on the Professional 
Disc Golf Association (PDGA) Tour. Here he prac-
tices his signature move, the Turbo Putt, a type of 
throw for which he is widely known and one 
which he once sank from 100 feet. Check out the 

story in SPORTS, on page 12A. 

COURTESY OF NICOLE SANCHEZ  

Hats off grads!   
Nicole Sanchez is a graduate of the Class of 2022 
from Saint Leo University, in St. Leo. She’s the 
digital content assistant for The Laker/Lutz News. 
Check out more graduation pics on page 9A. 

By B.C. Manion 
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com 

 
It’s no secret that getting around Tampa Bay is 

challenging. 
Unlike other cities that have light rail, regional 

bus service and even subway systems — there’s 
no cohesive regional transit option that links 
counties within the Tampa Bay region. 

The Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority 
(TBARTA) — which includes Hernando, Pasco, 
Hillsborough, Pinellas and Manatee counties — is 

working to change that. 
The TBARTA board —made up of elected coun-

ty and city leaders, representatives of local transit 
authorities and gubernatorial appointees — is pur-
suing a Bus Rapid Transit system, which would 
create a 41-mile route, between Wesley Chapel 
and St. Petersburg.  

Riders would be able to take advantage of 
rapid bus routes, with stops at State Road 54, State 
Road 56, the University of South Florida, down-
town Tampa, Westshore, Tampa International 
Airport, the Gateway area of St. Petersburg, down-

town St. Petersburg and the Tropicana Field area. 
The idea is to make the buses convenient 

enough that riders will choose mass transit for re-
gional trips, rather than driving their own cars. 

Finding a way to reduce congestion and in-
crease mobility options are topics of obvious 
interest to board members of the Pasco County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, the lead 
transportation planning agency in Pasco County, 
and to members of the North Tampa Bay Chamber 

By B.C. Manion 
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com 

 
The Pasco County School 

Board has identified how it 
would spend its share of pro-
ceeds from a proposed 
extension of the Penny for 
Pasco surtax. 

Voters will decide in 
November if they favor ex-
tending the tax. 

The special 1-cent sales 
tax initially was adopted in 
March 2004, and was in ef-
fect from Jan. 1, 2005 through 
Dec. 31, 2014. Voters extend-
ed it for 10 years, with that 
renewal going from Jan. 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 
2024. 

Now, voters are being asked for another renew-
al — this time for 15 years, from Jan. 1, 2025 and 
Dec. 31, 2039. 

The school district, Pasco County and the 
county’s municipalities share the proceeds, with 
the school district and county each receiving 45% 
and the municipalities splitting 10%. 

Pasco School Board identifies how 
it would spend ‘Penny’ proceeds

See PENNY, page 11A

Pasco County clerk 
continues her push 
for a bigger budget 
 

This is the second year in  
a row the clerk is seeking a  
significantly larger budget than 
has been approved in the past 
 
By B.C. Manion 
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com 

 
Pasco County Clerk & Comptroller Nikki 

Alvarez-Sowles is seeking a budget increase of 
6.1% over her budget request of last year. 

But that percentage increase relates to her re-
quest from last year, not the actual amount she 
received. 

Her request in this year’s budget is about $14 
million. That’s roughly double of her current 
budget. 

See BUDGET, page 11A

See TRANSIT, page 11A

Is regional transit coming to Tampa Bay?

FILE 
Woodland Elementary School’s cafeteria is now more spacious, allow-
ing more children to eat at the same time. It also has a new stage, 
enabling the school to hold larger events. Those improvements were 
done using proceeds from the Penny for Pasco surtax.

FRED BELLET  A star-spangled show   
Four-year old Hudson Kirby, of Lutz, plants an American Flag into the ground near the Land O’ Lakes Heritage Park stage. Hudson was at the benefit event for 
the Tunnel to Towers Foundation and Let Us Do Good Village with his grandmother, Jewel Brown, of Lutz. See more coverage of this event on page 1B.

U.S. Army veteran Staff 
Sgt. Steven Daily, right, 
served in Afghanistan 

and Iraq and sustained 
injuries. He discussed 

his experiences during 
the event and 

expressed his grati-
tude to Corsos for 

Heroes. The 28-year-old 
St. Petersburg man 

received a Corsos for 
Heroes dog. The veter-

an was at the event 
with his wife, Rachael, 

an active member of 
the U.S. Air Force. 

Harry Toro, at left, a 
breeder from Lutz, was 
there to hand over the 

leash to Daily.
The Zephyrhills U.S. Army JROTC present the colors at the 
Memorial Day weekend event.



EMERGENCY CARE 24/7

AdventHealth Dade City
13100 Fort King Road
Dade City, FL 33525

AdventHealth Zephyrhills
7050 Gall Blvd. 
Zephyrhills, FL 33541

From stopping a heart attack in its 
tracks to treating a stroke at the first 
sign of symptoms, our team is ready 
for every emergency. And, with two 
convenient locations, AdventHealth 
makes it convenient access to 
award-winning emergency care 
24/7. So when minutes matter most, 
you never have to delay getting the 
care that can save your or your loved 
one’s life.

To find an AdventHealth ER near you, visit 
TheERExperts.com   

Every Minute Matters
Know where to go in an emergency.
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By B.C. Manion 
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com 

 
The Pasco County Planning Commission has 

delayed a request in the Central Pasco 
Employment Village, to give neighbors a chance 
to discuss proposed conditions of approval. 

The main sticking points involve the align-
ment of a proposed road and entitlements 
regarding commercial uses. 

The requested zoning would allow develop-
ment up to 2 million square feet of corporate 
business park and light industrial uses, as well as 
300,000 square feet of support commercial/of-
fice on 321.13 acres. The site is on the south 
side of State Road 52, about a half mile west of 
Bellamy Brothers Boulevard. 

The application, known as Eagle II, was filed 
by 3KS Family LLLP. 

George Southworth, of 3KS Family LLLP, and 
Cynthia Spidell, a professional land planner, 
spoke on behalf of the application during the 
planning board’s May 19 meeting. 

“We have a light industrial project. It’s an em-
ployment center. We have people that are 
looking for large, light industrial tracts, and we 
want to help the county fulfill that vision and 
bring some jobs to Pasco County,” said Spidell, 
who works for Stearns Weaver Miller, a law firm 
in Tampa. 

She said her client is willing to reduce the 
commercial entitlement by 200,000 square feet, 
if the county is willing to exchange that for addi-
tional industrial development. 

Chief Assistant County Attorney David 
Goldstein said the county board has made it 

clear that it wants to lift restrictions on industri-
al development in the Central Pasco 
Employment Village (CPEV). 

The CPEV is an area designated by the Pasco 
County Commission years ago to create a coor-
dinated vision among a group of landowners. 

As adopted, the plan envisions a mixed-use 
employment village on more than 2,400 acres, 

located along the south side of State Road 52, 
roughly between the Collier Parkway Extension 
and Bellamy Brothers Boulevard. The employ-
ment village is expected to contain commercial, 
residential and industrial uses. 

A system had been developed to allow 
landowners to swap entitlements among them-
selves, under the county’s supervision. But 
during the Pasco County Commission’s May 2 
meeting, it became clear that at least some 
board members don’t think that landowners 
within the CPEV should have to jump through 

hoops, if they want their sites to be used for in-
dustrial development. 

Disagreements already have arisen between 
CPEV landowners over entitlements, and a dis-
pute of a similar nature arose at the May 19 
planning board meeting. 

Daniel Bergin, representing D&D Ranch of 
Pasco LLC, an adjacent landowner, asked the 
planning board to delay the request. 

“Eagle II is seeking 300,000 square feet of 
commercial space,” Bergin said, which he said is 
inequitable, based on the overall total of com-
mercial allotted within the CPEV. 

Bergin asked Andy Joe Scaglione, the adjacent 
landowner, if he wanted to make some remarks. 

“Most of this information was not submitted 
with the application. That’s why it’s such a 
mess,” Scaglione said. 

“I’d like to ask for a continuance because all 
of this information was not in the application.” 

One issue in dispute involves the alignment 
of a proposed road that would be built on the 
Eagle II property. 

Scaglione and Bergin said they were not 
aware of the proposed shift. 

Goldstein, representing the county’s legal 
staff, told Scaglione it appears the new align-
ment would actually benefit Scaglione. 

“The eastern side of your property seems 
somewhat landlocked,” Goldstein said. “What the 
applicant is saying, is by that moving it, they’re 
going to build you a road going out to the east.” 

If the proposed road is left where it currently 
is, on the southern boundary, there’s a good 
chance it would never get built, Goldstein said. 

That’s because the county typically doesn’t 

require landowners to build roads that aren’t 
needed by their developments, and in this case, 
the property already has access to State Road 
52, Goldstein said. 

Still, Scaglione asked for a continuance, say-
ing the information came in at the last minute. 

Spidell disputed that claim, pointing to a sum-
mary of a Nov. 8 landowner meeting. 

She presented a map to the planning board 
from that meeting, noting: “This is the map we 
showed.” 

Goldstein asked the applicant if there’s a way 
to change the alignment of the road on its prop-
erty, to avoid making a portion of Scaglione’s 
property unusable. 

Southworth said they can provide connectiv-
ity, and “they can swing the road and hug their 
line.” 

Goldstein observed: “I think there’s a way 
that you two could work out a connection 
point.” 

But Southworth wasn’t so sure: “We aren’t 
going to work out a connection point with Andy 
Scaglione. It won’t ever happen.” 

Planning board Chairman Charles Grey re-
sponded: “I don’t think that’s necessary.” 

Ultimately, planning board members voted 3-
2 to delay the request until their June 16 
meeting. Planning board members Jaime Girardi 
and Roberto Saez dissented. 

That allows the parties time to have a meet-
ing, to see if they can resolve their issues. 

After the planning board makes its recom-
mendation, the request moves on to the Pasco 
County Commission, which has final jurisdiction 
on zoning and land use issues.

Planning board delays request, so neighbors can iron out issues

“Most of this information 
was not submitted with 
the application. That’s 
why it’s such a mess.”  

— Andy Joe Scaglione, adjacent landowner
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Thrift
Shoppes

www.GulfsideThriftShop.org | 727-845-5707 | Facebook.com/GHThriftShoppes

Dade City
37925 Sky Ridge Circle

813-782-7200

Lutz
1930 Land O' Lakes Blvd. 

813-909-0485

Zephyrhills 
36524 State Road 54

813-788-5461
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Honor A Legacy  Honor A Legacy  
At A Thrift ShoppeAt A Thrift Shoppe

Make a donation in honor of a special veteran our 

team will match it with Thrifty Bucks! Thrifty's Memorial 

Match promotion will end on Tuesday, June 14. 

Thrifty Bucks can be used to save $5 off of a $20 purchase.

BOOK 
YOUR 
VISIT 

TODAY!

NATURAL. REFRESHED. REJUVENATED.

Skincare Specials  
FREE Gift 

with a skincare  
purchase of  

$100 or more

Summer is here– 
don’t sweat it!  
$40 off 50 units or  
$80 off 100 units of 

Juveau #NewTox

One Year Anniversary 
Giveaway  

Enter our giveaway for a 
chance to win a gift basket 
and $100 gift card. Details 
on Facebook and Instagram

OCULOFACIAL SURGERY AND 
COSMETIC LASER INSTITUTE 

24420 SR 54 | Lutz, FL 33559 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 813.303.0123 
Email: info@doctorrosh.com 

Website: doctorrosh.com 
 

Instagram: doctorrosh_oscli 
Facebook: Oculofacial Surgery and Cosmetic Laser Institute

By Kathy Steele 
Special to The Laker/Lutz News 

 
After being declared a federal legal holiday in 

2021, Juneteenth is gaining greater recognition as 
communities across the nation celebrate, and com-
memorate, the historic end of slavery in the 
United States. 

The holiday marks the day in history, when on 
June 19, 1865, Union soldiers reached Galveston, 
Texas, with the news that slaves were free. 

President Abraham Lincoln had issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation to free slaves in 
Confederate states in rebellion against the Union 
in 1863. Texas was the last Confederate state to fall 
to Union soldiers. 

For generations Black communities celebrated 
Juneteenth, or Freedom Day, with picnics, church 
services, remembrances of ancestors, poetry read-
ings and programs about African American 
heritage. Over the years, a handful of states, includ-
ing Texas, recognized Juneteenth as a state holiday. 

For many years, Pasco County has issued 
proclamations honoring Juneteenth. 

Now, with a national holiday marking the day, 
Juneteenth is garnering more attention. 

“I am very pleased and very happy with inter-
est being shown not only in Pasco (County) but 
across the country. People are celebrating even be-
fore the day of Juneteenth. There’s great history 
here,” said Cassie Coleman, a member of the East 
Pasco Juneteenth Committee and an organizer of 
the Rosewood Traveling Exhibit. “I think it’s going 
to get bigger and bigger,” she said. She also thinks 
it will “teach our children a little bit more about 
our history.” 

In Pasco County, the Parks, Recreation, and 
Natural Resources Department is partnering with 
businesses and community groups to organize a 
week of Juneteenth activities. Partners include 
East Pasco Juneteenth Committee, AdventHealth, 
Pasco-Hernando State College, the Pioneer Florida 
Museum & Village and the Rosewood Family 
Reunion Inc. 

In Wesley Chapel, residents of Union Park and 
Union Park East will host the third annual 
Juneteenth Family Day to “celebrate freedom,” on 
June 18 from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., at The Landing. 
Festivities will include free drawings, games, spo-
ken word performances, music, dancing, and food 
trucks. 

In prior years of local Juneteenth events, Pasco 
County’s parks department and AdventHealth em-
braced the festivities with a goal to expand 
outreach for health screenings within Black and 
Hispanic communities. 

In 2020, a Saturday event drew about 300 peo-
ple, said Kimberly Miller, East Pasco recreational 
coordinator for the county’s parks department. 

Last year as a national holiday, the Juneteenth 
crowd grew to more than 700 people, she said. 

“It’s become huge. We’re looking to make it big-
ger and better.” 

Festivities from June 15 through June 18 will 
include traditional picnics with health screenings, 
and family activities, music, a bowling night, a 
community paint party and a special presentation 
on the history and legacy of the Rosewood 
Massacre. 

A special Rosewood Traveling Exhibit will be 
on display at the Pioneer Florida Museum & 
Village from June 13 through June 20. On June 17, 
Rosewood descendants from the Lacoochee com-
munity will host a special presentation:  A Night to 
Remember. 

Lacoochee resident Ebony Pickett is a descen-
dant of several survivors of the Rosewood 
Massacre.  

The trauma of Rosewood is still felt, Pickett 
said. Some survivors changed their names soon 
after because they thought they would be tracked 
down. “It was a real fear,” she added. 

Rosewood was settled in the 1840s by white 
and Black residents, but by the 1890s, the town 
was predominately Black. The one exception was 
a white family that ran a general store. 

In the first week of January 1923, white mobs 
including Ku Klux Klansmen from surrounding 
counties descended on Rosewood fueled by an 
untrue report that a white woman had been as-
saulted and raped. They burned and destroyed the 
town. Some residents received shelter from the 
white store owner. Others fled into the nearby 
swamp and hid for days in bitter cold. Those who 
survived never returned but resettled in other 
communities, including Lacoochee. 

The number of deaths is disputed. 
The official record acknowledges eight deaths 

— six Black people and two white people. But 
Pickett said survivors remember many more 
Blacks died. 

Rumors of a mass grave have persisted, despite 
official reports to the contrary. 

Survivors were reluctant for many years to talk 
about the massacre until prodded by younger fam-

ily members. Pickett said she didn’t hear the story 
of Rosewood until she was in third grade. It was a 
secret too dark to be spoken of publicly by those 
who lived through the assault, she said. 

Pickett’s uncle, Willie Evans, who died in 2020, 
was among survivors who fought to secure repa-
rations through the Florida legislature. A 
Rosewood claims bill was approved in 1994 that 
included direct payments to a small number of 
survivors and educational scholarships to descen-
dants. 

The Rosewood Family Reunion Inc. created the 
Rosewood Traveling Exhibit to tell their story. The 
special presentation will include members of the 
Rosewood families, a youth art show and a per-
formance by the Rosewood Family Choir. 

Pickett is glad to see Juneteenth becoming na-
tionally recognized as a day to celebrate but also 
an opportunity to reflect and learn about the past. 
“We’re happy to do more,” she said. 

Coleman agrees. “It’s something that will put us 
in mind of facts and history, so we won’t repeat it 
in future.” 

Pasco observes Juneteenth through events, celebrations

Beats N’ Brushes, a canvas 
painting party set to music  
WHEN: June 15, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: The James Irvin Center, at  38122 Martin 

Luther King Blvd., in Dade City 

COST: $10 Tickets are required. 

