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Those wishing to escape the oppressive

heat during the Fourth of July festivities in

Lutz may have decided to check out a train

show inside the Lutz Branch Library.

If I they did, they could have seen an ex-

hibit presented by the Suncoast American

Flyer Enthusiasts.

And, perhaps they would have had a

chance to chat with Eugene Vrooman, one

of the club’s members.

See DEPOT, page 15A

By Kevin Weiss

kweiss@lakerl
utznews.com

Barring unforeseen developments,

cleanup is expected to begin this week on

the massive sinkhole that recently swal-

lowed two homes in the Lake Padgett

community of Land O’ Lakes.

As of July 20, Pasco County was entering

the final stages of securing bids from con-

tractors for debris removal at the sinkhole

site, which now measures 235 feet wide

and approximately 50 feet deep — believed

to be the largest in the county’s history.

Before cleanup and repair work can

begin, however, engineers must perform ad-

ditional testing to ensure the ground around

the sinkhole is stable enough for heavy

equipment. One of the county’s contracted

engineers, Intertek-PSI, is currently using

ground penetrating radar and core sampling

to measure the structural integrity of Ocean

Pines Drive and county easements leading

up to the sinkhole.

Kevin Guthrie, Pasco County’s assistant

county administrator for public safety, said

recovery work could take months, with

costs ranging from $750,000 to more than

$2 million. 

“It’s going to be a very slow and method-

ical process,” Guthrie said.

The county already has spent about

$100,000 responding to the sinkhole,

through contractual and departmental

costs.
The county’s goal is to have a debris re-

moval company in place in case

homeowner’s insurance companies don’t

accept responsibility to clean up the sink-

hole.
The fastest, most economical cleanup

tactic being considered is what’s called a

dragline — a cable-operated system that

would extend out and collect debris from

the surface of the sinkhole.

Cleanup to begin on massive sinkhole

By Kevin Weiss

kweiss@lakerl
utznews.com

Roshan Kumaraswamy started program-

ming computers in middle school — now

he’s teaching the craft to others.

Last month, the 16-year-old Land O’ Lakes

High School senior created Coding Club, for

tweens and teens aspiring to learn more

about computer sciences. 

The club began meeting on Fridays in

July, at the Land O’ Lakes Branch Library.

It accommodates up to 10 people, who

program on library-issued Dell laptops.

The club, which now has a wait list,

doesn’t require any prior programming ex-

perience.

“It’s pretty much adapted to anybody,”

Kumaraswamy said. “I have a couple stu-

dents that are pretty advanced, and then

some that don’t even know how to make a

file.”
During weekly, two-hour sessions,

Kumaraswamy teaches the basics of website

programming, from HTML (HyperText

Markup Language) and CSS (Cascading Style

Sheets), to Swift — each of which serves

various functions. 

For instance, HTML is the very core

structure of a website, while CSS is used to

stylistically improve websites. Swift is a gen-

eral-purpose programming language often

used for Apple products.

Club members already have learned to

build simple websites and develop two-di-

mensional arcade video games, like Pong —

a popular table tennis sports game.

In subsequent classes, Kumaraswamy

plans to introduce the Java programming

language, and teach corresponding applica-

tion concepts. Java serves multiple

purposes, from programming Android apps

and games, to performing complex mathe-

matical operations.

“There’s not really any limitation as to

what you can do with coding,” he said. “I

think it’s really cool that you can just take a

lot of text words and create something with

it, and sort of just experiment around.”

Kumaraswamy began coding in the sev-

Computer club navigates programming basics

See COMPUTER, page 15A

See SINKHOLE, page 15A

Test your water

Due to the positive bacterial results, Pasco

County announced it is waiving the fees for

well water for testing more than 400 homes

along Lake Padgett and Lake Saxon through

July 28.

All residents living on the following streets

qualify for free well water testing: Bronze Leaf

Place, Canal Place, Clover Leaf Lane, Flat

Rock Place, Grove Place, Heatherwood Lane,

Lake Padgett Drive, Lake Saxon Drive, Ocean

Pines Drive, Panther Way, Peninsular Drive, Pine

Shadow Drive, Rain Forest Place, Snook Circle,

Swans Landing Drive and Wilsky Road. 

Residents who would like their well

water tested should do the following: 

• Go to the Pasco County Environmental

Laboratory located at 8864 Government

Drive in New Port Richey and request a test

kit for Total Coliform. 

• Present proof of address and receive

lab instructions to collect water. 

• Take a sample of their tap water ac-

cording to lab protocols, and bring the

sample and associated paperwork back to

the laboratory.

• Results will be available in two days.

FRED BELLET

Eugene Vrooman, left, explains differences in the type of gauge size trains running on the tracks at the Lutz Branch Library.

The Lutz
Depot, 
by design

B.C. MANION

Eugene Vrooman, a draftsman by trade, drew the drawings for this building, which was

erected in 2000. He based the dimensions on a photo that was published in ‘Citrus,

Sawmills, Critters & Crackers,’ by Elizabeth Riegler MacManus and Susan A. MacManus.

KEVIN WEISS

Roshan Kumaraswamy, a 16-year-old senior

at Land O’ Lakes High School, first learned

computer programming in middle school.

He recently created a computer program-

ming club at the Land O’ Lakes Branch

Library, called Coding Club. It’s designed for

teens and tweens who are interested in

learning more about computer sciences.
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I
t might’ve been April Fool’s Day, but

this softball event was no joke.

It’s called Super Saturday, and it’s

an annual fundraiser for Lutz Softball, a

recreational fast-pitch league for girls ages 5

through 18.
On April 1, several hundred softball fami-

lies gathered to cheer on more than 20

teams, soaking in the daylong festivities at

the Oscar Cooler Youth Sports Complex.

Besides a full slate of softball matchups,

there was plenty to keep attendees amused,

from family friendly games and activities, to

numerous vendors and countless raffles.

“This is probably the biggest Super

Saturday we’ve ever held,” said Mike Cook,

president of Lutz Softball Inc.

“Every year, it’s gotten bigger and bigger

and bigger,” added event coordinator

Jennifer Bommarito. “This is quite a bit big-

ger than it started out to be.”

Held each spring, Super Saturday is one

of the league’s two major fundraisers. The

other is Fall Festival, in October.

Amid softball rivalries and competition,

Super Saturday gives young athletes a

chance to unwind.

“This is actually like a fun day for them,”

Bommarito said, “where they actually get to

goof all a little bit...and not have to be so se-

rious.”
Mike Bosworth, who has coached in the

league since 2013, said the annual shindig

also helps foster positive interactions among

families.
“People are...competitive with one an-

other, and when you do an event like this, it

gets you to know other people, and it soft-

ens those relationships on the field,” he

explained.
Other parents agreed.

“I think it brings us closer,” said parent-

coach Rainey Rosenberger. 

“It’s just fun to get families together from

the community,” parent Natalie Brown

added.
Another parent, Maggie Mixon, believes

the event has nearly become a Lutz tradi-

tion.
“It’s phenomenal — just to see the com-

munity come together, in the spirit of

collaboration,” she said. “It’s just a good, old-

fashioned, small-town gathering.”

Among the afternoon’s top highlights

was the parents’ tournament — and it’s un-

like any other.

A 16-inch blooper ball was used, bases

were run in reverse, fathers batted with

their non-dominant hand, and kids served as

coaches.
“It’s fun and confusing — everything’s

backwards,” Rosenberger said, smiling.

The sports complex’s ballyhooed conces-

sion stand was another draw.

From biscuits and gravy during early

morning games, to mushroom Swiss burgers

and buffalo chicken wraps, there’s never a

shortage of tasty grub offerings.

Bosworth, whose wife, Alissa, is the con-

cessions manager, said parents from other

youth leagues — Brandon, Carrollwood,

Wesley Chapel —can’t say enough about

the ballpark’s spreads.

“The parents are always like, ‘You guys

have got the best concession stand we’ve ever

seen, anywhere,’” Bosworth said.

Super Saturday, meanwhile,

couldn’t have come at a better

FRED BELLET

Ten-year-old Sicily Jordan, of the visiting Wesley Chapel Pink Rockets, gets a hit against the Renegades during game action last Saturday

at Oscar Cooler Youth Sports Complex.

Super Saturday offers a swingin’ good time

time for the softball organization.

On March 8, two suspects bur-

glarized the Oscar Cooler Sports

Complex during early morning

hours, causing losses in excess of

$5,000.
“That (robbery) threw us for a loop

tremendously,” Mike Cook said.

In wake of the incident, the league has

received “overwhelming” community sup-

port, with donations from the likes of Home

Depot, Walgreens, Lowe’s and Ford.