INFO: 352-521-4166 

 
Family Bowling Night 
WHEN: June 16, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: East Pasco Pin Chasers, 6816 Gall Blvd., 

Zephyrhills 

COST: $5 Tickets are required. 

INFO: 352-521-4166  

 
A Night to Remember 
WHAT: A special presentation on the legacy of 

Rosewood and a youth art show. 

WHEN: June 17, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

WHERE: Pioneer Florida Museum & Village, 15602 

Pioneer Museum Road, Dade City 

COST: Free but pre-registration is required. Space is 

limited. 

INFO: 352-521-4166 

The Rosewood  
Traveling Exhibit 
WHAT: A special exhibit on the legacy of Rosewood 
including photographs and artifacts from Rosewood 
family survivors 
WHEN: June 13 through June 20, during museum hours 
WHERE: Pioneer Florida Museum & Village, 15602 
Pioneer Museum Road, Dade City 
COST: Contact the museum for hours and admission. 
INFO: 352-567-0262 

Third Annual Family 
Celebration Day 
WHAT: Juneteenth celebration organized by resi-

dents of Union Park and Union Park East 

WHEN: June 18, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

WHERE: The Landing, 32885 Natural Bridge, Wesley 

Chapel 

COST: Free 

INFO: Email forthecultureup.e@gmail.com. 

 
Second Annual East Pasco 
Juneteenth Community 
Celebration 
WHAT: Free health screenings; food trucks; family fun 

zone; games; drawings for prizes; local vendors; 

Juneteenth Toddler Pageant; and special performances 

WHEN: June 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

WHERE: The James Irvin Center, at  38122 Martin 

Luther King Blvd., in Dade City 

COST: Free 

INFO: Contact Kimberly Miller at 352-521-4166 or 

kmiller@pascountyfl.net. 

Upcoming Juneteenth celebrations 
These special events are planned during Juneteenth Week, June 15 to June 18
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HOME DÉCOR 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, will 
host a craft class on June 9 at 2 p.m. Participants 
can make a shell windchime or picture frame. 
Register online at PascoLibraries.org. 
 
COOKING SHELLFISH 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, will 
present Seafood 101: Cooking FinFish and 
Shellfish for Two at Home, on June 9 at 6 p.m.  
Participants can learn kitchen tips and hints, and 
anecdotes about the joys and challenges of 
cooking seafood for two. There will be a cooking 
demonstration. Register online at 
PascoLibraries.org. 
 
STREET BASH 
The Dade City Street Bash will take place on June 
10 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., starting at the Dade City 
Brew House, 14323 Seventh St., and continuing 
down and past Meridian Avenue. Every second 
Friday of the month, the Brew House takes over 
Seventh Street for local vendors, car showings, live 
music, food, and an open-container wet zone for 
residents and visitors. For information, call 352-
218-3122, or visit DadeCityBrewHouse.com. 
 
JELLYFISH STORYTIME 
The Land O’ Lakes Library will host Oceans of 
Possibilities Storytime: Jellyfish on June 11 at 9:30 
a.m. and again at 10:30 a.m., for children and their 
caregivers. The event will take place at the Land O’ 
Lakes Recreation Complex, 3032 Collier Parkway, 
Activity Rooms 1 and 2. Registration is online at 
PascoLibraries.org. 
 
MASTER GARDENING 
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 Eighth St., 
will host Master Gardener sessions on June 11. At 
9 a.m., a Master Gardener will be on hand to 
answer questions.  At 10 a.m., the topic will be 
Butterfly Gardening for Children that will include 
activities, a storytime, educational displays and 
demonstrative boards, for ages 4 to 12. 
Registration is online at 
GardeningSolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/ 
 
HOW MONEY WORKS 
The American Financial Education Alliance (AFEA) 
will present a “How Money Works” course at the 
Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural Center, 
12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, on June 12 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.  The nonprofit AFEA teaches 
people of all income levels how to do a money 
analysis, understand how money works, and how 
to design a strategy to fit their needs. Registration 
is online at PascoLibraries.org. 
 
MANATEE PROGRAM 
The Hillsborough County Public Library 
Cooperative will present a live, online program 
entitled “ZT Saves: Florida Manatees” on June 13 at 
6:30 p.m., for all ages. Participants can ‘meet’ a 
Florida manatee, ask questions to animal care 
professionals and learn how to support the 
species in the wild. The program is presented in 
partnership with ZooTampa and the Lowry Park 
Zoological Society of Tampa. Register through the 
calendar feature at HCPLC.org. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
The Church at Myrtle Lake, 2017 Riegler Road in 
Land O’ Lakes, will host the Spark Studios Vacation 
Bible School from June 13 to June 17 from 9 a.m. 
to noon. The event is free for children in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. Registration is 
open online at MyrtleLake.org. For information, 
call 813-949-5516. 
 
FAVORITE FILMS 
The Tampa Theatre, 711 N. Franklin St., in 
downtown Tampa, will host its popular Summer 
Classics Movie Series.  All shows are at 3 p.m. 
Classic films are $10 at the box office and $12 
online ($7 for theater members); sing-alongs and 
silent films are $13 at the box office and $15 
online ($10 for theater members). Upcoming films 
include: 
• June 13: “Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope” 
(1977, PG, Sci-Fi) 
• June 19: “In the Heat of the Night” (1967, PG-13, 
Crime Drama) 
• June 26: “Fail Safe” (1964, Not Rated, War Thriller) 
• Aug. 7: “Blazing Saddles” (1974, R, Western 
Comedy) 
• Aug. 14: “All That Jazz” (1979, R, Musical Drama) 

• Aug. 21: “Casablanca” (1942, PG, Drama). This 
film also will be shown on Aug. 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
• Aug. 28: “One Week” (1920, Not Rated, 
Comedy) and “The Camerman” (1928, PG, 
Comedy Romance). Both are silent films. 
For a complete summer list and tickets, visit 
TampaTheatre.org. 
 
GREEN SCREEN FUN 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, 
will present “Find Your Treasure: Green Screen 
Fun” on June 14 at 1 p.m., for tweens. 
Participants can create an ocean adventure story 
while learning about the Green Screen. A parent-
signed photo release (available at the program) 
is required to be in the video. Kids can 
participate without a photo release, but will not 
appear in the video. Register at 
PascoLibraries.org. 
 
NETWORKING GROUP 
The East Pasco Networking Group will meet on 
June 14 at 7:30 a.m., at the Sarah Vande Berg 
Tennis & Wellness Center, 6585 Simons Road in 
Zephyrhills. The guest speakers will be Pasco 
County Tax Collector Mike Fasano; Charles 
Tousell, candidate for Pasco County Board, 
District 5; and Steve Meisman, candidate for 
Pasco School Board, District 1. For information, 
call Nils Lenz at 813-782-9491 or Vicky Jones at 
813-431-1149. 
 
HILLSBOROUGH RIVER 
The Hillsborough County Public Library 
Cooperative in partnership with the Tampa Bay 
History Center will present “Secrets of the 
Hillsborough River” on June 14 at 2 p.m., online, 
for teens and adults. Register through the 
calendar feature at HCPLC.org. 
 
PUPPET SHOW 
The Zephyrhills Public Library will host a live 
Rumpelstiltskin Puppet Show on June 15 at 
10:30 a.m., next-door at Zephyrhills City Hall, 
presented by the Bit ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre. 
The program is free for children in kindergarten 
through fifth grade, and their caregivers. No 
registration is required. 
 
NATIVE PLANTS 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, 
will host a gardening seminar about Florida 
native plants on June 15 at 11 a.m. The guest 
speaker will be Mary Ellen Gotto from the 
Florida Native Plant Society. Participants can 
learn about the plants and their pollinators, and 
which ones are suitable for the landscape and 
how to maintain them. Registration is required 
online at PascoLibraries.org. 
 
SPACE EXPLORATION 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12119 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, 

will host a space exploration party with fun 
experiments and crafts on June 15 at 11 a.m. 
Register at PascoLibraries.org. 
 
CANVAS PAINT PARTY 
Beats N’ Brushes will take place on June 15 from 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at the James Irvin Civic 
Center, 38122 Martin Luther King Blvd., in Dade 
City. Participants can ‘let the music move them’ 
as they tap into their creative side for this 
canvas paint party. The cost is $10 per person. 
Online registration is at 
Secure.rec1.com/FL/pasco-county-fl/catalog, 
under the East Side Recreation tab. 
 
SUGAR SCRUB 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, 
will offer a craft class on June 16 at 2 p.m., for 
teens in grades eight to 12. Participants can 
learn to make a mermaid sugar scrub. Masks are 
recommended, but not required. Registration is 
required online at PascoLibraries.org. 
 
FISH FRY 
J.F. Swartsel Lodge, 3109 W. Lutz Lake Fern Road, 
will host its monthly Third Friday Fish Fry on 
June 17. Service begins at 5 p.m., and ends at 8 
p.m. (or until the food runs out). The cost is $15 
for eat-in, and $13 for carry-out. 
 
FLOWER CROWNS 
The Starkey Ranch Theatre Library Cultural 
Center, 12118 Lake Blanche Drive in Odessa, 
will host a flower crown craft class on June 18 
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., for ages 10 and older. 
Participants can create a summer solstice flower 
crown – a fun circlet of flowers to wear. Learn 
to put together a cascade of flowers or 
something simpler, whether it’s earthy, fairy or 
princess style. Register online at 
PascoLibraries.org. 
 
SPRING CONCERT 
Atonement Lutheran Church, 29617 State Road 
54 in Wesley Chapel, will host a spring concert 
titled, “Show Me the Way,” on June 18 from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Music will be provided by the 
Godify Bank and the Celebration Choir, along 
with a few surprises. Admission is free and 
complimentary child care will be provided. For 
information, call 813-973-2211, or email 
office@discoveralc.com. 
 
OPEN AUDITIONS 
Live Oak Theatre will host auditions on June 18 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., for “Murder on the 
Orient Express.” The Agatha Christie murder 
mystery will be performed from Sept. 23 
through Oct. 9. This open audition is for 
members and non-members of the repertory 
company. Auditions will require prepared 
readings from the script, and those who 
audition must be prepared to show their ability 
to become the character. To get a description of 

the characters and the accents they require, 
email liveoakstagemanager@gmail.com, to 
familiarize yourself with the scenes pertaining 
to the characters you are interested in. 
 
CIVIL WAR REENACTMENT 
The Pioneer Florida Museum and Village, 15602 
Pioneer Museum Road in Dade City, will present 
“Home Front: The Civil War” on June 25 from 
noon to 3 p.m. The event will feature a 
converted convalescent hospital, a camp of 
Home Guards conducting drills, living history 
stations and presentations in the Lockey Room 
in the Main Building. Admission is $12 for adults, 
$10 for seniors/veterans, $6 for students, and 
ages 5 and younger are free. For information, 
visit PioneerFloridaMuseum.org. 
 
HAM RADIO FIELD DAY 
Members of the East Pasco Amateur Radio 
Society will participate in the national Amateur 
Radio Field Day exercise on June 25 and June 
26, at the San Antonio Train Depot, 32700 
Railroad Ave., in San Antonio. Ham operators 
provide a free public service to their 
communities during a disaster or emergency, all 
without needing a cellphone or the internet. 
The field day will demonstrate ham radio’s 
ability to work reliably under any conditions 
from almost any location and create an 
independent communications network. The 
event is open to the public. For information on 
the field day or amateur radio, visit 
EPARSonline.org. 
 
SUMMERTIME FESTIVAL 
Starkey Ranch District Park will host a 
SummerTime Fun Festival on June 26 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will feature food trucks, 
a kid zone, summer games, music, and more 
than 60 vendors. Admission is free for all ages. 
Visit Facebook for more information. 
 
ZEPHYRHILLS SUMMERFEST 
The seventh annual Zephyrhills Summerfest, an 
Independence Day Celebration, will take place 
on July 2 from noon to 9:30 p.m., at Zephyr 
Park, 38116 Fifth Ave. Fireworks are scheduled at 
dark. Vendors can register online at 
tinyurl.com/2zzaebb4 (food vendors sold out). 
For information, call 727-674-1464. 
 
CAKE CONTEST 
Entries for the Lutz 4th of July Cake Contest can 
be dropped off at the Lutz Community Center, 
98 First Ave., N.W., between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m., 
on July 3; or between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m., on July 
4. Cakes must be no larger than 9 inches by 13 
inches. Cakes or pies that require refrigeration 
will not be accepted. Categories include: Adult 
Best Decorated; Adult Best Tasting; Youth Best 
Decorated (ages 11 to 18); Youth Best Decorated 
(10 and younger); Youth Best Tasting (11 to 18); 
Most Patriotic (all ages); Guv’na Favorite; 
Cupcakes Best Decorated; Best Pie (all ages); and 
Youth Best Tasting (10 and younger). All entries 
will be auctioned off after the parade. For 
information, email lutz4thofjuly@gmail.com. 
 
BIRTHDAY BASH 
To celebrate Tampa’s 135th birthday, the Tampa 
Bay Moms Group will host a Birthday Bash on 
July 16 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 1710 N. 
Highland Ave., in Tampa, next door to Armature 
Works. There will be food trucks, interactive 
exhibits, entertainment, goody bags for the first 
100 families, party favors, giveaways, gifts and 
more. Admission is free. For information, visit 
TampaBayMomsGroup.com. To join as an 
exhibitor or sponsor, email 
steffany@tampabaymomsgroup.com. 
 
CONCERT EVENTS 
The Carrollwood Cultural Center, 4537 Lowell 
Road, will celebrate the music of 1969 and host 
these concert events: 
• Aug. 6 at 8 p.m.: Peace of Woodstock. Tickets 
are $23 for center members and $28 for non-
members. Streaming also is available for $12. 
• Aug. 20 at 8 p.m.: Bad Moon Rising – A Tribute 
to Creedence Clearwater Revival (CCR). Tickets 
are $29 for center members and $33 for non-
members. Streaming also is available for $15. 
Tickets can be purchased at the center’s box 
office, online at CarrollwoodCenter.org, or by 
calling 813-922-8167. 
For information about shows, classes, camps, 
memberships and the center’s COVID 
guidelines, visit CarrollwoodCenter.org. 

Thrift shops need volunteers 
 
Gulfside Hospice thrift shops are in need of a few extra helping hands for the 

summer. 
All five Gulfside shops need volunteers to assist with accepting donations, sorting 

and pricing items, organizing merchandise on the shelves, assisting customers and 
more. 

Volunteers can work flexible schedules in the location of their choice, including 
Dade City, Hudson, Lutz, New Port Richey or Zephyrhills. 

Volunteers also receive discounts when shopping at any of the stores. 
Those interested must be at least 15 years of age. Teens and students can earn 

community service hours toward scholarships and other programs. 
For information and store locations, visit GulfsideThriftShop.org, talk to any store 

manager, or call 727-845-5707.

Your Community Calendar • Submit 2 weeks in advance to: news@lakerlutznews.com • All listings free of charge
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Explore! 
Get swept away on an adventure  

A Tradition of Excellence 
in Elder Law

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.  
Before you decide, ask us to send you FREE written information about our qualifications and experience. 

     Durojaiye Law  
3632 Land O’Lakes Blvd, #105-7 • Land O’Lakes 
813-996-1895 • www.durojaiyelaw.com

Taking legal action to protect your assets, provide for your loved 
ones, and ensure your final wishes are followed while you can make 
these decisions on your own terms is important.

• Wealth Preservation • Elder Law 
• Healthcare Planning • Medicaid Planning  
• Retirement Planning • Estate Planning  
• Living Trust • Last Will & Testament 
• Power of Attorney • Probate

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

818

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

13-949-1331

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

  
  

 

 1519

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

  
  

 

 

www.LakerLutzNews.com June 8, 2022 5A

 

INTUITIVE  READINGS  BY  TAROT,  ORACLE,  CHANNELING ROTOAYBSGNIDAEREVITIUTNI T

TSSYHERBS, OILS, INCENSE, CRY
R

ALKWACALL OR BOOK ONLINE • W
RO,T,OOROATAYBSGNIDAEREVITIUTNI T R

eMoon.comedTripltanEnch
813.355.4795

T

 

      GNILENNAHCELCR

ALS, CANDLES.AT
A

MEOCK-INS WEL
GNILENNAHC,ELCCACRA

hills, FL 33542Zephyr
38367 CR 54

CENTRAL PASCO DEMOCRATIC CLUB 
The Central Pasco Democratic Club will meet 

in person on June 15 at the Meadow Pointe 1 
Community Center, 28245 County Line Road in 
Wesley Chapel. Socializing starts at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the meeting at 6:45 p.m. For information, 
email centralpascodemocraticclub@gmail.com.  