Over $1,920 has also been raised, via a

GoFundMe page.

Lutz Softball, formerly known as the Lutz

Leaguerettes, also has seen quite a transition

since January 2016, when the organization

announced it was offering a recreational

fast-pitch league for the first time in its 37-

year history.
Just six months later, its slow-pitch

leagues were discontinued because of dwin-

dling registration and an overwhelming

preference for fast-pitch. The fast-pitch

league now claims to have about 200 partic-

ipants, the highest figure in several years.

Lutz Softball Inc., is a PONY (Protect Our

Nation’s Youth) Softball affiliate.

This dog belongs to Mackenzie Pavloff, of Lutz. The service dog, named Koda Bear, is a 5-

year-old Pitbull-mix, who seems to like the sounds of the softball games at Oscar Cooler

Youth Sports Complex. The pet’s owner said she played softball at the complex years ago.

Airbrush artist Peter Marin, of New Port Richey, had a busy day customizing softball

helmets and T-shirts using his artistic touch. 

After playing his Little League game, 5-year-old

Wyatt Gingras, of Lutz, totes his favorite bat and

backpack to watch Leaguerette softball and cool off

with an icy beverage. Wyatt was with his grandfa-

ther, Scott Knoeppel, of Lutz, and spent the day

enjoying the family fun event at Oscar Cooler Youth

Sports Complex.

Madelyn Shepherd, 13, left, is not

looking into a mirror, but rather at

her identical twin, Madesyn

Shepherd, after the two played on

the team called the Diamonds.

According to their mom, Kimberly

Shepherd, the two sometimes do

not see eye-to-eye on how they

tried to make a play.

Bryan Bounds, of Gainesville, watches softball action with friend, Charlene Ierna, of Lutz.

Ierna’s 15-year-old daughter, Emma Ierna, plays on the softball team called the Rebels. Ierna

is also the team’s sponsor.   
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By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

When visitors step into the REC center
at Bexley Elementary School, they won’t be
surrounded by game tables or basketball
hoops.

Instead, they’ll be in the new elementary
school’s media center.

The REC center gets its name from three
words — Research, Enrich and Collaborate.

Those words emphasize the kind of learn-
ing experience planned for children
attending the school, which is set to open in
August, at 4380 Ballantrae Blvd., in Land O’
Lakes.

Bexley Principal Vicki Wolin described
the school’s features and aspirations during
a recent tour of the campus for Pasco
County School Board members, district lead-
ers and other guests.

When the tour-takers finished that visit,

most of them drove across county to visit
Cypress Creek Middle High School to get a
sneak preview of that campus led by
Principal Carin Hetzler-Nettles.

Bexley — which will relieve overcrowd-
ing at Odessa and Oakstead elementary
schools — is the largest elementary school
that Pasco County Schools has ever built,
said John Petrashek, director of construction

Collaboration is key word at Bexley 

See BEXLEY, page 11A

B.C. MANION
Michael Valenti joined scouting when he was in third grade. The 16-year-old recently earned his Eagle Scout for a project he spearheaded to
spruce up Lutz Memorial Park.

Opening doors of hope for the homeless
By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

The Pasco County Commission has ap-
proved funding to renovate a former Boys &
Girls Club, and reopen the campus as a navi-
gation center for the county’s homeless
population.

An administrative building and a teen
center, at 8239 Youth Lane in Port Richey,
will be refurbished with about $600,000 in
federal and state money.

The goal is to open the navigation center
by mid-2018.

The center will serve as a “low-barrier”
homeless shelter. Its larger purpose, howev-
er, is to find housing for homeless men and
women, and deliver support services for job
searches, job training, education and health
care.

It will be the first time the county has
opened a homeless shelter, and embarked
on such a major initiative. The center is
modeled after one in San Francisco.

“Navigation centers work,” Pasco County
Commission Chairman Mike Moore said.
“This is a community effort. This is a peo-
ple’s building. This is a citizen’s building. I
need everybody to come together. Let’s pool
resources together and get something
done.”

Moore is chairman of the Homeless
Advisory Board.

Commissioners heard from about a
dozen people during public comment.
Speakers were passionate, with most of
them supporting the navigation center.

Suzanne Chicon has volunteered for the
annual count of homeless people in Pasco.
Among the people she met was a man who
lost a good-paying job for health reasons,

and a young woman who had aged out of
the foster care program. 

“Some of the things I witnessed horrified
me,” Chicon said. “We need the (navigation)
center as a focused area to help these peo-
ple.”

But, the location of the center is raising
alarm bells for some residents who live in
the nearby subdivision of Crane’s Roost.

Valerie Schaefer told commissioners she
had spoken with all but a handful of resi-
dents in the 89-home neighborhood. Most
are worried about increasing crime, solicita-
tions and lower property values, she said.

“No one in the neighborhood is against
the humanitarian (purpose) of the naviga-
tion center,” Schaefer said. “But, they are
concerned. They are very scared. They are
very angry over this proposal…We have
skin in the game. We live here.”

Pasco County Commissioner Kathryn
Starkey supports the navigation center but

said, “I need a report in a year or two on
how it’s going.”

Only Pasco County Commissioner Jack
Mariano voted against the navigation center.
He supports the concept, but not the loca-
tion.

“I just don’t like the setup,” he said.
Pasco has more than 3,000 homeless

people based on an annual count. About
500 are considered chronically homeless.
Many of the homeless individuals live in
about 100 camps identified by the Pasco
County Sheriff’s Office countywide.

Pasco County Sheriff Chris Nocco sup-
ports the center.

“The sheriff’s office cannot solve this
problem,” he said. “It’s a health care issue,
but unfortunately it falls on the shoulders of
law enforcement. What the (homeless) coali-
tion wants, we’re going to go with. I think

FILE
Pasco County will dedicate about $600,000 in federal and state grants to rehabilitate the for-
mer campus of the Boys & Girls Club on Youth Lane in Port Richey. It will be the site for a
navigation center to help homeless people restart their lives.

See HOMELESS, page 11A

By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

When Michael Valenti was looking for his
Eagle Scout project, he didn’t have to look
very far.

He belongs to Boy Scout Troop 12, in
Lutz, and it meets just a couple of blocks
away from the Lutz Memorial Park.

The 16-year-old said he had noticed that
the Lutz Memorial Park, at 98 First Ave.,
N.W., needed a bit of sprucing up, and he
decided it would be a fitting Eagle Scout
project.

So, he organized a team of helpers, se-
cured donations and got busy.

The base for the flagpole was already
there, but it wasn’t in good shape, Valenti
said.

“There was just grass all around here, so
when the mowers would come, they would
chip out the base,” he explained. “Some of
the paint was peeling off.”

The plaque wasn’t in great shape, either.
“We removed the sign, scraped all of the

paint off. We repainted it, and we got these

Eagle Scout project 
honors those who served

See SCOUT, page 11A

COURTESY OF RON VALENTI 
This plaque, dedicated to Ben Nevel, was
showing some signs of wear. See its reno-
vation, page 11A.

B

INSIDE,
PAGE 1B

LAKERLUTZNEWS.COM

TheLAKERWESLEY CHAPEL/NEW TAMPA EDITION

TheLAKER
Fre
e

J U N E  2 1 ,  2 0 1 7

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM813-990-0561

Service the Way it Oughta Be!

$25 OFFSERVICE REPAIRA/C, Plumbing or Electrical

$39.95Service callMon-Fri 7am-5pm

LK
/L

Z
LK

/L
Z

Same-Day ServiceFree 2nd Opinion*Free Estimates**24/7 Emergency**Free estimates for new A/C, waterheater, water treatment and electricalpanel upgrade. *Free second opinionwith written diagnosis from another company.

CAC1816647
CFC1428982
EC0001103

Must present coupon. cannot be coMbined.one per visit. exp. 6/30/17

Must present coupon. cannot be coMbined.one per visit. exp. 6/30/17

Auto Accident?
Slip and Fall?

FREE CONSULTATION
No Fees Or CostsUnless You Win

Walk-Ins Welcome

HelpingInjuredPeople.com

Call Attorney
JIM

HOLLIDAY
813-868-1887

18920 N. Dale Mabry Hwy Ste 101 Lutz, FL(Corner of Sunlake & Dale Mabry)

“I Will AggressivelyFight To Protect Your Legal Rights”

HOLLIDAY
KARATINOS
LAW FIRM, P.L.