 
EAST PASCO DEMOCRATIC CLUB 

The East Pasco Democratic Club will meet 
June 20, remotely on ZOOM.  All friends of the 
Democratic Party are invited to attend. 
Congresswoman Val Deming will be the speaker. 
Socializing starts at 6 p.m. The meeting starts at 
6:30 p.m. Email eastpascodems@gmail.com, or call 
813-383-8315 for details. 

 
WESLEY CHAPEL REPUBLICAN CLUB 

The Wesley Chapel Republican Club is having a 
Candidate Forum, involving candidates for District 
4 of the Pasco County Commission. Candidates 
Christina Fitzpatrick, Gary Bradford and Shannon 
Wittwer are expected to participate at the forum, 
which is set for June 9 at 6:30 p.m., at Myrtle Lake 
Baptist Church, 2017 Reigler Road, in Land O’ 
Lakes. 

 
BOOK CLOSING DATES 

The book closing date for the primary election 
is July 25; the primary election is Aug. 23. The book 
closing date for the general election is Oct. 11; the 
general election is on Nov. 8. 

The book closing date is the statewide dead-
line to register to vote, or change your political 

party for any election, if you are already registered. 
For first-time voters in Florida, a completed voter 
registration form must be in the Supervisor of 
Elections’ office, or postmarked, by the book clos-
ing date. If you have relocated to a new address 
within Florida, register that address with the 
Supervisor of Elections’ office as soon as possible. 

An online sample ballot usually will be avail-
able 30 days to 35 days prior to an election. 
Immediately following the election, the sample 
ballot will be replaced by the election results.

Political Agenda is a column that runs only 
during election years. 

It gives candidates a place to announce they 
are seeking political office. It lets voters know of 
upcoming Meet the Candidate nights or politi-
cal forums. 

It is a place where political clubs can an-
nounce upcoming meetings, and it will include 
news that is pertinent to voters for upcoming 
elections. It also will announce endorsements. 

It is limited to candidates who are running 
for office in The Laker/Lutz News coverage 
area. 

This column does not include political 
fundraising events. 

There is never a guarantee of publication, 
but we do consider each item we receive. Please 
submit items for consideration at least two 
weeks prior to the desired publication date. 
Send submissions to news@lakerlutznews.com.

POLITICAL AGENDA

The Pasco County Commission has approved 
the 120 precinct boundaries recommended by 
Supervisor of Elections Brian Corley. 

Corley informed Commission Chairwoman 
Kathryn Starkey in a May 2 letter, of the need to 
change the precinct boundaries as a result of re-
districting, which occurred because of the 2020 
U.S. Census. 

As a result of that redistricting, Corley wrote, 

Pasco now will be represented by two congres-
sional districts: District 12 and District 15. 

It also will be represented by three members 
of the Florida Senate, from Districts 11, 21 and 23, 
and four members of the Florida House of 
Representatives, in Districts 53, 54, 55 and 56. 

In his letter to Starkey, Corley also noted that 
the new precinct lines conform to municipal 
boundaries.

New precinct boundary lines

ENDORSEMENTS 
• Seth Weightman, candidate for District 

2 on the Pasco County Commission, has re-
ceived the endorsement of State Sen. Danny 
Burgess, according to a release from 
Weightman. 

• U.S. Rep. Gus Bilirakis, in Florida’s 
12th congressional district, has received en-
dorsements from Citrus County Sheriff Mike 
Prendergast and from U.S. Congressman Jim 
Jordan, according to a news release from 
Bilarakis’ campaign. The 12th congressional 
district includes all of Citrus and Hernando 
counties, and parts of Pasco County. 

• Stacy Hahn, who is running for reelec-
tion for the District 2 seat on the 
Hillsborough County School Board, has been 
endorsed by Associated Builders and 
Contractors (ABC) Florida Gulf Coast 
Chapter, according to her campaign.



3-slides, 30k mile, washer & dryer, auto leveling, king bed,
satellite, leather NEW!!! Was $189,995

Now $137,819

2016 39ft 
Winnebago Suncruiser A

Sleeps-3, full bath & kitchen, awning, 3,750 pounds,
A/C & Heat/NEW!!!! Was $25,995 

Now $19,987

2021 22ft
Springdale Toy Hauler

2-slides, auto leveling, leather is good, sleeps-6, generator,
2-ACs, CLEAN!!! Was $59,995

Now $48,798

2009 33ft 
Mirada Class-A

1-slide, private bunk room, sleeps-9, ducted A/C & heat,
electric jacks and awning LOADED!!  MSRP  $45,963 

Now $31,897

2022 34ft 
Salem Cruise Lite Travel Trailer

Front living room, washer & dryer, 6-point auto leveling, TVs, multiple 
awnings, king bed, LOADED!!! MSRP  $152,995 

Now $109,491

2022 42ft 
Durango Gold 5th Wheel

3-slides, washer & dryer, residential fridge, king bedroom, leather is 
perfect, auto leveling, rear cap/NEW!!! Was  $69,995

Now $59,497

42ft 
Big Horn 5th Wheel

3-slides, generator, rear patio, TVs, fireplace, auto leveling,
3-awnings, LOADED!!!  MSRP  $119,995

Now $79,724

2022 45ft 
Vengeance Rogue 5th Wheel

Model 29KS, 1-slide, AC, sleeps-7, huge cargo area, electric awning, 
full bath, kitchen. MSRP $69,919

Now $44,893

2021 35ft 
Rogue Toy Hauler

21k miles, slide, murphy bed, generator, full dry bathroom,
full kitchen, Mercedes diesel chassis.  MSRP $198,995 

Now $119,929

2018
Winnebago Era 70M

Double Slide, Queen Bed, Nightstands, TV Cabinet w/Desk/Vanity Below w/
Stool, Wardrobe w/Drawers, Angle Shower, Dinette or Table & Chairs, Sofa 
Bed or Easy Rest Sofa, Lounge Chair & Pull-Out Table or Euro Chair w/Otto-

man, 3 Burner Range, Refrigerator, Pantry, and MORE! MSRP $59,995

Now $35,951

2006 33ft
Winnebago Adventurer

2-bedrooms, residential appliances, island kitchen, washer & dryer, 
sleeps-6. LOADED!!! Was $79,995

Now $59,917

2022
Puma Park Trailer

9,000 , 2-slides, auto leveling, king bed, generator, sleeps-8,
LOADED!!! Was $109,995 

Now $86,971

2018 28ft
Windsport Class-A

S A L E S  •  S E R V I C E  •  P A R T S

ESCAPE IN AN RV 
THE SAFEST WAY TO TRAVEL 

The most fun and easiest way to social distance.

813-779-1010 • 813-629-3334 • 813-629-2000
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MORE CHOICES FOR CARE AT HOME

LEARN MORE: Gulfside.org | 800-561-4883

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Wound Care & Dressing Changes

Ostomy Care & Catheter Changes

Balance Training

And much more!

Nurses on call 24/7 to manage and monitor pain,

symptoms and comfort

CNAs to help with personal care

Coordination of medical supplies, medications

and equipment

Visits from on-staff physicians

And much more!

The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report 
 
Eagle Scouts, and community service, leader-

ship and accomplishment, were honored at the 
May 22 Eagle Scout Reception, hosted by the 
Greater Tampa Bay Area Council of Boy Scouts of 
America, according to a news release. 

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest in 
Scouting and requires earning at least 21 badges, 
completing an Eagle Scout community service 
project and holding leadership positions in the 

Scouting unit. Girls and boys both are eligible to 
attain the rank. 

The council had 206 Scouts earn the rank be-
tween May 1, 2021 and April 30, 2022, said council 
board member Nick Digirolamo, who served as 
master of ceremonies for the event, recognizing 
those Eagle Scouts. Many of the 206 being hon-
ored live in the Lutz and Land O’ Lakes area. 

The Eagle Scouts, dressed in their uniforms, pa-
raded into the banquet hall at the USF (University 
of South Florida) Embassy Suites, receiving a stand-

ing ovation from family members, Scout leaders 
and friends. 

According to the news release, Digirolamo told 
the Eagles, “You are the best and brightest 
Scouting has to offer.” 

He said the 206 Eagles had 24,328 of com-
bined hours in volunteer labor for their Eagle 
Scout projects. He added that using the U.S. 
Department of Labor figures for employment, that 
was about $628,000 worth of service to the com-
munity. 

The event also included the announcement of 
the council’s Eagle Scout Project of the Year. 

Jacob Young, 17, of Lithia, received the award 
for his bat house that can shelter up to 3,000 bats. 
The Troop 61 member and Newsome High stu-
dent built it for the nonprofit Future of Hunting in 
Florida using $3,500 he raised for the project. 

His project will be entered into the competi-
tion for the National Eagle Scout Service Project of 
the Year, sponsored by the National Eagle Scout 
Association.

Eagle Scouts honored for community service and leadership at reception

COURTESY OF THE GREATER TAMPA BAY AREA COUNCIL OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
Among those attending the Eagle Scout Reception on May 22, from left: Mark Rhodes, Scoutmaster of 
Troop 212 in Lutz, 17-year-old Michael Jeffries, of Lutz, and Jeffries’ parents, Karen and Paul. The Eagle 
Scout attends Freedom High School.

Thirteen-year-old Carly Winscott and 15-year-old Taylor Winscott are Eagle Scouts and members of Troop 
834 in Pasco County. They were among those attending an Eagle Scout reception on May 22.
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SUMMER CAMPS!
June 6th – July 22rd • 9:00 am to 3:30 pm 

(dates vary by center) 

$199 for a week long camp
Register online at 

www.pinchasers.net
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5540 6TH ST, ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542 
813-395-8758

We are here 
for you!

Stop in and 
see us!

  
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 P

Tu

A   
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
or appointmentf

xt ePlease call or t

uesday - Saturday

542, FL 33

OPEN

813-640-4588
SALON NUMBER 

813-507-3681GRACE • 

GERI • 813-610-1751

AMBER • 217-827-1655  
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

yrephe • Zv21 5th A hills

S

G

385

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Zephyrhills, F
5707 Gall 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9pm
Ladies Night and• 
Daily Specials Op• 

YAYTUESDA

‘Em 8exas Hold TeT• 
*Regular Priced

Y $1 off DAYALL DA
ppreHospitality A• 

Daily Specials Op• 
YAY

FL 33542
Blvd. 

MONDA

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
tion 7pmDouble Elimina

ournamentToool 8 Ball P T• 
ool Open- 7pmree PF• 

Domestic Pitchers
ootball Sunday $10 F• 

ysy MarLoaded Blood• 
Daily Specials Open-7pm• 

YAYSUNDA

Dancing
y Night DJ and LineCountr• 

Daily Specials Open-7pm• 
YAYATATURDAS

Live Music 9pm No Cover• 
Daily Specials Open-7pm• 

YAYFRIDA

No Cover
pen-7pm

pen-7pm

d Karaoke
pen-7pm

8pm

Drinks*
tionecia

pen-7pm

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

g 11pmGrab Ba• 
Live Music 8pm • 
Daily Specials Op• 

YAYTHURSDA

Karaoke 9pm• 
Daily Specials Op• 

YAY813-715-2004

f Wineff$1 Of
$11 & $13 Beer Buckets

2-4-1 Domestic Cans
$5 Domestic Mini Pitcher

ell Drinks2-4-1 W
Y SPECIALS • OPEN - 7PMLYD

p y ,
WEDNESDA

AIL

NEW LOCATION: 5139 Gall Boulevard, Zephyrhills, FL 33542
Personalized service with experience that matters when it matters the most

 
 

 
     

 
 

     

HERE FOR YOU AS WE CELE

 
 

 
     

 
 

     

TE 4 YEARSAT

(813) 715-2039

Zephyrhills
Ave38435 5th 

Quarters
The Gentlemen's 

4/one 

EBRA

bershop.com

 
 

 
     

 
 

     

.zephyrhillsbarbwww

•  Full  line  of  Elite  Dixie  Belle 
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Mineral  Paints 

•  WoodUbend  Moldings 

•  Cottage  Industry  Goods 

•  Vintage  Furniture  &   

Repurposed  Decor 

•  Monthly  scheduled  or   

Private  Painting  Classes

38501  5th  Avenue  •  Zephyrhills  •  (813)  395-5146
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CONGRATULATIONS to Rescue Pets 
of Florida for being applauded by Ava-
lon Park Wesley Chapel. 

Rescue Pets of Florida’s mission is to 
rescue, vaccinate, spay/neuter, and find 
loving adoptive homes for stray, aban-
doned and neglected cats and dogs. 
The nonprofit also wants to increase 
public awareness of the companion ani-
mal overpopulation issue, and provide 
solutions to end the killing of adoptable 
animals in the Tampa Bay area.  

The nonprofit did an outstanding 
3,500+ adoptions last year. It routinely 
works with local shelters and the Hu-
mane Society, who are usually always 
at capacity (or over).  

“It’s the fulfillment one feels when 
doing it, that makes it all worthwhile,” 
says Jeanine Cohen, founder of Rescue 
Pets of Florida. 

Adoption is so important to the non-
profit that last year they spent over 
$150,000 just on vet care, which en-
sures each furry friend is healthy and 
ready to be adopted. 

“I am super proud of how this rescue 
is able to fundraise to pay for life-saving 
operations that most people wouldn’t be 
able to afford,” says Cohen. 

One of the nonprofits' cats, DoSiDo, 
is a perfect example of this. DoSiDo had 
to have a Pectus Excavatum, which ran 
close to $4,000. Another cat, Sidney, 
recently had to have a liver shunt repair 
that cost $3,750.  

“When you donate to us, every penny 
counts. We are committed to saving 
animals that may have otherwise been 

euthanized due to their high cost of 
care,” says Cohen. 

According to Cohen, the two main 
ways you can help support Rescue Pets 
of Florida is by becoming a volunteer, 
or fostering a pet in need. 

Cohen and her team will make sure 
to provide a foster parent with all the 
support and materials they will need, 
which includes a supportive group chat 
that will answer any questions and pro-
vide emotional support to help with the 
process.  

The community can also help sup-
port Rescue Pets of Florida by sending 
monetary donations through its Paypal, 
Venmo, Facebook Page or by purchas-
ing items on its Amazon wishlist, which 
you can also drop off at any of the non-
profit’s adoption center locations. Some 
of the nonprofit’s most needed items are 
wet cat food and pee pads. 

Rescue Pets of Florida’s adoption 
centers, which are open seven days a 
week, are located at five PetSmarts in 
the Tampa Bay area. One of them is 
right here at the PetSmart at The Grove 
in Wesley Chapel. 

“We would not be successful with our 
adoptions without PetSmart Charities,” 
says Cohen, “We show cats and kittens 
seven days a week at each of our loca-
tions. PetSmart donates a free bag of 
food, and coupons galore to each 
adopter.” 

For more information, please go to 
www.rescuecatsofflorida.org. To check 
out the nonprofit’s Amazon Wishlist, go 
to tinyurl.com/2s3u2fcs.

33613 state road 54 • wesley chapel • (813) 783-1515

L I V E L E A R N W O R K P L A Y

W E S L EY  C H A P E LW E S L EY  C H A P E L

valon
pplauds

Rescue Pets of Florida
If you know a student or nonprofit deserving  of recognition, 

please email your nominee suggestion to  
kcarmack@lakerlutznews.com.

8A www.LakerLutzNews.comJune 8, 2022

Injured?Injured?

 

Free  Consultation
Drew  Ben  
Hudgins,  Esq  
Zephyrhills,  FL

 
 

 

 

jnI

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

ruj

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

?de

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

?

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

800-9

Hudgins

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

50-5534

sLawFirm.net

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

4

t

John Cumberland, a former left-handed pitcher 
who appeared in 110 Major League Baseball 
games from 1968 to 1974, passed away in his Lutz 
home, on April 5. 

He was 74. 
Cumberland was a member of the New York 

Yankees, San Francisco Giants, St. Louis Cardinals 
and California Angels, and then went on to manage 
in the majors for 23 years. 

Originally from Maine, Cumberland made his 
major-league debut with the Yankees in late 1968 
and then was traded to the Giants in the offsea-
son. He spent most of his pitching career with the 
Giants, but ended his nine-year playing career after 
a brief stint with the Cardinals. He finished his ca-
reer with a 15-16 record, six complete games, two 
shutouts and two saves. Over 334 1/3 innings 
pitched, he gave up 312 hits, 142 earned runs and 
46 home runs, walked 103 batters and struck out 
137. His career ERA was 3.82. 

Cumberland began coaching in 1982 as pitch-
ing coach of Class A Lynchburg of the Carolina 
League. He was there three seasons, including in 
1983 when he coached 18-year-old phenom and 
Tampa native Doc Gooden. Cumberland worked 
as a minor league coach for the New York Mets, 
Milwaukee Brewers and the San Diego Padres. 

He was briefly the Boston Red Sox pitching 
coach, in 1995, before becoming a scout for the 
team. From 1999 to 2001, he was the Red Sox 
bullpen coach. In 2002, he became the Kansas 
City Royals pitching coach, until he finally retired 
from baseball on June 29, 2004.  

Cumberland, who also was in the Army 
Reserve and inducted into the Maine Sports Hall 
of Fame, is survived by his wife of 52 years, three 
sons, a brother, a sister and three grandchildren.

MARATHON HOCKEY TOURNAMENT  
On June 10 and June 11, the Tampa Warriors 

Hockey Club (TWHC) will host a Hockey Heals 22 
event at AdventHealth Center Ice, 3173 Cypress 
Ridge Blvd., in Wesley Chapel. 

The event entails 22 hours of continuous hock-
ey play to raise awareness and provide support to 
veteran suicide prevention. 

The 22 hours of play was chosen because, 
since 2009, 22 has been the daily average of veter-
an suicides. 

TWHC is a 501(c)(3) team organized to oper-
ate exclusively for charitable and educational 

purposes, for disabled veterans and first respon-
ders. 

The event, open to the public, kicks off at 6:30 
p.m. on June 10 and concludes at 5 p.m. on June 
11. It will include the games, raffles, food and 
more. 

For more information, please email TWHC ex-
ecutive director Chris Scangarello at 
chris.scangarello@tampawarriors.com. 

 
To submit notable sports news, event informa-

tion, and individual or team accomplishments, 
email mcamunas@lakerlutznews.com.

Lutz man was former MLB player, coach

COURTESY OF BLOUNT & CURRY FUNERAL HOME-CARROLLWOOD 
John Cumberland, a former Major League Baseball 
player and coach, was living in Lutz at the time of 
his death in April.

CHECK THIS OUT
SEND SPORTS NEWS TO MCAMUNAS@LAKERLUTZNEWS.COM

Check out more SPORTS coverage on page 12A.

MONTHLY FISHING 
TOURNAMENT  

South Pasco Bassmasters (SPB) 
had its monthly tournament in 
May, this time fishing at Lake 
Panasoffkee in Sumter County. 

Tim Troutt teamed up with 
Derek Boswell, as the two 
brought in fish with a winning 
weight of 21.29 pounds. Troutt 
and Boswell caught their fish cast-
ing chatter baits, Rattle Traps and 
flipping soft plastics around scat-
tered grass in 2 feet to 5 feet of 
water. 

SPB’s next tournament will be 
on Lake Kissimmee, on June 18.   

For more information, visit 
SouthPascoBassmasters.com.

Food Truck Party Vacation Bible School

REGISTER: harvester-community-church.mycokesburyvbs.com

WHEN? 
June 20th - 24th 

TIME? 
9:00 - 11:30 AM 

WHERE? 
Harvester Community Church 

2432 Collier Parkway 
Land O’ Lakes, FL

K- 5TH GRADES
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COURTESY OF TAMMY FRISCO 
Cannon Frisco is a member of the Sunlake 
High School Class of 2022. Tammy Frisco 
writes: ‘Cannon will graduate with cum laude 
honors. He also won the Senior Superlative for 
Best Smile.’ Cannon plans to pursue the path 
to become an emergency medical 
technician/paramedic and firefighter.

COURTESY OF TERRY AND CARROLL CARPENTER 
Katilyn Tawzer poses on her big day. 
Terry and Carroll Carpenter, longtime 
residents of Lutz, submitted this 
photo of their grand-daughter, 
Kaitlyn Tawzer, who graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree from Florida State 
University. Her grandparents were 
there to see their first grandchild to 
graduate from college. Kaitlyn is a 
graduate of Blake High School. Her 
family lives in Wesley Chapel.

Rielly Perez, who played 
varsity baseball, and 
Brooke Lea, who played 
varsity softball, are both 
graduates of the Zephyrhills 
High School Class of 2022. 
Hiedi Perez writes that 
Rielly and Brooke have 
been friends since elemen-
tary school and both are 
big believers in giving back 
to the community. Rielly will 
attend Nova Southeastern 
University. Brook will  
attend the University of 
Central Florida. 

COURTESY OF SHANA CARNAHAN 
Ethan Carnahan, of Lutz, graduated with honors 
from Hillsborough Virtual K-12. He will be attend-
ing Florida Polytechnic University in the fall.

COURTESY OF KAREM DE LA HOZ 
Sebastian Gutierrez is a graduate of 
the Class of 2022 from Wesley 
Chapel High School. Karem De La 
Hoz writes: ‘Sending warm congratu-
lations today and wishing you all the 
best at Wittenberg University. We are 
so proud of you!’

COURTESY OF SHANNON BILLEK 
Kaylee Grace Billek is a volunteer 
prekindergarten graduate from The Cherry 
Tree. Shannon Billek writes, ‘I can’t believe 
your VPK year is over! Kaylee girl, you are 
the answer to my dreams. I am so proud 
of you and beyond excited you are now a 
Wildcat! Kindergarten here she comes!!!’ 

COURTESY OF KATY SWETS 
Trinity Swets is a member of the Class of 
2022 at Land O’ Lakes High School. 
Katy Swets writes: ‘In this photo, she is at 
her annual dance banquet, for Contempo 
School of Dance. She currently is a dance 
student at Contempo, as well as a teacher.’ 
Trinity plans to continue to teach dance at 
Contempo and to attend Pasco-Hernando 
State College, in the fall.

COURTESY OF MARY JANE WEEKS 
Everett Walker graduated from kinder-
garten in Alpine, Wyoming. He lives with 
his mom, dad and little brother, Evan. He 
attends Thayne Elementary School. He is 
the great-nephew of Mary Jane Weeks, 
account manager for The Laker/Lutz News.

COURTESY OF ASHLEY MISTRETTA 
Luna Mistretta, 5, graduated from VPK at 
Temple Terrace Presbyterian Weekday 
School in Temple Terrace on May 26. She 
said she wants to be “a copy editor like 
Mama” when she grows up. She is the 
daughter of Ashley and Matthew Mistretta, 
art director of The Laker/Lutz News.

By B.C. Manion 
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com 

 

T
here were lots of big 
moments being cele-
brated around The 
Laker/Lutz News’ 
coverage area in re-

cent weeks, and there will be 
more before Graduation Season 
2022 concludes. 

Whether your favorite gradu-
ate was making the transition 
from pre-kindergarten, finishing 
up a doctoral degree, or progress-
ing at any stage in between — it 
was a time to pause and celebrate. 

We invited you to share photos 
of your favorite graduates, and you 
responded.  

Here’s a look at the gallery of 
photos we compiled.

COURTESY OF TRACY GASCHLER 
Tracy Gaschler, who describes her-
self as a super-proud momma, writes: 
‘Rebecca Gaschler, of Lutz, graduat-
ed with honors from the University of 
Central Florida Burnett Honors 
College with degrees in political sci-
ence, pre-law and psychology. The 
National Merit scholar is the 2022 
Austyn White Memorial Award recipi-
ent for her contributions to the UCF 
Moot Court team, She placed in 
nationals this year.’ 

COURTESY OF TARA STRIGLER 
Kelsey Strigler, a graduate from 
Wiregrass Ranch High School, is 
heading to Florida State University.

COURTESY OF TARA STRIGLER 
Kylie Strigler, left, and Delaney 
Strigler are both graduates of eighth 
grade at John Long Middle School, 
in Wesley Chapel. They’ll be attend-
ing Wiregrass Ranch High School.

COURTESY OF MARY JANE WEEKS 
Andrea Burgess is a graduate 
from Steinbrenner High School. 
She is the great-niece of Mary 
Jane Weeks, an account manager 
for The Laker/Lutz news. Mary 
Jane writes: ‘She graduated with 
a 6.04 GPA and will attend the 
University of South Florida this 
fall, working toward a double 
major in computer science and 
music. I am so proud of her.’ 

COURTESY OF NICOLE SANCHEZ 
Nicole Sanchez is a graduate of the Class 
of 2022 from Saint Leo University, in St. 
Leo. She’s the digital content assistant for 
The Laker/Lutz News. The Laker/Lutz 
News staff says to Nicole: ‘We’re proud to 
salute our very own graduate! 
Congratulations, Nicole. We’re happy 
you’re part of our team.’

COURTESY OF VICTORIA CHRIST 
Nathan Christ is a graduate of 
Discovery Point Terra Bella in Land 
O’ Lakes. Victoria Christ writes: ‘He 
is very excited to graduate VPK (vol-
untary pre-kindergarten).’

COURTESY OF LARA HENDRIX BRENNAN 
Alexandra Paige Hendrix is a member of the 
Land O’ Lakes High School Class of 2022. 
Her mother, Lara Hendrix Brennan writes: 
‘She loves God, family, friends, playing golf 
and animals. Alexandra will be attending 
Pasco-Hernando State College in the fall.’

COURTESY OF CAROLANN NEWSOME  
Lutz resident Mariah Tirado is a member 
of the Gaither High School Class of 2022. 
Her mom, Carolann Newsome, writes: ‘We 
are so proud of Mariah, she is truly one of 
a kind. She loves cowboy boots and rac-
ing. Mariah races go-karts at Dirt Devils 
Speedway in Land O’ Lakes. She plans to 
become a Realtor.’

The Laker/Lutz News 
salutes grads of all ages

COURTESY OF JESSIE GUGLIETTA 
Ellie Guglietta graduated from voluntary pre-kindergarten at Kids’ Stuff 
Preschool, in Lutz. Jessie Guglietta writes: ‘When asked, Ellie wants to be a 
dog sitter, and singer and songwriter when she grows up. But for now she 
enjoys school, swimming and Disney!’

COURTESY OF KAREM DE LA HOZ 
Daniella Gutiérrez graduated from Wesley 
Chapel Elementary School and will attend 
Thomas Weightman Middle School. 
Karem De La Hoz writes: ‘Good luck in 
middle school and remember, a positive 
mindset brings positive things.’  
 

COURTESY OF PAM AND ALLAN URBONAS 
Daniel Urbonas is the IB 
Valedictorian of the Class of 2022 
at Land O’ Lakes High School. He 
is a National Merit Scholar and 
will attend the University of 
Florida, studying in the College of 
Engineering, Honors Program.

COURTESY OF HIEDI PEREZ 



SUMMER HAUL PASS 
Students can ride Paco County Public 

Transportation buses on regular routes all sum-
mer, for just $20. The special rate is effective June, 
July and August 2022. 

Summer Haul Passes are available at these loca-
tions: 

• GoPasco Administrative Office, 8620 Galen 
Wilson Blvd., New Port Richey 

• Pasco County Clerk & Comptroller Office, 
East/West Pasco Government Centers 

• Pasco-Hernando State College bookstores, in 
Dade City, New Port Richey and Wesley Chapel 

• County libraries 

For more information, please visit 
bit.ly/SummerBusPass. 

 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

• William Brockman, of Lutz, Dean’s List at 
Tallahassee Community College 

• Austin Brown, of Lutz, Dean’s List at 
Tallahassee Community College 

• Mya Cobb, of Lutz, Diversity Scholarship at 
Appalachian University (Boone, North Carolina)  

• Hannah Coleman, of Lutz, Dean’s List at 
Tallahassee Community College 

• Jaelyn Evans, of Odessa, Dean’s List at 
Mississippi College (Clinton, Mississippi) 

• Kassidy Gordon, of Lutz, Dean’s List at 
Tallahassee Community College 

• Jenny Han, of Odessa, President’s List at 
Georgia State University 

• John Martinez, of Dade City, Dean’s List and 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
Management, from Union University (Jackson, 
Tennessee) 

• Ryleigh McElroy, of Lutz, Dean’s List at 
Talllahassee Community College 

• JoAna Mucklow, of Odessa, Chancellor’s 
Honor Roll at the University of Mississippi. 
Mucklow is majoring in general business. 

• Mykayla Christine Parise-King, of Lutz, 
Honor Roll of the Academic Dean at Mars Hill 
University (North Carolina) 

• Brynnan Popper, of Odessa, Dean’s List at 
Tallahassee Community College 
 
SUMMER MEALS PROGRAM 

Pasco County Schools Summer Food Service 
program began June 6 and will continue through 
July 29. 

Breakfasts and lunches will be provided 
Monday through Thursday to anyone age 18 and 
younger, at various West Pasco, Central Pasco and 
East Pasco schools. 

Students attending PLACE or Extended School 
Year programs will receive meals on campus 
while attending the program. 

For school locations, visit 
Connectplus.pasco.k12.fl.us/summerfoodpasco/si
te-locations/. 

Additionally, buses will be available at these lo-
cations, also Monday through Thursday: 

• Hilltop Landings Apartments, 37611 Colina 
Drive, Dade City 

• Resurrection House Park, 37124 Lock Street, 
Dade City 

• Trilby United Methodist Church, 37504 Trilby 
Road, Dade City 

• Zephyrhills YMCA, 37301 Chapel Hill Loop, 
Zephyrhills 

• Crystal Springs Community Center, 1655 
Partridge Blvd., Zephyrhills 

For questions and information, email 
FNS@pasco.k12.fl.us. 

 
FEE ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

Pasco-Hernando State College’s (PHSC) 
District Board of Trustees (DBOT) will consider 
approving proposed adjusted course-related fees 
at its board meeting on June 21 at 6 p.m., at the 
North Campus. 

Fee adjustment proposals are reviewed and ap-
proved for DBOT consideration by PHSC’s 
Council of Academic Affairs, a committee that in-
cludes representation by administrators, deans, 
academic department chairs, program directors, 
faculty and staff. 

Many fee adjustments relate to vendor increas-
es for workforce courses, laboratories and 
program testing. Some fees may be covered by fi-
nancial aid, scholarships and grants.  

For details regarding proposed fee adjust-
ments, justification for the fees and fee 
implementation details, visit Policies.phsc.edu, 
and click on Policies and Procedures, Public 
Disclosures.
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The Laker/Lutz News likes to keep our readers informed about news from our local schools, including upcoming events, photos of events, recognitions and so on. Submissions need to include who, what, 
where, when, contact information, identifications for individuals in a photo (unless it is a large group), and a photo credit. Please send your information two weeks prior to desired publication date, and 
email it to news@lakerlutznews.com. If you would like The Laker/Lutz News to consider coverage of an event, send a request to the same email.

 

 

 
6  WEEK  ACADEMIC  CAMP 
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Air Force graduate 
earns her ‘wings’ 

 
Abbey Duncan, a 2017 graduate of 

Wesley Chapel High, graduated from 
the Air Force Academy on May 25. 
She was nominated and recom-
mended to the academy by U.S. 
Rep. Gus Bilirakis. Nominees to 
the academy undergo rigorous 
medical and physical testing, have 
their academic credentials 

reviewed and have to score a mini-
mum of 26 on the ACT, as well as go 

through a series of interviews. 
Athletics, extracurricular activities and 

community service also are considered. 
Abbey’s favorite training at the academy was jump 
school, of which she did all her jumps solo and 
earned her jump wings. Abbey is the daughter of 
Denise Duncan, retired Shriners Hospital nurse, and 
Ken Duncan, retired teacher and coach.  

COURTESY OF KEN DUNCAN 

COURTESY OF HERITAGE ARTS CENTER ASSOCIATION 
Erin Caffarelli, 2022 Nereim Fine Arts Award 
winner

The Heritage Arts Center Association 
(HACA) produces “Spotlight on Talent,” a re-
gional performing arts competition for 
young students up to high school seniors. 
There are $4,000 in prizes and trophies, in 
addition to a $1,000 Pasco Heritage 
Scholarship. 

This year, the scholarship was awarded to 
Faith Phaller, a Blackwood Studios dancer. 

Heritage Arts also gives the Nereim Visual 
Arts Award to aspiring artists, in honor of the 
late founding board members Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Nereim. 

Erin Caffarelli, a graduating senior at 
Zephyrhills High, was selected for this recog-
nition. She shared her sculpture of a 
dramatic fox-like creature — realistic but 
completey imaginary — with the HACA 
Board. Her work can be viewed on Hertiage 
Art’s Facebook page, as well as its website at 
HeritageArts.org. 

Caffarelli will attend Pasco-Hernando 
State College and plans to study mechanical 
engineering and robotics at Florida 
Polytechnic.

TALENT ABOUNDS IN 
THIS COMPETITION 
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The school board adopted a resolution listing 
specific projects, as well as spending categories, 
for the estimated $1 billion that it would receive 
in additional revenues. 

The proposed list includes numerous new 
schools. 

Those new schools on the list include a new el-
ementary in the Bexley development and a K-8 in 
the Ballantrae area. Both of those developments 
are off  State Road 54, in Central Pasco. 

The district is proposing a K-8 in the emerging 
Central Pasco Employment Village, off State Road 
52, west of Interstate 75. Another K-8 is expected 

in the Village of Pasadena Hills, which is between 
Wesley Chapel and Dade City. 