Get all your 
favorite

local 
news stories 

online.

lakerlutznews.com

SummerFest offers
fireworks, fun
By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

It’s the only fireworks show inZephyrhills.
And, it promises to offer wholesome fam-ily fun.
The 2017 Zephyrhills SummerFest is slat-ed for June 24 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., atZephyr Park, 38116 Fifth Ave.Besides offering free admission and park-ing, the event is pet friendly, too.However, alcohol sales will not be al-lowed.

Entering its third year, ZephyrhillsSummerFest is the only 4th of July celebra-tion in the city, promoting “summer, familiesand our great country.”
Arguably, its biggest attraction is a 30-minute fireworks show, which is set to beginsharply at 9 p.m.
The vibrant display — by PatriotFireworks—is set over Zephyr Lake, thepark’s centerpiece pond.Besides nighttime fireworks, there areloads of daytime activities aimed at keepingfamilies entertained on the last Saturday inJune.

Alongside dozens of food and businessvendors, there’s a watermelon-eating contestand dance contest, plus a water balloon toss,

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Pasco County wants to open the coun-ty’s first homeless shelter as part of acomprehensive plan to help an estimated3,300 homeless people.
There are about 100 camps acrossPasco County where people live, accord-ing to the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office.The chosen location for what is pro-posed as a “one-stop navigation center” isin two county-owned buildings in westPasco, formerly leased to the Boys & GirlsClub.

The Pasco County Commission was setto vote on June 20 (after The Laker/LutzNews deadline) on two federal grants thatwould be used to rehabilitate buildings.The goal is to open the navigation cen-ter in 2018.
Pasco County and the HomelessCoalition of Pasco had public meetings onJune 7 and on June 14 in New Port Richeyto explain the navigation center and getpublic input.

While most support the homeless shel-ter in concept, nearby neighbors inCrane’s Roost and representatives of anearby mall object to the proposed loca-tion at 8239 Youth Lane, off Little Road inNew Port Richey.
They worry about increased solicita-tion, crime and lowered property values.Studies have shown the opposite, in-cluding decreases in crime, said RaineJohns, chief executive officer of theHomeless Coalition of Pasco.“You’ll find this decreases dramatically,”she said.

However, a representative of RidgePlaza, anchored by Hobby Lobby and aWalmart Neighborhood Market, said ten-ants have expressed concerns aboutimpacts to their businesses. He also said noone had reached out to mall representa-tives to discuss the navigation center.“It certainly merits that we get togeth-er,” he said.
Pasco County Commissioner JackMariano was the only commissioner tovote against the navigation center inNovember. He proposed putting the cen-ter in the Mike Fasano Regional HurricaneShelter in Hudson.

He said the program could be operatedcheaper, safer and quicker if the shelterwere used.
Others said the hurricane shelter was inthe “middle of nowhere,” with no bus serv-ice and few job opportunities.“The last thing we want to do is institu-tionalize the homeless population,” saidJohns.

The navigation center is modeled afterone in San Francisco. It would be a one-stop shelter that would work to placepeople into housing. They also would re-ceive help in finding jobs, job training andhealth care, and receive personalized casemanagement.
The efforts would focus on one campat a time, with as many as 75 single adultmen and women housed an average of 90days at the navigation center. “Housing first. That’s the end goal,” saidCathy Pearson, assistant county administra-tor for public services. “A lot of partnersare coming together. We believe in this.”The count done by the sheriff’s officefound homeless camps in all areas of thecounty, including west Pasco, Zephyrhills,Land O’ Lakes and Dade City.“This is a serious topic. We know that,”said Pasco County Sheriff’s Capt. JamesSteffens. “We’re trying to do somethingother than put handcuffs on people andtake them to jail.”

The sheriff’s office is one of the part-ners for the navigation center. Othersinclude the United Way of Pasco, the PascoCounty Housing Authority, and the PublicDefender’s Office of the Sixth JudicialCircuit.
United Way will contribute about$100,000. About 50 housing vouchers willbe dedicated to the navigation center. And,the public defender’s office plans to sendits mobile medical unit to the center.Pasco also plans to contribute about$50,000 for a program that would hiresome of the homeless individuals for coun-ty labor. The goal is to help them learnskills and establish a work history.The County Commission is expected tobe asked in September to transfer the navi-gation center property to the homelesscoalition. 

As a nonprofit, the coalition has moreaccess to additional grants.