The district also would use Penny for Pasco 
funds to add computers in schools, upgrade the 
district’s computer network, fortify the safety on 
its campuses, upgrade athletic facilities and im-
prove safety at driver pickup locations at schools, 
among other things. 

The county proposes to spend its portion of 
the tax revenues this way: 40% for transportation, 
20% for economic development, 20% for public 
safety; and, 20% for environmental lands, as well as 
park infrastructure. 

In the above info graphic is a look at the Pasco 
School Board’s proposed list of projects, based on 
a resolution the board approved on May 17.

PENNY, from page 1A

of Commerce, which advocates for business devel-
opment and workforce opportunities. 

Both groups recently heard presentations on 
TBARTA’s efforts to make something happen on 
the regional transportation front. 

Chris Jadick, director of communications for 
TBARTA, briefed North Tampa Bay Chamber mem-
bers on the history of TBARTA and gave them an 
update on its current efforts. 

“As you probably know, we don’t have good 
public transportation in this area,” Jadick told 
chamber members, during a luncheon meeting. 

“There was a 2019 survey, before the pandemic 
hit, about the best and worst public transporta-
tion. The top three cities there were actually 
Seattle, Boston and San Francisco. 

“We’re at the list at the very bottom. Out of the 
100 cities that were ranked in this survey, Tampa 
was 98; St. Petersburg was 99. And, by the way, 
since this survey came out, the No. 100 city, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, has added Bus Rapid Transit.” 

The Florida Legislature designated TBARTA as 
the sole authority in Tampa Bay regarding the im-
plementation and operation of regional transit, 
Jadick said. 

To that end, TBARTA has developed Envision 
2030, which is a 10-year strategic plan. 

“Envision 2030’s goal is a region-wide transit 
network that efficiently connects people and 
places, making the Tampa Bay area more competi-
tive with regions across the country,” Jadick said. 

TBARTA’s board has approved a Locally 
Preferred Alternative (LPA) that calls for a regional 
bus rapid transit that would operate along 
Interstate 275, with stops in Pasco, Hillsborough 
and Pinellas counties. Funding for the system has 
not yet been identified or secured. 

Efforts are ongoing to build cooperation 
among TBARTA’s board and core partners, to en-
able the region to be competitive for federal 
funding, when it becomes available, Jadick said. 

He noted: “It is contentious in Hillsborough 
County right now, as to whether that stretch be-
tween USF (University of South Florida) and 
downtown Tampa would be dedicated lanes, or 
would it operate in mixed traffic. 

“If you’ve been following that discussion, you’ll 
know there are lot of folks, especially on the 
Hillsborough side that do not want any more ex-
pansion of I-275. And, while our project would not 
expand beyond anything that FDOT (the Florida 
Department of Transportation) already owns, there 
is some issue and pushback with politicians say-
ing, we don’t want you to do anything,” he said. 

While efforts continue to resolve those issues, a 
project development and environmental study  is 
underway and operational planning has begun. 

Scott Pringle, of the consulting firm WSP, filled 
in the Pasco MPO board on some of the work 
that’s being done now. 

Since the adoption of the Locally Preferred 
Alternative last August, the focus has been on pur-
suing necessary approvals and also on how the 
system will actually operate, he said. 

The TBARTA board has indicated it would like 
to see electric vehicles used on the route, Pringle 
said. 

“There’s a number of different travel markets 
within the I-275 corridor and our service for the 
RRT (regional rapid transit) project mirrors that. 
We’re actually looking at four different routes that 

serve each one of those individual travel markets. 
“We’re really looking at a service that runs all 

day long, from 6 a.m. to the late evening, 10 p.m., 
allowing not only the folks working that tradition-
al 9 to 5 job, but service workers — and really 
providing that equity to serve residents along the 
corridor,” Pringle said. 

He expects work to continue until the end of 
2022, on efforts to obtain environmental compli-
ance from the federal government. 

“We’re anticipating that this project could be 
up and running by 2030,” Pringle said. “We want to 
be in lock-step with what FDOT is doing on the 
interstate. 

“There’s a lot of opportunities for partnership 
between the department and this project, and to 
be honest, this partnership really helps to reduce 
the cost for the transit project because we could 
leverage some of those federal highway dollars to 
the benefit of transit,” Pringle said. 

 
ELECTED LEADERS EAGER  
FOR REGIONAL TRANSIT 

Pasco County Commission Chairwoman 
Kathryn Starkey, who also sits on the TBARTA 
board, said a regional transit solution can’t come 
too soon. 

“As most of you, I think, we are the largest MSA 

(Metropolitan Statistical Area) in 
the country without any transit 
that’s multi-county. This is our 
first hope that we can get some-
thing going,” she said. 

Bus rapid transit, Starkey said,  
is “like dipping your toe in a re-
gional system.” 

Starkey added: “We’re all on-
board except for Hillsborough. 
But at our meeting last week , it 
seemed like (Hillsborough 
County) Commissioner 
(Kimberly) Overman was signal-
ing that maybe they’re starting 
to think regionally. 

“And, every commissioner 
that was there at the summit on 
affordable housing and transit 
— every county was saying how 
we had to get something like 
this going,” Starkey said. 

Pasco Commissioner Jack 
Mariano said if it’s going to take 
until 2030 to get bus rapid tran-
sit, perhaps a stop should be 
considered at State Road 52, too, 
since the area is being planned 
for a significant amount of in-
dustrial development. 

But Starkey said Pasco 
County will need to help cover 
the costs for the stops in the 
county, and it needs to pace it-
self. 

Zephyrhills City Councilman 
Lance Smith also weighed in: “I 
do think it’s pretty exciting that 
someone could go to Wesley 
Chapel and catch a bus to the 
airport. 

“Almost anywhere else you 
go, you can catch the bus at the 
airport (and get) close to where 
you’re going.” 

Smith continued: “For us to be the largest met-
ropolitan area that doesn’t have it (regional 
transit), it’s a little embarrassing. 

“We’ve got to start getting people out of their 
cars and into transit. It’s a more efficient way to 

move people. We’ve got to think about these long-
term solutions and we’ve got to be serious about 
it, too. 

“I hope this pushes through. I hope it’s before 
2030,” Smith said.

TRANSIT, from page 1A

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
• Gulf Middle School new construction: $67.3 million 
• New Elementary School, Bexley area: $43.1 million 
• New K-8 School, Central Pasco Employment 

Village: $97.3 million 
• New K-8 School, southwest Land O’ Lakes: $71 mil-

lion 
• West Zephyrhills Elementary new school: $38.4 mil-

lion 
• School Complex, Villages of Pasadena Hills: $97.3 

million 
 
SCHOOL RENOVATIONS 
• Calusa Elementary: $8.6 million 
• Chester W. Taylor Elementary: $20.8 million 
• Cypress Elementary: $25.3 million 
• Dr. Mary Giella Elementary School: $20.4 million 
• Fox Hollow Elementary School: $26 million 
• J.W. Mitchell High: $35.8 million 
• Pasco High: $28.6 million 
• San Antonio Elementary: $33.1 million 
• Wesley Chapel High School: $35.8 million 
• River Ridge High: $40.5 million 
• River Ridge Middle: $43.3 million 
• Pine View Middle: $38.2 million 
 
ATHLETIC FACILITY RENOVATIONS 
• Hudson High: $4.8 million 

• J.W. Mitchell High: $1.8 million 
• Land O’ Lakes High: $9.4 million 
• Pasco High: $10.5 million 
• River Ridge High: $9.2 million 
• Wesley Chapel High:  $1.7 million 
• Wiregrass Ranch High: $1.8 million 
• Zephyrhills High: $5.2 million 
 
CAFETERIA RENOVATIONS 
• River Ridge High: $5.3 million 
• Wesley Chapel High: $2.7 million 
 
DISTRICT-WIDE PROJECTS 
• Furniture replacement: $40.2 million 
• Replacement of physical education equipment: 

$4.4 million 
• Early Childhood Literacy Center: $2 million 
• Energy Marine Center: $17.8 million 
• Increase in student computers/devices: $45 million 
• Network infrastructure: $29 million 
• School Safety & Security Equipment: $33 million 
• School Safety & Security Hardening: $16.5 million 
• School Traffic Improvements: $11 million 
• Transportation Depot - Alternative Energy: $14 mil-

lion 
 
* Figures are rounded 
Source: Pasco County Schools

While the new request is being reviewed, the 
clerk and county remain locked in a legal dispute 
over how much funding the county is required 
to provide for the clerk’s operations. 

Alvarez-Sowles outlined her current request 
during a recent budget workshop with the Pasco 
County Commission and county administration. 

She said her request is essentially made up of 
three parts: the continuation of her current serv-
ices; the balance of funding she did not receive 
last year for the Criminal Justice Information 
System (CJIS) funding; and funding for court-relat-
ed local requirement — which refers to the 
Annex Courthouse in New Port Richey. 

The clerk said the continuation of services re-
quested in the budget refers to the services 
provided, along with increases for employee 
compensation, increased for the Florida 
Retirement System costs and increases in health 
insurance costs. 

She said her budget includes a 5.3% average 
pay increase for employee compensation, but she 
told the board if the county’s average increase ex-
ceeds that, she would expect that her budget 
would be increased to reflect that. She said that 
County Administrator Dan Biles has agreed to 
that request. 

The second part of her budget request refers 
to expenses related to the CJIS, which the clerk 
contends the county is required to pay, under 
state law. 

Last year, the county agreed to pay $117,000 
of those costs — far short of the costs for admin-
istering CJIS. 

“My office has been paying the county’s re-
sponsibility since January of 2017. The county 
agrees that it is responsible for the IT (informa-
tion technology) expenses and has agreed to 
fund this expense in the next fiscal year. My of-
fice can no longer fund the county’s 
responsibility.” 

Her $14 million request also includes approxi-
mately $7.3 million for the operation of the 
annex courthouse in New Port Richey. 

The clerk contends the cost for the annex 
courthouse also is the county’s responsibility, 
under state law. 

But County Attorney Jeffrey Steinsnyder said 

the court case involves both the courthouse 
annex and the CJIS costs. 

Steinsnyder said that before last year, the 
courthouse annex had never been classified as a 
local requirement. 

“The big scary number is the $7 million num-
ber,” Pasco County Commissioner Jack Mariano 
said. “How can that be justified to go from $6 mil-
lion, you go to $14 million?” 

Steinsnyder said he doesn’t believe the court-
house expense is a local requirement. 

“The clerk disagrees with me. And that’s going 
to be the big ticket in the declaratory judgment 
action, between the county commission and the 
clerk,” he said. 

The court also will decide whether the clerk 
is entitled the CJIS expenses, Steinsnyder said. 

“We are litigating both of those items and it 
may be that the clerk isn’t entitled to the CJIS 
funding, either,” Steinsnyder said. 

Alvarez-Sowles responded: “I doubt that.” 
Alvarez-Sowles told the board: “I don’t have 

revenues to cover the expenses.” 
Because she doesn’t have sufficient revenue, 

she said her office’s expenses are supported 
through a trust fund. 

“Other clerks’ offices are funding the deficits 
in my office for court-related operations. I don’t 
put money into that trust fund. I receive money 
from that trust fund and it is only the clerk’s 
money that goes into that trust fund,” she said. 

Beyond what she has requested in the $14 
million budget, Alvarez-Sowles reiterated her re-
quest the county provide for her employees 
whatever the average increase it gives to county 
employees. 

Plus, the clerk said, her current budget doesn’t 
include the impact her office will experience as a 
result of the county’s decision to shift jail opera-
tions from the sheriff’s office to the county’s 
control. 

A specific request regarding those impacts 
needs to be delayed until more information is 
available, she said. 

She also mentioned the current request does 
not include back pay for the CJIS component or 
the courthouse annex — from last year’s request. 

County Administrator Dan Biles said he will 
not be making recommendations on this year’s 
budget requests until he has more information 
from the property appraiser’s office.

BUDGET, from page 1A

A proposed 41-mile Bus 
Rapid Transit System would 
connect Pasco, Hillsborough 
and Pinellas counties 
 
PROPOSED STOPS: 
Pasco County 
• State Road 54 and State Road 56, in Wesley 

Chapel  
Hillsborough County 
• University of South Florida 
• Downtown Tampa 
• Tampa International Airport 
• Westshore  
Pinellas County 
• Gateway Center 
• Downtown St. Petersburg 
• Tropicana Field area

COURTESY OF TAMPA BAY REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
This is the route for the Locally Preferred Alternative that was 
approved by the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority’s board. 
Officials with the agency said the project could be completed by 
2030, but so far, no funding source has been identified.

COURTESY OF TAMPA BAY REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
This is a rendering of what one of the Bus Rapid Transit stations could look like, if the proposed regional 
route from Pasco to Pinellas counties, along Interstate 275, becomes a reality.

B.C. MANION 
Chris Jadick, director of communications for the 
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority, talked 
about regional transit efforts during a North Tampa 
Bay Chamber of Commerce luncheon. 

Proposed Penny for Pasco projects*
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Your Neighborhood Sports Source

Community SportsCommunity Sports

Zephyrhills resident and professional 
disc golf champion suffered a massive 
heart attack, but now is a disc’s throw 
away from returning to competition 

 
By Mike Camunas 
mcamunas@lakerlutznews.com 

 

JohnE McCray was dead for 4 minutes.
    This Zephyrhills resident and profes-
sional disc golf champion was out on the 
course on Feb. 5, even doing well at the 
Barnett Park Championships, in Orlando, 

but was in pain. 
“I was warming up and just got this intense pain 

in my left arm,” the 50-year-old said. “Which I 
thought was weird because I throw with my right 
arm. … Through 10 holes, a local player came up to 
me and said, ‘You’re already winning,’ and I was like, 
‘Well, I feel like I’m dying!’” 

McCray wasn’t too far off. The pain kept getting 
worse and after 11 holes, he sought out a doctor 
player in the group ahead of him. The doctor took 
one look at him and called an ambulance. Less than 
an hour later, he was at hospital and those attend-
ing him were getting a crash cart. He needed 
surgery right away and the medical staff told his 
wife, Jennifer McCray, this is your last chance to 
speak with him before surgery to put in three 
stents. 

“The last thing I told him was, ‘You better fight. 
It’s time to fight,’ said his wife, who is also his disc 
golf caddie. “There I am, by myself, waiting for him 
at the hospital, not knowing if he could die. It was 
very traumatic. 

“The whole (incident) was definitely on God’s 
timing. The doctor on the course, as well as a regis-
tered nurse, to get an ambulance there, with me 

running red lights following it — it all could’ve all 
gone differently.” 

JohnE also had an automated internal cardiac 
defibrillator (ACID) inserted into his upper left 
chest. The state-of-the-art device is essentially a 
pacemaker with the ability to recognize abnormally 
fast cardiac rhythm and provide an immediate 
shock treatment. Once installed, JohnE was restrict-
ed in what he could do, as the device needed to set 
for 90 days. 

He has been medically cleared to resume disc 
golf activities, which include throwing and building 
up his endurance through evening walks. 

“I definitely feel better than I did months ago,” 
JohnE said recently. “Getting stronger and stronger 
every day, and working on getting back on the 
course.” 

It definitely won’t be much longer before 
JohnE’s back out there. He’s already set to play in 

early July, as he trains on equip-
ment from his sponsors in his 
backyard. 

“(This is) absolutely a 
comeback. My husband is a 
fighter,” Jennifer said. “We’re a 
disc golf family, and his fans are 
always asking for updates and 
very supportive. I want him 
back (on the course). It’s his 
passion, it’s our passion, and 
I’m not sure what we’d do 
without disc golf.” 

This wasn’t even the first 
time JohnE almost died. 

He used to lay ceramic tile 
for a living, playing disc golf on 
the side. 

But about eight years ago, 
he contracted Lyme Disease, 
which burst into his blood-

stream and nearly killed him. 
“I was in the hospital for two weeks,” he re-

called. “I was in there longer for Lyme than I was for 
a heart attack!” 

Not much later, JohnE went on the Professional 
Disc Golf Association Tour (PDGA) full time. In fact, 
he, Jennifer, their daughter and four cats decided to 
travel on tour, jumping in a RV and going from 
event to event. That’s when his play caught the eye 
of his major sponsor, Latitude 64, a disc golf manu-
facturer and store based out of Sweden. 

“That was an amazing time,” Jennifer said. “We 
met on the disc golf course, so I’ve always played, 
too, but just traveling around from course to course 
was amazing.” 

JohnE picked up disc golf when he was a soccer 
player attending Saint Leo University, during the 
mid-1990s. 

He’s had incredible success on the PDGA, 

where he’s won 13 times, including two majors, his 
first in 2016 and another, a Masters title, in 2018.  

In fact, he kicked off this season in January by 
winning the 2021 Florida Disc Golf Championship, 
which was held at the course on Picnic Island Park 
in South Tampa. JohnE shot a course record 15 
under, with a prize of $345. 