Tutoring
blossoms
in nature
By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Teaching is not a profession that SarahChristiansen expected to pursue.As a child growing up in the VirginIslands, she hated going to school.“I had a difficult time listening and writ-ing. I struggled with comprehension.”She couldn’t picture herself as a teacher.Times change.
Christiansen, these days, lives in ruralPasco County where she tutors students –usually working with them on mathematics– inside a tree house in her backyard.A few yards away, a second tree house isnearing completion.

The treehouses are taking her Yes YouCan Tutoring service down a new path.For nearly 10 years, she has taught in herhome, at 13050 Curley Road, near Dade City. Students could enjoy window views ofthe woodlands and open spaces, and some-times a walk in the woods for a timelybreak in studies.
Christiansen now is moving studentseven closer to nature.
“There’s something about a tree housethat everybody loves,” she said. “You’re rightin with nature. It’s a really nice feeling.”Research has found there is a link be-

tween nature and learning, she said.“Environment plays a key part in thelearning process,” the tutor said. “Nature re-duces mental fatigue. I know it did for me.”In addition to one-on-one tutoring ses-sions, the tree house will be the setting fora summer math retreat for girls in July.It’s her third summer camp, but the firstall-girls camp.

There is a stereotype that women don’tdo well in math, Christiansen said.“It saddens me,” she said. “We have toempower our girls. I just want to let themknow they can do this.” 
The tree house in her backyard is lifecoming full circle.

By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

It’s called the dog flu, and it has hit theSunshine State.
The first confirmed case of the new H3N2strain was reported in Deland over MemorialDay weekend. 
According to the University of Florida, thestrain entered the state from dogs and peoplewho have attended a dog show.Now, more than 30 cases of canine influen-za have been reported across the state, mainlyin northeast and central Florida.No cases have been reported inHillsborough or Pasco counties, but it hasreached Orlando.

The “highly contagious” H3N2 virus first in-

fected about 1,000 dogs in Chicago in 2015,and since has spread to more than 30 states.And, it’s more perilous than the H3N8strain, first identified in Florida in 2004 in rac-ing greyhounds.
The new virus is characterized by persist-ent coughing, along with sneezing and nasaldischarge.
Many infected dogs experience a fever, de-creased appetite and lethargy during the firstfew days of illness.
Unlike other forms of dog flu, which havesymptoms and risk of contagion lasting onlyfor about a week, the H3N2 strain is conta-gious for at least 26 days and can live onsurfaces for up to 24 hours, health officials say.

Dog flu hits Florida — and it’s contagious

See DOG FLU, page 11A

See TUTORING, page 11ANew center could help Pasco’s homeless

See SUMMERFEST, page 11A

COURTESY OF AMERICAN KENNEL CLUBThe new dog flu virus is characterized bypersistent coughing, along with sneezingand nasal discharge. 

COURTESY OF SIMPLY EVENTSThe third annual Zephyrhills SummerFestfeatures a 30-minute fireworks display.
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Sarah Christiansen, left, owner of Yes You Can Tutoring service, enjoys a moment with for-
mer student, Alexis Sandoval, outside Christiansen’s tree house.

During a heart attack, every minute 
matters. So, know the warning signs. 
If you experience them, call 911. And 
count on the Nationally Accredited 
Chest Pain Center at Bayfront Health 
Dade City for emergency heart care.

Signs of a  heart attack are rarely this obvious.

13100 Fort King Road, Dade City, FL 33525 
BayfrontDadeCity.com
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By B.C. Manionbcmanion@lakerlutznews.com
While some kids are heading to the

beach or to a theme park this summer, a trio

of girls who just wrapped up fifth grade at

Lutz Elementary are gearing up for a trip to

Washington D.C.Kylie Flynn, Kaitlyn Britton and Alice

Mooneyham will be participating in the

Junior National Young Leaders Conference. 

The students were nominated by their

former teacher, Cindy Morrissey.
The girls can’t wait to check out the na-

tion’s capital.“I’ve never been to Washington D.C., and

I’ve wanted to go there,” said Alice, who is

11. “I think it’s going to be a really cool expe-

rience.”
Eleven-year-old Kaitlynn shares her enthu-

siasm.
“It’s going to be fun. My sister went in

eighth grade. She got a lot of really cool pho-

tos. It was really pretty there.”