So after months of being basically immobile and 
feeling weak, JohnE is ready for his prizefighter-
style comeback. 

“Definitely got some big plans (to get back on 
tour),” he added. “When (the heart attack hap-
pened), it was Saturday afternoon, and I woke up 
on Monday, but thought it was still Saturday. I’m 
like, ‘Am I still going to be able to play tomorrow?’ 
and Jen was like, ‘Um, I don’t think so!’ 

“So, yeah, I’m really ready to get back out there 
on the course.”

MIKE CAMUNAS 
Zephyrhills resident JohnE McCray has won on the Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) Tour 13 times, including the 2016 Masters and 2018 U.S. Masters, both major wins, similar to professional golf.

A hearty comeback Professional Disc  
Golf Association  
The Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) is 
the governing body of professional disc golfers. 
Disc golf is played much like golf, though players 
use a flying disc instead of clubs or a ball. The 
sport was formalized in the 1970s and, like golf, 
players complete each hole in the fewest strokes 
or, in this case, throws. A golf disc is thrown from a 
tee area to a target, which is the “hole,” i.e., an 
elevated metal basket. Players must make con-
secutive throws from the spot where the previous 
throw landed. Once the “putt” lands in the bas-
ket, the hole is completed.  
INFO: Visit PDGA.com, and to learn more about 
JohnE McCray, visit JohnEMcCrayTour.com/johne 
or his Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/johnemccraytour. 
To join the group to follow along on JohnE’s 
heart health and professional comeback, visit 
Facebook.com/groups/5001282929963039.

JohnE McCray has several baskets, or disc golf holes, in his backyard, 
including a few from his main sponsor, Latitude 64, a massive disc golf 
store based in Sweden.



Land O’ Lakes  
benefit featured  
patriotism and pups  
The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report 
 

A benefit was held over Memorial Day 
weekend to honor those who have 
served in the U.S. armed forces and to 
help the Tunnel to Towers Foundation. 

The May 28 event featured a presentation of 
the colors by the Color Guard from Zephyrhills 
High School’s U.S. Army JROTC. 

There were musical acts, vendors, special 
guests and activities. 

Kevin Wright and Chandler Entertainment LLC 
organized the event, which served as a fundraiser 
for the Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation. 

During the benefit, U.S. Army veteran Staff Sgt. 
Steven Daily thanked Corsos for Heroes, as he re-
ceived a dog named Six from the organization that 
provides service dogs for disabled veterans and 
first responders in need. Daily served in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and sustained injuries during 
his military service. 

Tunnel to Towers is building the Let Us Do 
Good Village, off Parkway Boulevard, about one-
half-mile east of Ehren Cutoff, in Land O’ Lakes.  

The subdivision of more than 100 homes is 
planned on 75 acres donated by the Esther and 
Harold Mertz Foundation to the Stephen Siller 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation. 

The Tunnel to Towers Let Us Do Good Village 
will be the first of its kind community of mort-
gage-free homes for the nation's fallen first 
responder families, Gold Star families and cata-
strophically injured veterans and first responders. 

Ground for the village broke back in 
December, with the first of 110 houses estimated 
to be completed and given to a veteran by 
December. 

The neighborhood also will feature amenities, 
including an indoor basketball court, pool, tennis 
court, an ADA-accessible gym, a theater, an outdoor 
playground, a game room and more.  

The foundation is named after Stephen Siller, a 
New York City firefighter who had finished his 
shift and was on his way home when the Sept. 11 
attacks occurred at the Twin Towers. 

With 60 pounds of gear strapped to his back, 
he raced by foot through the Brooklyn Battery 
Tunnel to the Twin Towers, where he was one of 
343 firefighters who perished that day. 

He left behind five young children. 
In another local story related to the Tunnel to 

Towers Foundation, the Wesley Chapel home of 
fallen U.S. Army Sgt. First Class Benjamin Bitner, 
who was killed in Afghanistan in 2011, was paid 
off by the foundation, according to a news release 
from the organization. 

In observance of Memorial Day, the foundation 
paid off the mortgage on the homes of 21 Gold 
Star families in 16 states across the country. 

Bitner left behind his wife, April, and two chil-
dren, Rogue and Gunnar.  

The Tunnel to Towers Foundation has set a goal 
to reach 1,000 mortgage-free homes delivered 
across the country to our nation’s military and 
first responders, by the end of the year, the releas-
es says.  
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Fred Chandler, of Lutz, was among the musicians 
who performed during the event. Chandler, a versa-
tile performer, sang and played guitar and violin.

Six is the 
name of the 
11-month-
old Corsos 
for Heroes 
dog pre-
sented to 
disabled 
veteran 
Steven 
Daily, of St. 
Petersburg. 
Harry Toro, 
a breeder 
from Lutz, 
awarded 
the pup to 
Daily.

Anthony Kenworthy, 40, right, of Land O’ Lakes, sustained injuries in Afghanistan, as a Sgt. First 
Class, with Special Forces. His wife, Jamie, left, and 10-year-old Mia, were with him at the benefit 
for the Tunnel to Towers Foundation. Kenworthy was a recipient of a foundation home in 2019. 

FRED BELLET 
Flags flap in the wind, as members of the Color Guard from Zephyrhills High School’s U.S. Army JROTC present the colors during the Star-Spangled Banner 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. The guard was part of a Memorial Day weekend event at Land O’ Lakes Heritage Park, to benefit the Tunnel to Towers Foundation 
and Let Us Do Good Village.

Known as ‘Ranger,’ Kevin Wright sang and also served as 
master of ceremonies at the benefit for the Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation.



Write a short paragraph about why your pet is special along with a photo and  
email to: mrathman@lakerlutznews.com, SUBJECT: Pet of the Week  

PLEASE NOTE: OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESS MUST BE INCLUDED  
FOR YOUR PET TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION.

PAWSOME  
Pet of the Week!

U Dirty Dog 
PET GROOMING 

813-948-2400

19025 US HWY 41 N • Lutz

FREE 
Nail Grind 
with any groom

Cats Welcome

Order now at PuraNaturalsPet.com/MBAE
or call 1-888-988-9571 

ONLY $25.98 plus FREE Shipping
Satisfaction completely guaranteed

NON-TOXIC FLEA AND TICK SOLUTIONS
that won’t harm your Pet!

ONLY
$2598
+ FREE Shipping

www.gentlecarepethospital.com • Facebook.com/GentlecarePetHospital

SPAY & NEUTER CLINIC:  
Contact us for appointment:  
(Includes pre-anesthetic exam, anesthesia, pain & antibiotic pre-medication) 
Cat Neuter: $45 • Cat Spay: $60 • Dog Neuter: $65-$110* • Dog Spay: $80-$140* 
*Based on weight *medications/treatments & lab work are additional cost

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8 AM - 6 PM  

SATURDAY 8 AM - 2 PM

PETS SHOULD BE HEALTHY & NOT PREGNANT.   
MUST BE CURRENT ON RABIES & DHPP/FVRCP VACCINES.

DENTAL SERVICES:    
Now equipped with a new digital dental X-ray 
system!  Prices include Dental X-rays, 
General Anesthesia, Monitoring, Dental 
Scaling and Polishing, an antibiotic and pain 
injections.  
• Dogs/Cats up to 25lb $195 
• Dogs 26-50 lb $215 
• Dogs Over 50 lb $235  
Services NOT included in above price: pre-dental exam, lab 
work, medications, additional treatments and teeth extractions. 
Appointments required. Contact us to schedule an exam to 
review pre-dental requirements.

OPEN FOR  
WELLNESS &  
MEDICAL CARE
• In Person visits available  

by appointment only 
• Curbside service available 
• Home Delivery available  

for Medications/Supplies

DUE TO HIGH CALL VOLUME, PLEASE TEXT US AT 813-803-2441

(813) 949-4416 

21515 VILLAGE LAKES 
SHOPPING CENTER 
LAND O’LAKES

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS

  BUY 3 WEEKS, GET 1 FREE  
IN THE ALL NEW PETCETERA DIRECTORY!  

CALL RIGHT MEOW! (813) 909-2800

2B www.LakerLutzNews.comJune 8, 2022

25750 Sierra Center Blvd. 
 Lutz, FL 33559

 813-948-2211

www.Chuys.com

SPONSOR: Facebook.com/ChuysTampa 

www.Chuys.comwww.Chuys.com

Meet Tucker 
Fernandez 
Tucker is 2 years 
old and loves to 
cuddle, go on long 
walks, play with his 
toys, and get pup-
puchinos! He lives 
in Land O’ Lakes 
with his mom, 
Katie, and his 
grandmother.

PET PAWS
HELP CONSERVE WILDLIFE 

The Florida Wildlife and Conservation 
Commission (FWC) is reminding residents and vis-
itors how to help conserve native species and 
reduce conflicts with them. 

As the weather warms, many species begin to 
migrate, mate, feed and nest, which means people 
are more likely to encounter wildlife and should 
take precautions to avoid disrupting these natural 
behaviors and prevent conflicts, according to a 
news release. 

The FWC offers these tips on how to enjoy and 
help conserve Florida wildlife: 

• Sea Turtles: These reptiles start to nest in 
the spring. Keep beaches dark at night and free of 
obstacles during nesting season (through 
October). Artificial light can disturb nesting sea 
turtles and disorient hatchlings. Avoid using flash-
lights and cellphones on the beach, too. Turn out 
lights or close curtains and shades in buildings 
along the beach after dark. Clear away boats and 
beach furniture; fill in holes in the sand that could 
entrap turtles. 

• Manatees: For boaters, spring is a critical 
time to be on the lookout for manatees, to avoid 
collisions with these mammals, at a time when 
manatees travel the coastal waterways along the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and other inland waters. 
Boaters should follow posted speed limits; many 
areas have seasonal zones that reflect manatee mi-
gration patterns. 

• Gopher Tortoises: This native tortoise be-
comes more active in the spring, foraging for food 
and searching for a mate. If you see gopher tortois-
es or their half-moon shaped burrow entrances, 
leave them alone. If you find a tortoise crossing a 
road, pick it up and place it in a safe location along 
the roadside in the direction it was heading. Never 
attempt to put the tortoise into water. 

• Nesting birds: Keep your distance from 
shorebirds and seabirds on the beach, and wading 
birds nesting on mangrove and tree islands. 
Disturbance can cause birds to flush from their 
breeding sites, which exposes their eggs and 
chicks to predators and extreme heat. Shorebirds 
and seabirds nest in shallow scrapes in the sand, 
and their eggs and chicks are well-camouflaged. 
People should look out to avoid stepping on them 
and avoid walking through flocks of birds. 

• Bears: During the spring, females teach their 
cubs what to eat and the skills necessary to sur-
vive. Make sure bears cannot find food in the 
garbage, or pet food or bird seed in your yard. 

• Bats: Bat maternity season runs from April 
through Aug. 15. During this time, it is illegal to 
block bats from their roosts, as flightless young 
can be trapped inside a structure and die. 
Exclusion devices that allow bats to exit a struc-
ture but block them from returning are the only 
legal and appropriate method to remove bats from 
your home or building. 

• Snakes: If you come across a snake in your 
yard or on a hike, stand back and observe it. 
Snakes do not purposefully position themselves to 
frighten people, but would rather avoid encoun-
ters and usually will flee. 

• Injured and orphaned wildlife: If you find 
a baby animal, it is best to leave it alone. Baby ani-
mals rarely are orphaned; a parent may be nearby 
searching for food or observing its young. Instead, 
report wildlife that you think may be injured or or-
phaned to the nearest FWC office. 

It is illegal to disturb or harm wildlife; if you en-
counter someone who is not following the rules, 
call the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-
3922, or #FWC or *FWC on a cellphone. 

For more information, visit MyFWC.com/news 
and click on Spring Wildlife News. 
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PET OF 
THE WEEK 
FAMILIES 
RECEIVE  
A $30 
GIFT CARD 
TO CHUY’S 
TEX MEX.

A ‘call’ for 
freedom  
Barry Herscovitch 
captured this incred-
ible photo of a bald 
eagle at Circle-B-Bar 
Reserve in Polk 
County. The bald 
eagle, of course, is 
our national symbol, 
chosen in June, 
1782, to represent 
the United States.



The LAKER / Lutz NEWS  CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS 
 1. Slovenian mountain 
 5. Growl 
 9. Where things stand 
11. Made a sharp sound 
13. Female spirit in Irish folklore 
15. Deteriorate with age 
16. A way to save for retirement 
17. The Big Apple 
19. Intestinal pouches 
21. City in New Hampshire 
22. Giving a bad impression 
23. Samsung laptops 
25. Without (French) 
26. Scientist’s tool (abbr.) 
27. System of one more computers 
29. Captures 
31. Authentic 
33. Female mammal’s nipple 
34. Pandemonium 
36. Satisfy 
38. Arrived extinct 
39. Shipborne radar (abbr.) 
41. Network of nerves 
43. Monetary unit 
44. Showed old TV show 
46. They help you hear 
48. One who eliminates 
52. Congress’ investigative arm 
53. Parties 
54. Most supernatural 
56. Takes illegally 
57. Breathes while asleep 
58. Sea eagles 
59. German surname 

DOWN 
 1. Looks at for a long time 
 2. Solution for diseases 
 3. Belonging to a thing 
 4. Former Packers fullback 
 5. Contemptible person 
 6. One billionth of a second (abbr.) 
 7. Helps 
 8. Final section of the large intestine 
 9. Invests in little enterprises 
10. Look for 
11. Unbeliefs 
12. Susan and Tom are two 
14. Female sheep 
15. A poet writes it 
18. Affirmatives 
20. “Full House” actress Barber 
24. Traveled rapidly 
26. Long upholstered seat 
28. Set wages 
30. Peter Gabriel song 
32. Sides of a jacket 
34. More beautiful 
35. Actress Kate 
37. Furniture with open shelves 
38. Indicate 
40. The cost of a room 
42. Gets rid of something 
43. Impudence 
45. No No No 
47. Drunkards 
49. Middle eastern country 
50. High energy lasers (abbr.) 
51. Primary component of ribosomes 
55. An informal debt instrument

www.LakerLutzNews.com June 8, 2022 3B

If you would like to adopt Opie or Wilbur, be sure to make an appointment at Pasco 
County Animal Services at 19640 Dogpatch Lane in Land O’ Lakes, by calling 813-929-
1212. The adoption center is open Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 6:30 p.m. All 
adoption fees include spay/neuter, microchip and vaccines. For more information, 
email adoptionpartners@pascocountyfl.net.

Opie is dignified & handsome 
Opie is looking for his perfect match. This 7-year-old is a true gentle giant at about 75 
pounds. He walks well on a leash and takes treats gently. Opie has a calm, quiet pres-
ence but can be wary of strangers. He may bond with one person, and he would do 
best as an only pet. 

A PET

Make a fur-ever friend!

SE
E 

SO
LU

TI
O

N
S,

 P
AG

E 
9B

Wilbur is an older gentleman 
Wilbur is looking for a soft place to land. This 10-year-old weighs about 50 pounds. He is 
sweet, affectionate and likes to cuddle. He walks well on a leash, and he sits and 
shakes on command. He'll even sit up and "wave" his paws at you. Although Wilbur 
likes people, he would do best as an only pet. He does have a few age-related health 
concerns that Animal Services staff can discuss with you.
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By B.C. Manion 
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com 

 
The Pasco County Planning Commission has 

recommended approval on a number of requests 
for zoning changes that will enable sizable projects. 

Some of the projects call for adding industrial 
land, but others feature a mixture of residential and 
commercial growth. 

One request, titled I-75 Logistics Center, MPUD 
(master-planned unit development) was formerly 
known as the Pasco Commerce Center MPUD. 

The planning commission has recommended 
approval for a request for a substantial modification 
of this project to 56.17 additional acres of land to 
the site, and to increase the maximum entitlements 
for development to 1.9 million square feet of indus-
trial on approximately 224.57 acres. 

The item was recommended for approval, with 
conditions, by county planners and had been part 
of the planning board’s consent agenda. Items on 
the consent agenda are approved in a single mo-
tion, unless someone pulls the item for discussion. 

In this case, planning board member Chris Poole 
pulled the item. 

“I’m super-excited about this project,” Poole 
said. However, he voiced concerns about the dis-
tance for the stacking of trucks that are headed 
northbound on Interstate 75 and are trying to 
come off to go to the commerce center. 

Poole asked how the trucks will make the 
movement across three lanes of traffic to get to the 
site. 

Brad Tippin, the county’s development review 
manager, noted that the Flying J. Travel Center is al-
ready located in this area. 

Attorney Clarke Hobby, representing the appli-
cant, asked his transportation expert, Steve Henry, 
of Lincks & Associates, to address Poole’s question. 