Plus, Kaitlyn added: “It will be fun to learn

all about the statues.”Ten-year-old Kylie is eager to make the

trip, too.
“I can’t wait for the experiences to go to

the different places,” she said. “I was really

happy that I was nominated.”Alice is particularly interested in visiting

the Lincoln Memorial, while Kylie is looking

forward to visiting Harper’s Ferry. Kaitlyn is

Pasco names newassistant countyadministrator
By Kathy Steeleksteele@lakerlutznews.com

The Pasco County Commission has

named Kevin Guthrie as an assistant county

administrator for public safety.
The appointment took effect on June 12,

and Guthrie will receive an annual salary of

$135,000.
Guthrie had beenserving as the coun-ty’s emergencyservices director.Commissionerspromoted Guthrieduring their June 6meeting in Dade City,acting on a recom-mendation by CountyAdministrator DanBiles.

Since 2015, PascoCounty Fire ChiefScott Cassin has served as acting assistant

county administrator for public safety.

Cassin now will return full-time to his posi-

tion as fire chief.Pasco County Emergency Manager Laura

Black will be in charge of the Division of

Emergency Management during non-disas-

ter operations. Capt. Dan Olds, of the Pasco

County Sheriff’s Office, will lead the

Division of Public Safety Communications.

By Kathy Steeleksteele@lakerlutznews.com
Pasco County could soon be the first in

the state with a countywide ordinance to

permit residents to grow community gar-

dens.
The proposed ordinance also would be

the first countywide ordinance of its kind

for Pasco.
At a June 6 Pasco County Commission

meeting in Dade City, county staff members

explained what a community garden is and

how it would operate.Commissioners are scheduled to vote on

the proposed ordinance at a July 11 meeting

in New Port Richey.“This not only helps our agriculture in

Pasco County, but this could be a big

tourism thing, too,” said County

Commissioner Kathryn Starkey. “There are

so many cool benefits this can bring.”
Community gardens are gardens where

crops and ornamental plants, including

flowers, are grown and harvested, as de-

scribed in the proposed ordinance.
Daily vehicle trips to tend the gardens

generally are more than 14 per day but less

than 100, with limited use of heavy vehicles,

the county estimates.Community gardens may be any size.
Applications will provide information

such as location, operating hours, the num-

ber of parking spaces and a designated

Pasco gives boost to community gardening

See GARDENING, page 11A

See LEADERSHIP, page 11A

Kevin Guthrie

FILE

Dwarf Fire bush blooms in the garden add
color to the greenery in front of the New
River Library in Zephyrhills.

B.C. MANION

This trio of girls are heading to Washington D.C., to find out a few things about leadership. They are, from left, Alice Mooneyham, Kaitlyn

Britton and Kylie Flynn. They’ll be participating in the Junior National Young Leaders Conference.

They’re off to learn the ins and outs of leadership

By Kathy Steeleksteele@lakerlutznews.com
The Pasco County Commission agreed to

a third delay on a vote regarding a proposal

to redevelop the land occupied by the Quail

Hollow Golf Course.Commissioners agreed to the delay at

the request of representatives of the golf

course’s owner, who would like all five com-

missioners to be present when the vote is

taken on the proposal to build houses on

the golf course land.Andre Carollo, of Pasco Office Park LLC,

wants to close the unprofitable golf course

and build up to 400 single-family houses,

30,000 square feet of office/retail and

10,000 square feet of day care.
Commissioners had been scheduled to

consider the issue on June 6. Now, they are

set to consider it on July 11, at 1:30 p.m., at

the Historic Pasco County Courthouse in

Dade City.
The absence of Pasco County

Commissioner Mike Wells was known in ad-

vance. He announced in May that he would

not be attending the June meeting.
As the June 6 meeting got underway,

Pasco County Commissioner Kathryn

Starkey said she would have to leave early

for an appointment, and might not be pres-

ent for the entire meeting.The proposed project has met stiff resist-

ance from Quail Hollow residents who have

expressed concerns about issues such as

flooding, water quality and property values.

They also worry about increased traffic that

the development would generate on roads

they already deem as being inadequate.
Opponents have hired an attorney, and a

court reporter has been at meetings to doc-

ument the proceedings.The golf course owner’s attorney,

Barbara Wilhite, has highlighted the owner’s

property rights, and has detailed changes to

the proposed development to address flood-

ing and traffic concerns.

Pasco County Commissioner Kathryn Starkey

Pasco County Commissioner Mike Wells

See ADMINISTRATOR, page 11A

Quail Hollow vote delayed again