Henry told Poole: “We have met with DOT 
(Department of Transportation) on numerous occa-
sions on this, on working out the geometry of how 
that is all going to work. 

“We’re also working with Flying J because they 
do have a median opening in the left-hand turning 
lane. 

“We believe that with all of the improvements 
we’re doing out there, that it will function actually 
better than it is today.” 

Poole asked directly: “So will trucks coming off 
northbound (I) 75 onto (State Road) 52, will they 
still be able to get across there, into that lane, com-
ing across three lanes of traffic?” 

Henry responded: “Sure. They may have to stop, 
so on red, they’ll be able to turn or once they have 
a green light, they’ll be able to get across there 
without any conflict in traffic.” 

Poole added: “I’m concerned about any backing 
onto 75, so I wanted to raise the issue.” 

Henry added: “We’re making sure that geometry 
works.” 

In another application, relating to a proposed 
development in Land O’ Lakes, concerns were 
raised by an area resident about maintaining access 
to an existing property. 

The request, under the name of Zona Law 
MPUD, is for up to 130 single-family units and asso-
ciated infrastructure on 75.65 acres. 

Attorney Clarke Hobby, representing the appli-
cant, said this is the third MPUD from an original 
tract of land. 

“The net residential density is under 3 (units per 
acre),” Hobby said. 

He said he was aware that some neighbors are 
concerned about getting out onto U.S. 41. 

He also noted that “for many years, DOT was 
against having a signal at Lake Patience and (U.S.) 
41, but we understand that that has changed, and as 
part of this MPUD, my client is paying a proportion-
ate, or fair share, towards the signalization, even 
though it’s probably a quarter or a half-mile away 
from the site.” 

Hobby added: “I think the project fits in very 
well with the neighborhood.” 

Betsy Law Lamoy, who lives in the area, told the 
planning board: “Several of my family members and 
I live on property directly south of this parcel being 
reviewed. I can’t say that I’m really for it being de-
veloped, but I understand, these things happen. 

“My concern — our concern — is about a drive-
way, a road that provides access to our family 
property, that has been in our family for greater 
than 75 years,” she said. 

The small driveway comes off a road that may 
be part of a future vision road, she said. 

“It provides access to our property,” she said, 
adding the family wants to be sure it remains that 
way. 

Hobby told the planning board: “We’re not going 
to landlock them. We can assure that there is no 
loss of access.” 

The planning board recommended approval. 
In other action, the planning board also recom-

mended approval of these requests: 
• A rezoning of a 740-acre site on the northeast 

quadrant of State Road 52 and Bellamy Brothers 
Boulevard for a request in the name of Hillcrest 
MPUD. The request is to allow a maximum of 1,800 
detached single-family residences, 600 townhomes; 
450,000 square feet of retail and, 200,000 square 
feet of light industrial/office on 740.2 acres. No one 
spoke against the request. 

• A county-initiated rezoning for One Lacoochee 
Center WREC Property/EDC project. The request is 
from a residential designation to light industrial. 

These requests now go to the Pasco County 
Commission, which has final jurisdiction over land 
use and zoning requests.

Development plans keep pouring in, in Pasco
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The Chassahowitzka River, or The Chaz, is a spring-fed river in southwestern Citrus County, and is a 
popular spot for boaters, kayakers and water enthusiasts.

The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report 
 
When The Laker/Lutz News initially published 

“Cruising on the Chassahowitzka,” the intention 
was to encourage readers to visit the river and 
enjoy its beauty. 

It turns out that some of the activities de-
scribed in the story are the same kinds of activities 
that the Southwest Florida Water Management 
District (SWFMD), along with its state and local 
partners, have set out to discourage through a 
public education campaign. 

The water management district circulated a 
news release in March urging the public to help 
protect the river, by avoiding any activities that 
pose a threat. 

The Laker/Lutz News did not publish informa-
tion from that March news release because “The 
“Chaz,” as its commonly known, is outside the 
newspaper’s coverage area. 

However, after this Worth The Trip story pub-

lished, the water management district reached out 
to us to alert us to potential threats to the river 
from some activities. 

In the spirit of trying to ensure that visitors 
now, and in the future, can enjoy this slice of 
Florida’s natural beauty, we are sharing the tips 
that were shared with us. 

When visiting the Chassahowitzka River: 
• Stay in the vessel when possible. 
• If you have to leave the vessel, tie off in  

shallow waters. 
• Avoid docking on riverbanks. 
• Don’t trample vegetation or kick up silt. 
• Avoid climbing on banks. 
• Don’t climb trees or use rope swings. 
• Don’t throw out litter or leave anything  

behind. 
• Trim boat motors to prevent propeller  

scarring. 
To learn more about protecting the Chassahowitzka 

River, visit WaterMatters.org/ProtectChass.

Help to protect the Chassahowitzka River
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CONGRATULATIONS to our Reader of the Month, Mila Garderis! Garderis, 
who resides in Wesley Chapel, enjoys reading about the growth and updates of 
the local community. “I find the quality of writing very good, and the content 
positive,” says Garderis. 

 
Want to be our next Reader of the Month?  

 
Email a photo of yourself holding our newspaper to  

kcarmack@lakerlutznews.com,  
along with a short blurb about why you love The Laker/Lutz News.

Each winner receives a $15 gift card to a local business.

MILA 
GARDERIS!

By Mary Rathman 
mrathman@lakerlutznews.com 

 
Fertilizer can promote a healthy, vibrant lawn, 

but applying too much or applying it incorrectly 
can cause chemical runoff that pollutes the 
ground and surface water. 

This causes harmful algae blooms that choke 
out seagrass, which is the main food source for 
manatees, according to a Pasco County news re-
lease. 

More than 1,100 manatees died in Florida last 
year, many due to starvation from the lack of sea-
grass, the release says. 

Harmful chemical runoff is most likely during 
the rainy season — June through September — 

and the resulting algae blooms also can cause 
flooding. 

Pasco County offers these fertilizer applica-
tion tips that can help to protect the 
environment: 

• Follow package directions to avoid over-fer-
tilizing. 

• Avoid spreading fertilizer on sidewalks, 
streets and gutters. 

• Don’t apply fertilizer within 10 feet of any 
body of water. 

• Don’t apply fertilizer ahead of expected 
flooding or tropical storms. 

For more information, please visit 
KeepPascoBeautiful.org, and click on Programs, 
Fertilizer Awareness.

Protect the environment, help to save manatees
STEFANIE BURLINGAME
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The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report 
 
Chancey Road — between Sixth Avenue and 

Copeland Drive — is closed for repairs. 
The project was scheduled to begin on May 1 

and is expected to take about 30 days to complete 
depending on weather conditions, according to a 
news release. 

The Pasco County public works project is address-

ing an area of the roadway where a hole formed. 
Crews will fill in the area and resurface the road. 

Signs along Chancey Road will direct drivers to 
detour routes. 

The construction crews will be working from 
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., on weekdays, with some week-
end work possible. 

Southern Road & Bridge LLC is the contractor 
on the job.

Part of Chancey Road is closed for repairs

COURTESY OF PATRICIA SERIO 

Making a house, a home  
Members of the GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s Club attended a recent dedication of the newest 
home built by Habitat for Humanity, in Dade City. The club presented housewarming gifts — a wreath, a 
fire extinguisher, a first aid kit, a water filtration system, a set of Tervis tumblers and other useful goods 
— to the proud homeowners. From left: Linda Mitchell, Debbie Cardona, Pam Blumenthal, Jan King, 
Barbara Booth and Nancy Branham. For information about the woman’s club, visit 
GFWCLutzLandOLakesWomansClub.org or its Facebook page. 

CORRECTION 
 
A story published in The Laker/Lutz News on June 1 had an incorrect number of containers that 
are planned at The Krate. 
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CHILDBIRTH EDUCATION 
AdventHealth Zephyrhills will host a free child-

birth and newborn care class on June 11 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at AdventHealth Wellness Center. 

The guest speaker will be Natalie Farrell, regis-
tered nurse and childbirth educator. 

For information and to register, call 877-534-
3108, or visit AHZephyrhills.com. 

 
MEDICARE FRAUD 

Fraud costs Medicare an estimated $60 billion 
per year, and costs its beneficiaries in time, stress, 
their medical identities, and even their health. It 
costs families, friends and caregivers in worry and 
lost work when helping their loved ones recover 
from falling victim to Medicare fraud, according to 
an AAAPP (Area Agency on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas) 
news release. 

Learn how to protect yourself and your loved 
ones by joining the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) 
and its partners for the first-ever Medicare Fraud 
Prevention Week, June 5 to June 11, in conjunction 
with the SMP program’s 25th anniversary. 

The week kicked off on June 5, or “6-5,” be-
cause most people become eligible for Medicare 
when they turn 65 years old. 

Senior Medicare Patrol helps to educate and 
empower Medicare beneficiaries, their families 
and caregivers to prevent, detect and report 
health care fraud, errors and abuse, through out-
reach, counseling and education. 

An SMP can answer questions, concerns or 
complaints about potential fraud and abuse issues. 

To volunteer for the program, contact Geralyn 
Fortney at 727-570-9696, ext. 234, or geralyn.fort-
ney@aaapp.org. 

 
MEDICARE SESSIONS 

SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of 
Elders) is a program offered by the Florida 
Department of Elder Affairs and the Area Agency 
on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas.  

Volunteers can assist with Medicare, Medicaid 
and health insurance questions, through one-on-
one counseling and information. Services are free, 
unbiased and confidential. 

Upcoming Zoom sessions are scheduled for: 
• June 15 at 10 a.m.: Medical Financial 

Assistance 
• June 15 at noon: Lunch & Learn, Medicare 

Part C Advantage Plans 
• June 21 at noon: Lunch & Learn, Medicare 

Long Term Care 
• June 22 at 10 a.m.: Medicare Part C 

Advantage Plans 
• June 22 at noon: Lunch & Learn, Medicare 

Part D Drug Plan 
• June 29 at 10 a.m.: Medicare Basics 
• June 29 at noon: Lunch & Learn, Medicare 

Financial Assistance 
For more information and access to meetings, 

please contact Geralyn Fortney at 
Geralyn.Fortney@aaapp.org, or call 727-570-9696, 
ext. 234. 

 
BREAST-FEEDING BASICS 

AdventHealth Zephyrhills will offer a class on 
breast-feeding basics on June 30 from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m., at AdventHealth Wellness Center 
Zephyrhills. 

The guest speaker will be registered nurse 
Janna Hardiman. 

For information or to register, call 877-534-
3108, or visit AHZephyrhills.com. 

 
CARDIAC SURGERY RANKING 

HCA Florida Bayonet Point Hospital has ranked 
No. 3 in Florida for Cardiac Surgery, according to a 
new analysis released by Healthgrades, a resource 
that connects consumers, physicians and health 
systems. 

For state ranking, Healthgrades evaluated clini-
cal performance for nearly 4,500 hospitals 
nationwide focusing on eight key specialties 
across a mix of chronic, urgent, and planned clini-
cal areas, a news release said. 

“Being recognized as a top Cardiac Surgery 
hospital in Florida is a huge honor for our team at 
Bayonet Point Hospital,” said CEO, Gina Temple, in 
the release. 

“I’m extremely proud of our Cardiac Surgical 
Team, and all of our caregivers who support our 
multiple Cardiac Programs,” said Temple. 

Hospitals recognized as among the top ranked 
in their state by Healthgrades are providing pa-
tients with measurably superior clinical outcomes. 

Access to quality information can inform and 

empower consumers in their decision-making 
process, and direct them to the best care. 

Consumers can visit Healthgrades.com, to learn 
more on how Healthgrades measures hospital 
quality. 

 
MEN’S HEALTH SEMINAR 

A free talk on men’s health will be presented 
on June 16 at 2 p.m., at the Sarah Vande Berg 
Tennis and Wellness Center, 6585 Simons Road in 
Zephyrhills. 

The guest speakers will be Dr. Matthew 
Moralle, Dr. Patrick Guthrie, Dr. Jason Abdallah and 

Dr. Farhan Rehman. 
Register online at AHZephyrhills.com, or call 

877-534-3108. 
 

KNEE REPLACEMENTS 
A free health talk on knee replacements will be 

presented on June 29 at noon, at the Sarah Vande 
Berg Tennis and Wellness Center, 6585 Simons 
Road in Zephyrhills. 

The guest speaker will be Dr. Gerald “Trey” 
Alexander. 

Register online at AHZephyrhills.com, or call 
877-534-3108.
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 THE DECOMING SOON!!
ailvThe Design Room in our little shop will SOON be a

Elite Pavers of Tampa Bay’s Showroom
7337 Land O Lakes Blvd
Land O Lakes, FL 34638
Info@elitegardenshop.com

www.elitegardenshop.com 
(813) 820-6105

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
  

 

okadama • & Mored • K

ESIGN ROOM!

SOON!!
.ne of a kind living décor

ot ge’vour imagination and wyog y e g

LECTION OF:

.y.y some plant therapjo y
orkstation a wevable to reser

que living décorr,, air plant and
d b h d b d d

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
  

 

ariums • Shadow Boxes • DriftwoodrareTe• T r

AILS COMING STAMORE DET
wn one of a kind living décorour oyoyoall the ingredients you need to build y

 Just bring y.Y. not as a class,Think of this,  but more of a DIY

OM OUR EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF:CHOOSE FR

ty and enjrtyoto relax and get your hands a little dir
ailable to reserv

of $20 or more
with purchase
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Open: Tues – Fri: 10 am – 4 pm & Sat: 11 am – 4 pm • Closed: Sun & Mon

Living décor • Air Plants • House Plants • Pots

Hanging Plants • Hanging Hardware • Macramé

Essential Oils • Diffffusers • Candles • Natural Soaps

Lotions • Facial Scrubs • Driftwood & More
20% off 

are a plant boutique, ofWWee fffering handcrafted uniq
houseplant essentials along with all natural oils, and bath and body prrooducts.

 
 

Proudly  serving  the  Wesley  Chapel  community  for  16  years! 
 

 

  

New  York  hand-tossed 
pizza  made  with  all 

fresh  vegetables  from 
Boyette  Family  Farms
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The Laker/Lutz News likes to keep our readers informed about available classes, seminars, lectures and events regarding health and wellness issues. Hospitals, doctors, individual practi-
tioners and anyone related to the health care industry can submit information, at least two weeks in advance, to be considered for publication. Photos of events, recognitions and so 
on, also are welcome. Submissions should include who, what, where, when, cost, contact information, identifications for individuals in a photo (unless it is a large group), and a photo 
credit. This information should be emailed to news@lakerlutznews.com.

COURTESY OF ADVENTHEALTH WEST FLORIDA DIVISION 
Alyssa Smith, AdventHealth community health liaison, trained Rotary Club members on how to  
perform hands-only CPR.

CPR CAN HELP SAVE LIVES 
 
AdventHealth is getting “hands on” to help 

Pasco County save lives. 
Alyssa Smith, AdventHealth community 

health liaison, spent a day training members of 
the Rotary Club of Wesley Chapel on how to 
perform hands-only CPR. 

According to the American Heart 
Association, about 90 percent of people suffer 

out-of-hospital cardiac arrests. 
Hands-only CPR can be as effective in the 

first few minutes as conventional CPR for car-
diac arrest at home, at work, or in public, and if 
performed immediately, can double or triple a 
victim’s chance of survival. 

AdventHealth’s ongoing hands-only CPR 
training is part of the hospital’s commitment to 
not only care for the community when they 
are sick, but also to keep them well.
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REALTY SERVICE

Lena Buys Houses 

SELL YOUR PROPERTY AS-IS!  
cSkip the repairs, cleaning, or showings  
cPay zero fees & move on your timeline  

Call Today to hear about our process 

813-358-0191
FOR RENT

MOBILE HOME 
FOR RENT 

3 bedroom / 1 bath Single wide 
On aprox ½ acre lot. $850/mo. 

Zephyrhills area.  

813-469-7771

Holy Trinity  
Lutheran Church  

is seeking a part-time administrative 
assistant for the church office.  

 
Primary responsibilities include  

preparation of the weekly service  
bulletin, the church newsletter and 
monitoring and ordering supplies. 

 
Additional responsibilities vary and 

will include providing general admin-
istrative support with correspondence, 
communications, updating the church 

database and assisting members.  
 

Please send resume to  
htlutzoffice@verizon.net  

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

Call 813-909-2800 to advertise or  
email classifieds@lakerlutznews.comCommunity ClassifiedsCommunity Classifieds

National Classified Ads from the ADS Network  -  To Place Ads, Call 1-877-203-2327 - FEATURED AD THIS WEEK -

ATTENTION
Oxygen Therapy Users!

 

Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery.

Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE INFO KIT

 877-929-9587

Formerly the NANI and CADNET Networks

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills 

SPECIAL $99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 

CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Español 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Covers 350 procedures. 

Real insurance - not a discount plan. Get your 

free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 

www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Prepare for power outages today with a 

GENERAC home standby generator $0 Down 

+ Low Monthly Pmt Request a free Quote. Call 

before the next power outage: 855-948-6176 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 

Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 

agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & 

SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-855-

364-3948 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 

ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments 

for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 

professional installs. Senior & Military 

Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 

Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 

100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no 

matter where you live. 25 Mbps just 

$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 

Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  

Call 866-499-0141 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or 

independent living? A Place for Mom simpli-

fies the process of finding senior living at no 

cost to your family. 1-844-428-0445 today! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Become a published author. We want to read 

your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 

1920. Consultation, production, promotion & 

distribution. Call for free author’s guide 1-877-

729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 

storage system. Save money, reduce reliance 

on grid, prepare for outages & power your 

home. Full installation services. $0 down 

financing option. Request free no obligation 

quote. 1-877-539-0299 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most 

advanced medical alert product on the 

market. Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 

Special offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off 

Mobile Companion. 1-855-341-5862 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 

High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart 

HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 

restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-

866-479-1516 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Vivint Smart security. Professionally installed. 

1 connected system for total peace of mind. 

Free professional installation! 4 free months of 

monitoring! Call  to customize your system. 1-

833-841-0737 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-in tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-

line installation and service. Now featuring our 

free shower package & $1600 off - limited 

time! Financing available. 1-855-417-1306 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched 

clarity. TV Ears Original - originally $129.95 - 

now w/this special offer  only $59.95 w/code 

MCB59! 1-888-805-0840 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One 

G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. 

Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 877-929-9587 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Paying top cash for men's sportwatches! 

Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 

Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 

Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MEDICAL / DENTAL

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-552-4882 
Dental50Plus.com/lakelutz

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available 
in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: 
B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

FOR SALE

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(855) 572-3251

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

SERVICES OFFERED

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Mar 31, 2022. Each 

nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer 
for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(866) 429-0745CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 3.31.2022

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

SERVICES OFFERED

Get FREE

Professional 

Installation and 

Four FREE Months 

of Monitoring 

Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

833-943-3172

One Connected System For Total Peace of Mind

Know When People and Packages Arrive Peace of Mind Starts Here Get FREE Professional Installation and 

Four FREE Months of Monitoring Service*

Use Promo 

Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agreement. DIY system 

purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or provinces. Equipment purchase may 

be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee 

applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s 

third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equipment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agree-

ment available when equipment is purchased upfront. System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services 

plan, product and system functionality is limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er 

for complete equipment, services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint 

Louisiana Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Smart security.

Professionally 

installed.

Protection starts with 

prevention

FOR SALE

1-855-282-1397A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

Newspaper Carriers/Independent 
Contractors Needed!  

Home delivery routes are available now in Land O’ Lakes 
& Wesley Chapel areas. Earn extra cash delivering  

The Laker/Lutz News on Tuesdays and/or Wednesday  
in neighborhoods near you! 

     • Must be 18 years of age or older. 
     • Must have a valid Florida driver’s license, dependable 

vehicle & provide proof of Auto Insurance. 
     • Must be detail-oriented and well organized.  

Newspaper delivery experience is a plus! 

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS 
Contact Ken at ken@floridacirc.com or 813-421-2472

MEDICAL / DENTAL

1-888-674-5911

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 

slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 

breath of fresh air.

MKT-P0253

GAME PAGE ANSWERS

ACTIVITIES

June 13-17 • 6:30pm-8:45pm  
AGES K-5TH GRADE  

17351 Hyland Ln, Dade City  
Off of Blanton Rd. in front of Hyland Farms 

VVAACCAATTIIOONN  BBIIBBLLEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL 

FREE!  FREE!  FREE!  FREE!
TO REGISTER, TEXT ‘VBS’ TO (727) 237-5277

Post your 
legal 

notice 
here. 

 
ADVERTISE with 

The Laker/ Lutz News 
813-909-2800

Fictitious  
name notice? 

  
Job to post?  

 
Obituary?  

 
Room for 

rent? 
  

Garage  
or yard sale? 

  
Get the  
word  
out in  

 The Laker/Lutz News!  
Call  

813-909-2800 



Support your local small businesses!
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POLK & PINELLAS COUNTIE
HILLSBOROUGH,

ASCO,PAIN P

.air247.com
HELPING HOMEOWNERS 

BONUSES INCLUDE:
15 & 16 SEER 

813-710-6561
www
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PLUS
arranty!! WAND Labor

partswith our 10 year 
10 YEARS

FOR

.AILSTACALL FOR DET (15 & 16 SEER SYSTEMS) 0% FINANCING (14 SEER SYSTEMS) • 9.99% APRT FINANCE OPTIONS:AT

INCLUDE:
ACKAGESPAP

SYSTEM 

Air Duct Sanitizing• 
mostat • WiFi Ther

marear Maintenance ProgYe2 Y
RHEEM 

*Cannot combine any additional offers with bonus. System Pricing expires 6/30/22
Air Handler & Condenser Installed am • rear Maintenance ProgYe• 2 Y

Air Duct Sanitizing ete Hurricane Pad • mits • Concraxes & PerTAll • • 
p g

GREA

PLUSUS

ALUMINUM

STEVE’S ALUMINUM & SCREENING, LLC 
“For ALL Your Screening Needs.”

• Pool Enclosures 
• Sunrooms 
• Screen Rooms 
• Glass Rooms 
• Rescreening 
Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured 

727-847-6216
CLEANING SERVICE

MOVE-INS OR OUTS 
WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY 

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Lady L
CLEANING 
    SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES 

SERVING TAMPA BAY AREA, LUTZ,  
LAND O’ LAKES & WESLEY CHAPEL

8 1 3 - 2 6 3 - 7 9 6 6

Lady L

10% OFF10% OFF 
FOR NEW CLIENTS

8 1 3 - 2 6 3 - 7 9 6 6

DRYWALL SPECIALIST

Call Ron 813-784-5999

DRYWALL SPECIALIST 

NOT A HANDYMAN  
Repairing water damaged ceilings & walls.  

Retexturing, Popcorn removal, Room Additions. 
Cracks, holes, plaster, stucco repair & PAINTING.  
FREE ESTIMATES • AFFORDABLE, QUALITY WORK

Now Accept ing Cred i t  Cards  •  S ta te  Cer t i f i ed   SCC13 1 149699 •  We Keep Appointment s

Call 813-909-2800 to advertise or  
email classifieds@lakerlutznews.comBest in Small BusinessBest in Small Business

 

 W
Cash 4 Junk Cars

No Title OK
We pay more!

813 708 JUN
ext Cody

JUNK CARS

Call or T  

 
s
!!!

5
K

 

 

5 8 6
813-708-JUN

IRRIGATION

Andrew Cosh’s Irrigation Service
727-809-0596 Servicing All Brands

CLEANING SERVICE

Ask about 
the REFER  
A FRIEND  
program!

Bella Casa Cleaning Service 
Commercial & Residental Cleaning

727.485.5736

Cleaning done by Owner • Satisfaction Guaranteed  
• Free Estimates • No Contracts Required  

• Bonded 35 yrs experience  
• Open 24hrs/7 Days a week • Licensed & Insured

$20% OFF  
First Time Cleaning 

Must present coupon. Not to be  
combined with any other offers.

813-909-2800

advertising  
WORKS 
in Best in Small Business 

More Neighborhoods More Customers 
Best in Small Business Directory = 70,000 READERS

CALL TODAY TO GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

call The LAKER / Lutz NEWS  at (813) 909-2800 to advertise!
ADS BEGIN  

AT JUST  

$55/WK

  

R i R t R d l

813-460-4548 / kenhangliter@gmail.co

VICESRV

Call Ken @

Offering Full Service Home Maintenance & Repa

HOME SER

Repair, Restore, Remodel 

  om

air
  

License #CRC1332119
813 460 4548 / kenhangliter@gmail.coCall Ken @
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American Rescue Funds 
remain available 

 
The Laker/Lutz New Staff Report 

 
Hillsborough County has $1 million remaining 

to be distributed to Hillsborough County nonprofit 
organizations that served the community through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Hillsborough County Commission in 
January dedicated $5 million in American Rescue 
Plan money to help nonprofits in the county re-
cover from the pandemic’s financial impact, 
according to a county news release. 

Hillsborough County partnered with 
Community Foundation Tampa Bay to launch and 
administer the American Rescue Plan Nonprofit 
Safety Net program. Since then, over 200 local 
nonprofits have been approved for funding.  

There’s still $1 million available in this fund. 
To apply, nonprofit leaders can visit the 

Community Foundation Tampa Bay Safety Net 
Program for the online application portal, com-
plete program guidelines, and full eligibility 
criteria.  

Approved nonprofit agencies may use awarded 
financial assistance to offset revenue losses or 
cover incurred, unplanned costs resulting from 
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The application deadline is June 10. 

COURTESY OF PATRICIA SERIO 

In remembrance and honor  
Members of the GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s Club visited two local cemeteries in Land O’ Lakes 
and Lutz, to place flags on the grave of veterans in remembrance of their service, and to commemorate 
all veterans over the Memorial Day weekend. The women prayed for the brave servicemen and service-
women, and gave thanks for their sacrifices. Pat Serio places flags at one of the cemeteries to honor 
those lost.

Habitat for Humanity 
to benefit from gifts 

 
The Laker/Lutz New Staff Report 

 
Pasco County Tax Collector Mike Fasano’s five  

offices will feature Habitat for Humanity as the char-
itable organization for the month of June, which 
happens to be National Homeownership Month. 

All proceeds from the promotional effort will 
benefit Habitat’s homebuilding and homeowner-
ship programs, to help those without a home own 
one of their own, according to a news release 
from Fasano’s office. 

There currently are 70 approved families wait-
ing for an opportunity to build a home 
through Habitat for Humanity, the release says. 

“Homeownership has the power to transform 
lives,”  Fasano says, in the release. “It is an honor for 
our office to support Habitat as they build afford-
able, safe and stable homes for hard-working 
families in our community.” 

Donations can be made at any of the five tax 
collector locations in Pasco County.  

For more information about Habitat for 
Humanity and how you can receive services or 
help with Habitat’s mission, contact Devin West of 
the West Pasco Affiliate 727-536-4755, ext. 222, 
or Melissa Parks of the Central & East Pasco 
Affiliate at 352-567-1444. 



Support your local small businesses!

Call 813-909-2800 to advertise or  
email classifieds@lakerlutznews.comBest in Small BusinessBest in Small Business

TREE SERVICES

Andrew Tellone 
TREE SERVICE 

727-709-6013
• Tree Trim 

& Removal 
• Full Yard 

Cleanups 

LEGAL SERVICES

DIVORCE • WILLS 
EVICTIONS 
Starting at $65 

1-Signature Divorce • Missing Spouse Divorce 
“We Come To You” 

1-888-847-1997
PLUMBING

ANYTIME PLUMBING

Lic # CFC1425923 • Bonded/Insured

FREE ESTIMATES 
www.PlumbingAnytime.com 
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Pasco/Hillsborough (813) 792-2264 • Pinellas (727) 822-1742 
CALL US FOR FREE SECOND OPINIONS!
Tankless Water Heaters • Water Softener Sales & Service  

Backflow Testing ($45) • Re-Pipes • Hydro-Jetting   
Slab Leak Repair • Drain Cleaning & Repairs  

Sewer Replacement  • Sewer Inspection 

$99 Per Hour 

WITH THIS COUPON 
 

One time use, can not be combined with other 
coupons. Expires 6/30/22

PEST CONTROL

www.nvirotect.com

Proud to be locally owned & operated

First Green Certified Indoor 
Pest Control Service FREE!

UP TO $150.00 VALUE*

Green Pest Control 

Residential 

Commercial 

Wildlife Trapping 

Rodent Management 

Termite Prevention 

Entry Point Repair Services 

Lawn & Shrub Care

It's Time to Go GREEN 

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

PRESSURE WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING  
PAVER & NATURAL STONE 

CLEANING & SEALING

8 1 3 - 8 9 2 - 0 7 3 8

Tampa Bay Pro 
PRESSURE WASHING, LLC 

$75
DRIVEWAY  

& SIDEWALKS
UP TO 1000  SQ.FT. 

EXPIRES 6/30/22

LICENSED & INSURED • RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

PLUMBING

813-977-0066

ROOFING

CARL MARTIN 
ROOFING
specializing in reroofs & repairs

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1972  

Guaranteed Roof Repairs

licensed • bonded • insured  
CCC 1325565

FREE 
Estimates 

ROOFING

www.eliteroofingservices.com

Commercial/Industrial/Residential
got roof?

SPECIALIZING IN ALL 
TYPES OF ROOFING

FREE  
NO OBLIGATION  

ESTIMATE

Lic# CCC1325569

(813) 630-0800  

PRESSURE WASHING

• Roof Cleaning/Soft Wash 
• House Exterior  
• Pool Cage & Pool Deck 
• Driveways & Sidewalks 
• Vinyl Fence  
• Paint Prep 
• Pool Deck Coating 
• Paver Sealing

Hot & Self Contained Water Available

discount  
with this ad10%

813-501-2010 

www.ASAPpressure.com

ASAP Pressure   
Cleaning

ASAP Pressure  
Cleaning

Free Estimates - Quality Work
Licensed & Insured/Residential & Commercial

& tell them you saw them in

POND & LAKE CLEANING
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The monthly Dade City Street Bash 
is growing increasingly popular, with 
vendors, residents looking for a way 
to connect to their small town 

 
By Mike Camunas 
mcamunas@lakerlutznews.com 

 
Every second Friday evening of the month in 

Dade City, there’s a party in the street. A street 
bash, actually. 

Dade City Brew House, the craft beer dispensa-
ry located in The Block on Seventh Avenue, began 
hosting the Dade City Street Bash back in 
February.  And with each passing month, the 
street-wide, open-container, live music and vendor 
event gets bigger and bigger. 

“It was definitely a way to get local merchants 
involved,” said Meghan Bertovich, manager and 
one of the owners of the Brew House. “And it's a 
way to give the people of Dade City something to 
do, some place to hang out on a Friday evening. 
We found there is a fair share of people who work 
here, but don’t live here. … This gives them a rea-
son to stay and meet more of the vendors, but also 
gives a reason for people to come out, bring their 
families, shop some and enjoy some live music. 

“There’s a little bit of something for everyone.” 
When Bertovich and fellow owner Geoff Layne 

started the Street Bash, they were “blown away 
with the response from the city.” Now, each Street 
Bash has grown not only in the turnout, but the 
amount of vendors looking to set up shop during 
the event. 

Vendors are required to pay a fee to have a 
table or booth, with all proceeds of the Street Bash 
going to the Dade City Police Foundation. 

“It gets bigger and better every month,” said 
Larry Guilford, founder of The Block, the renovat-
ed city block in which the Brew House is the 
main tenant. 

“It really does give everyone a reason to come 
into downtown Dade City,” Bertovich added. 
“Because while it's all on Seventh Avenue down to 
Meridian (Avenue), it has branched out to the side 
streets and even further into the rest of down-
town. It's always been about promoting local 
merchants and most of our vendors are from 
Pasco County, too, as well as the food trucks that 
will come out.” 

Bertovich and Layne were more than happy to 
not only get the event going, but also to give the 
proceeds to the Dade City Police Foundation, as 
they are big supporters of the charitable organiza-
tion. Bertovich is excited for the next Street Bash, 

which is set for June 10 and will feature live music 
from Lisa Kay and The Goldtop Band. 

Bertovich said one great selling point of the 
Street Bash is that it’s a wet zone area. That means 
Brew House beers and drinks can be enjoyed any-
where on the street. 

“It is nice, people trying our beer, and then they 
can take it to go and enjoy the music and the ven-
dors,” Bertovich said. “It's a way for us to get people 
to see the brewery, but we’re glad they can go and 
enjoy the whole event, even look at the car show 
when we have those parked along the street.  

“It really is a great evening in Dade City,” she 
said.

COURTESY OF LARRY GUILFORD 
Dade City Street Bash shuts down Seventh Street every second Friday of the month to host live music 
and vendors just in front of The Block, at 14307 Seventh St., in Dade City.

If you go 
Dade City Street Bash 
WHEN: June 10, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
WHERE: Starting at the Dade City Brew House, at 
14323 Seventh St., Dade City, and continuing 
down and past Meridian Avenue. 
DETAILS: Every second Friday of the month, Dade 
City Brew House takes over Seventh Street for 
local vendors, car showings, live music, food, and 
open-container wet zone for residents and visitors 
to enjoy part of Historic Downtown Dade City. The 
event is presented by the Brew House and 
Premium Title Inc. 
INFO: DadeCityBrewhouse.com or 352-218-3122.

This party goes on in the street
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